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The Final Workshop in the Project on Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction in Disaster Risk Areas in Myanmar
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@] Urgent Notice : Kumamoto Earthquake . e Tanba City .

Japan Platform

Launching support activities for Kumamoto

On 14th and 16th April, 2016, big earthquakes whose
seismic intensity by JMA was VII occurred in Kumamoto
Prefecture. We would like to express our sincere sympathy
to the victims of the earthquake.

SEEDS Asia conducted damage/needs assessment in
Kumamoto from 16th to 21st May, and got the agreement
with Department of Disaster Risk Management in Uki City
and Social Welfare Council in the city to have support
activities in the city where aid organizations hardly have
their activities in spite of continuous aftershocks of seismic
intensity more than IV. One month has passed since the
earthquake occurred, and the environment surrounding the
affected people changes every moment; Volunteers from
the outside of the prefecture have been accepted, some
evacuation centers were integrated, and schools reopened.
From June, the volunteer center will be changed into the
recovery support center by Uki Social Welfare Council so
that various needs from affected people can be responded.
Support for the management of the recovery support
center by SEEDS Asia with know-how of community
recovery and resources in Kesennuma will be conducted.

Temporary housing has been constructed from now. Long-
term support will be needed in affected areas. Thank
you for your understanding and cooperation to support
activities of SEEDS Asia in Kumamoto.

[Please help us raise fund!]

Your contribution to Donation for Kumamoto Earthquake
Emergency Support can be made via the following website.
We are looking forward to receiving your warm support.
Thank you!

https://kessai.canpan.info/org/seedsasia/
donation/101408/

e B
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Damage in Minami-Aso. Many houses were collapsed at their first floor

while landslides happened on a hillside

Joint Project with Tanba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

The joint project with Tanba City for Community
Development was launched

On 12th April 2016, Signing Ceremony of the Agreement on
Joint Project with Tanba City for Community Development
was held. This agreement was reached with the city on the
promotion of participatory disaster risk reduction (DRR)
education through school-community linkage.

The idea of this project was generated when a visit was
made to Tanba City in a Study Visit to Japan for members
of Cebu-Philippines Project in July 2015. The visit was
to introduce the damage that Tanba City suffered in the
heavy rain and landslide in 2014 and the activities towards
recovery. After that visit, many meetings were held with
Tanