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Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

Organising Citizen Forums

While the previous newsletter (vol.49) mentioned about
Climate Schools (CS) and the installation of weather
observation devices in CSs, this newsletter (vol.50) is
going to introduce the role of Citizen Forum which is a key
component in this project along with CS.

This project plans to form “Citizen Forums” in five areas
where Climate Schools are located to help in enhancing
disaster resilience within communities. Accordingly, SEEDS
Asia is currently researching existing community groups in
Varanasi, discussing and making arrangements with them
in order to get them involved in the Citizen Forums.

The role of Citizen Forums is raising awareness and
conducting activities of disaster risk reduction (DRR), for
example implementing “town watching” (walking around
the town to check for dangerous spots) and making a
“risk map” so that people find out dangerous places and
evacuation routes in their residential areas.

Garbage on the road. When flood occurs,

these garbage will make sanitary condition worse

Every year, rainfall in monsoon season in Varanasi makes
Ganga river rise. In severe cases, the water of a rising river
goes to residential and commercial areas and causes flood.
The flood that happened in 2011 and 2013 affected many
residents staying near Ganga.

Therefore, it is an essential role of Citizen Forums to build
awareness among citizens about conducting independent
disaster risk reduction activities such as carrying properties
to higher places in advance and making emergency bags to
be prepared for flood.
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There are many active community groups in Varanasi like
housing communities and commercial communities who
are trying to help each other and keep their own residential
areas better through regular cleaning. However, their
activities have not included DRR activities yet, therefore,
SEEDS is appealing for cooperation from these community
groups to form Citizen Forums that implement DRR
activities actively.

Ganga river in dry season. The river rises in monsoon season.

‘@] The Great East Japan Earthquake

—

Project funded by UMCOR - CWS Japan

Lecture at the Training for Chief Teachers in disaster
risk reduction (DRR)

A training for chief teachers in disaster risk reduction
(DRR) by Board of Education of Kesennuma City was
held on 23rd February 2016 and SEEDS Asia served as
a lecturer. In addition, two chief teachers in DRR made
their activity reports while Mr. Usui - Chairman of the
Network Association of Voluntary Organizations for DRR in
Kesennuma City presented about DRR-related activities by
voluntary organizations.

In the presentation by SEEDS Asia, the movie that the
organization created in January - “Innovation in Education
for Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk Reduction
in Kesennuma City- Lessons towards future generations”
was shown for the first time. The movie confirmed again
the efforts of teachers in school-based DRR as well as
the lessons and hardships during the recovery from the
tsunami disaster that can never be forgotten. Besides,
the movie not only talked about DRR, but also about the
necessity of schools and students’ participation in the
progress of community recovery when it showed the
images of exchange meetings between Jonan Junior High
School and Nango Disaster Recovery Public Housing.

After the movie was shown, there were comments from
teachers such as “We would like to use this movie to let
people know about the current condition of Kesennuma” ,
“I want to show this movie to the students in my class” , or
“You made such a good movie” .



From now on, we will show this movie in various places in
order to help the neighborhood associations that consider
establishing voluntary organizations for DRR to understand
how schools are implementing DRR education.

Disaster risk reduction (DRR) Education with Iriya
Elementary School in Minami-Sanriku Town

On 15th February 2016, SEEDS Asia had a discussion on
how to expand DRR education in the next year with chief
teachers in DRR at Iriya Elementary School in Iriya area- an
area located on the high land that was luckily safe from the
devastating tsunami disaster that hit Minami-Sanrikucho,
Miyagi Prefecture.

Iriya Elementary School was selected as a model school for
DRR education by Miyagi Prefecture. Although the school
did not suffer from the tsunami disaster, it is located in
the area where landslide problem is concerned. Besides, it
also has to function as a base for logistical support when
tsunamis occur.

The Minami-Sanriku Disaster Prevention Center
where many people fell victims to the tsunami disaster

However, most of the citizens do not have much sense of
danger towards landslides, so DRR chief teachers were
worried about how to build DRR awareness among local
people.

Therefore, it was expected that the SDRA (School Disaster
Resilience Assessment) by Kyoto University and know-how
of SEEDS Asia in community support will be leveraged.
SEEDS Asia promises cooperation including schedule for
the next fiscal year and hopes to build close linkage with
the local area in Minami-Sanriku town to promote DRR
education.
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In Minami-Sanriku, 90% of children go to school from distant places by bus
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Emergency relief for affected people in the big
fire in Labutta Township

Distribution of school kits to affected students

In Labutta district, Ayeyarwady region, a big fire broke out
in the middle of night on 4th February 2016. 179 houses
and 20 stores were burned down and 190 households were
affected. Based on the damage report by Labutta Township
Government Office, Education Office, the Department
of Relief and Resettlement- Ministry of Social Welfare
Relief and Resettlement, SEEDS Asia distributed school
kits to a total of 170 affected students in five (5) schools
on 9th February. In this emergency relief, 4,148,000ks
(about 410,000 Yen) was donated by Myanmar Engineer
Society, professors from Myanmar's universities, SEEDS
Asia's Burmese friends, staff members from SEEDS Asia's
Headquarters and Myanmar Office. We would like to
express our deep gratitude for your warm support. More
detailed information about this support can be seen via
the link below. Moreover, the donation received after
emergency relief will be used to support the 29 students
that have been added to the report by Labutta Township
Education Office (expected to be distributed after the
school year final exam).

http://www.seedsasia.org/JP/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/
Report_on_fire_Labutta_20160219SEEDS.pdf.

A group photo with students and teachers

and staff from Labutta Towsnhip Education Office

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Disaster Risk
Areas

Preparatory work for establishment of DRRAC and
Opening of DRRAC in Laputta BEHS 2 [Kungyangon,
Labutta and Bogale Township]




This project which is completed at the end of March 2016
has been aiming to build the linkage between schools and
local area through the establishment of six DRR Activity
Centers In Bogare Township, Kungyangon Township and
Labutta Township, with two Centers in each Township.
The project is nearing its completion, all six DRR Activity
Centers were opened as planned. On 12th February, the
person in charge of this project in JICA Kansai, Mr. Shirai,
visited Myanmar to monitor the situation in two DRRACs in
Labutta Township (in Basic Education High School (BEHS)
No.2 of Labutta Township and BEHS in Bithu village).

1) Kungyangon Township

Before the opening ceremony held on 31st January, training
and workshop were implemented at the second DRRAC
in Kungyangon Township which is located in Letkhokkone
village as follows.

@® Training in safe construction technology (6th- 7th
January)

@ Action Plan Workshop for DRRAC in Letkhokkone village
(27th January)

Head of Kungyangon Township and Mr. Sakurai
from JICA Myanmar attended the opening ceremony

Meanwhile, on 15th February, JICA Kansai had a monitoring

visit to the DRRAC located in Kungyangon's Basic Education

High School. In the visit, there was explanation about the

DRR Exhibition Model by students.
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A student explaining DRR Exhibition Model at
Kungyangon’ s DRRAC 1 (in Kungyangon Township’ s BEHS)
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2) Labutta Township

On 12th and 13th February, Mr. Shirai from JICA Kansai
visited and monitored the situation in DRRACs in Labutta
Township, which are located in Labutta BEHS No.2 and
BEHS in Bithu village. Through the visit, it was confirmed
that DRR leaders who received training are implementing
sustainable DRR education activities and there is also
spreading effect to other schools.

Visitors could also hear about the active support of
DRRAC's members in firefighting when a big fire broke out
in the fourth of this month in Labutta Township.

Monitoring at DRRAC 2 in Labutta Township

3) Bogare Township

In Bogale Township, opening ceremonies of two DRRACs
were held in Kun Thee Chaung Village in Kyon Nyo Island
on 9th February and Bogale Tin Aung Library on 10th.

Before the opening ceremonies, training courses were
conducted as follows.

@ Training in firefighting (12th-15th January)

@ Workshop on action plan for DRRAC (23rd January)

® Seminar on earthquake and tsunami (24th January)

@ Training in safe construction technology (4th- 5th
January)



At the training in firefighting in Bogare Township

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

Consultation meeting between Department of Relief
and Resettlement- Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement and members of the Consortium

As a consortium member in this project, SEEDS Asia
is going to implement disaster management research
and awareness activities. On 7th January, as part of the
project, a meeting for review and discussion was held at
the Department of Relief and Resettlement- Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and members of
the Consortium at the Department's Office in Naypyidaw.
SEEDS Asia made concrete explanation about project
overview, research method, expected output etc to the
Department of Relief and Resettlement. Regarding the
explanation by SEEDS Asia, Mr. U Soe Aung- Director of the
Department showed strong determination of strengthening
cooperation with the universities which are implementing
disaster-related research.

(*Consortium member : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar Red
Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED and Technical support
agencies: UNICEF, HelpAge, Handicap International,
ASHOKA )

SEEDS Asia explained the disaster management research
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Meeting with Department of Relief and Resettlement
and Dagon University (Department of Geology)

Invited by the Department of Relief and Resettlement (in
Napyidaw) after the meeting on 7th January mentioned
above, SEEDS Asia visited Naypyidaw with Professor
Khin Khin Wai- Head of Department of Geology, Dagon
University on 23rd February 2016; Professor Khin Khin Wai
introduced some subjects in the Diploma Course of “Disaster
Studies” that Dagon University is providing. Receiving the
explanation, Mr. U Soe Aung- Director of the Department
of Relief and Resettlement agreed on the promotion of
the cooperation with Dagon University to aim at a more
complete curriculum for the National Disaster Management
Training Center that the Department established. Besides,
Professor Rajib Shaw- SEEDS Asia’ s Board Chairman
presented 14 books in the field of environment and disaster
risk reduction (such as "Urban Disasters and Resilience
in Asia, Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk
Reduction") to the Disaster Management Training Center.
The Director of the Department of Relief and Resettlement
expressed his gratitude and gave a crystal glass present
which has the Department's logo to SEEDS Asia.

SEEDS receiving a present from Department of Relief and Resettlement

at the meeting with the Department and Dagon University

Orientation and workshop on DRR research action
(Dagon University)

Based on the Workshop “Training- Research- Action” in
disaster risk reduction implemented in October, on 21st-
22nd February 2016, in cooperation with Dagon University,
SEEDS Asia held a workshop on action-research in disaster
risk reduction for 16 students of the university and 14
young researchers. SEEDS introduced basic method and
process in “action-research” in which improvement plan
is derived from condition understanding and analysis.
Participants showed great concern.



Group photo with workshop participants from Dagon University

Field research and focal group discussion that leads to
Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI)

In this project, CCRI research is implemented in 26 areas
in Ayeyarwadi region. A research group was formed
from staff of Department of Relief and Resettlement,
coordinators from SEEDS Asia’ s Myanmar office and Ei Ei
Khine, a student in Doctor Course in Yangon Technological
University. From January to February, the group conducted
research in MaubinTownship, Kyaiket Township. Maubin
Township, Maulamyinggyun Township, Dedaye Township,,
Pathein Township, Tharbaung Township, Ngaputaw
Township.

CCRI is composed of interview using survey as well as
focal discussion for administrative organizations, local
government, community, etc. It collects 125 data entries in
5 focal points which evaluate disaster resilience of coastal
areas: @ social economy, @ infrastructure, @ institution
and governance, @ coastal area management, ® natural
environment.

Investigation through interview with staff from

administrative organization held in Pathein region
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|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Capacity Building for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) through Cooperation between
Local Communities and Education Sector in
Cebu Province

Workshop on making the iPlans that integrate DRR
education

iPlan is the Instruction Plan which all teachers in the
Philippines must prepare before conducting lessons. In
order to put disaster risk reduction (DRR) education that
SEEDS Asia proposed in this project into practice, teachers
need to create the iPlans that integrate DRR education
into Basic Education Curriculum. However, in fact, many
teachers do not prepare the iPlans even when they conduct
general classes. In order to enhance teachers' skill in
writing the plans, SEEDS Asia organized workshops on
making iPlans on 8th, 10th-11th, 14th-15th and 17th
December, 2015 for six (6) DRR Education Model Schools
in collaboration with the CID (Curriculum Implementation
Division) - the section in charge of checking and evaluating
iPlans.

As a result, after these workshops, all the model schools
in Danao, Bogo and Daanbantayan submitted their iPlans
which concerned continuous implementation of DRR
education. The iPlan will then be revised by the CID and a
pilot test of the plan will be carried out in another school.
Once it is formally approved by DepEd, this iPlan becomes
a comprehensive model of education to be shared on the
website of LRMDS (Learning Resource Management and
Development System) of DepEd - a portal that is open
for the whole country and the world. This is such an
unprecedented initiative by this project.

A workshop on making iPlan at Central school, Bogo



Harvest of Excellence Award of DepEd Region Office
VII to SEEDS Asia

DepEd Region Office VII held an awarding ceremony for
its partners on 1st February, 2016. SEEDS Asia was one of
the recognized partners for its valuable contribution to the
enhancement of basic education through building teachers’
capacity on DRR education, integrating DRR education into
basic education and iPlans for levels from kindergarten to
grade 10 (junior high school), and having DRR initiatives in
school-based DRR education in cooperation with respective
local communities.

2015 HARVEST OF EXCELLENCE
AWARD

]
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Harvest of Excellence Award of DepEd Region Office VII to SEEDS Asia

Meeting on the Implementation of DRR Education in
Cooperation with Local Community

Since the commencement of the DRR Education Project
in Cebu Province in November 2014, the progression and
achievement is being realized gradually. SEEDS Asia has
established the system of DRR Education promotion in
cooperation with DepEd Region VII Office by creating the
a steering committee and a Core Team, and conducting
5-day capacity building training as ToT (Training of
Trainers) in addition to a study visit for the Core team in
Japan. Moreover, the Core Team has provided training
in DRR education to the identified teachers at the six
(6) DRR Education Model Schools. Now the next step
is to strengthen the linkage with local community for
the sustainability of DRR education. Therefore, SEEDS
Asia organized meetings on implementation of DRR
education through cooperation with the local community
at model schools on 22nd-24th and 29th February,
2016. The meetings gathered representatives of Parent-
Teacher Associations (PTAs), barangay captains, the local
government disaster risk management (DRRM) officers and
the Model School’ s teachers.
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During the meeting, SEEDS Asia introduced the outline of
this project and emphasized the importance of the linkage
with local community in DRR Education. There was also
discussion on the roles and responsibilities of each member
of the community before, during and after disasters.
Furthermore, representatives of the Model Schools had
chance to report the DRR Education initiatives that their
schools had implemented. The presentation of the Model
Schools clearly showed their active involvement in many
DRR-related activities and change in their attitude in only
about two months- a short span of time after their training
from 26th-30th October 2015.

Hopefully, after this meeting, schools, PTAs, barangays
and the local government will unite to reach the goal of
implementing DRR education through cooperation with the
local community.

Group photo with participants in the meeting at
BEATRIZ D. DURANO Memorial National High School in Danao

by | Philippines (Makati) )

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan (MOFA): Project on Raising Awareness
for Disaster Risk Reduction by Mobile
Knowledge Resource Center (MKRC)

Myanmar Study Visit

SEEDS Asia's main partners in this Project, the
Project Implementation Team (PIT) sent their five (5)
representatives to Myanmar for a study visit in order for
them to learn from the founder of the original MKRC, from
31st January to 6th February, 2016. SEEDS Asia Myanmar
has its pioneering implementation of Mobile Knowledge
Resource Center (MKRC) which the City Government of
Makati will refer to in awareness-raising of DRR in its
communities.

The PIT representatives were sent from the following
offices/ organizations:

1. Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Office, Makati
City Government



2. Urban Development Department, Makati City
Government

3. Information and Community Relations Department,
Makati City Government

4. Liga ng mga Barangay (League of Barangays), Makati
City Government

5. Department of Education - Makati City Division.

These members are the core implementers who are the
decision-makers and trainers of their community members.

Below is the schedule of the Visit.

Jan. 31| Transfer from Manila to Yangon
RN Briefing on DRR systems and situations in
eb.
Myanmar and the Philippines
« Field visit and observation of actual MKRC
training conduct
Feb. 2 .
« Courtesy call on Relief and Resettlement
Department
+ Workshop on Monitoring & Evaluation
Feb. 3 | - Courtesy call on Myanmar Engineering Society
+ Courtesy call on Ministry of Education
Feb. 4
Workshop on planning
Feb. 5
Feb. 6 | Transfer from Yangon to Manila

Thanks to the host in Myanmar, the Visit provided a great
load of information and ideas on how the Makati MKRC
will be implemented. Through the observation of actual
MKRC training on 2nd February, the members could obtain
concrete ideas on how the MKRC training can be further
improved in Makati. Meeting with different agencies who
have been involved in MKRC training at different stages
of planning, conducting and future implementation,
the representatives were able to capture possible
challenges and vision the hopeful scope for contributing to
communities with various partners.

Makati PIT members listening to the explanation

of one of the hazard simulation models
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As the pioneer, the Myanmar Team also provided a lot
of findings and advice to the representatives through a
series of workshops. The outputs of the workshops were
something that the representatives could bring back to the
Philippines for further improvement.
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Group photo with Myanmar Engineering Society,

SEEDS Asia Myanmar Team's counterpart

After coming back to the Philippines, the representatives
shared their learning to their fellow members in Makati City
Government and confirmed their future implementation
plan. This Visit surely helped to motivate the PIT and have
definite visions for awareness-raising using the MKRC in
Makati City.

Announcements from SEEDS Asia '

Event report

One World Festival 2016

On 6th and 7th February, SEEDS Asia participated in the
international cooperation festival "One World Festival"
in Osaka. This is the biggest festival in international
cooperation held in Kansai region. It was the 5th time for
SEEDS Asia to set a booth in this event.

There were many booths exhibited by NGOs, NPOs,
international institutions, higher educational institutions and
companies which are based in Kansai region. Approximately
24,000 people visited this event in two days.

SEEDS Asia exhibited some photos taken at project sites
and disaster risk reduction (DRR) education materials used
in Vietnam and Myanmar projects. Some visitors asked
how we chose the countries where we're implementing
projects or how we used DRR education materials, so we
explained to them the purpose of each project as well as
demonstrated how to use the materials. Many students and
working people visited our booth. It was a good opportunity
for us to introduce our activities to visitors.
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SEEDS Asia's staff member giving a quiz in disaster risk reduction to a child
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New staff member

4 N
Cebu-Philippines Office (Akiko Kida)

Hello everyone, I am Akiko Kida. I am in charge of
Cebu project in the Philippines. About two months
has passed since I came here. I am glad to work
with Filipinos, their big motivation toward disaster
risk reduction education keeps encouraging and
stimulating me.

I worked in hospitals in Japan as a qualified nurse
for several years, afterward I contributed to the
development of medical care services in Laos as a
nurse through the projects of JICA and NGO. Some
of my friends asked me: "why did you choose to
work in disaster risk reduction (DRR) instead of
working as a nurse?". However, I think nursing and
DRR are related closely and courses in disaster
nursing education have also been established for a
long time. I am proud to be part of the project of
SEEDS Asia since I have been growing my interest
on humanitarian and community development.
My further vision for the future is to stimulate
community in Japan through the experiences of
working overseas as a member of SEEDS Asia and
through the broad DRR education which combines
DRR and nursing. Thank you and nice to see you all.

N

SEEDS Asia's headquarters moved

SEEDS Asia moved headquarters to a new office. The new
address is as follows:

3-11-30-302, Okamoto, Higashinada-ku, Kobe, Japan, 658-
0072.

Our telephone and fax number do not change.



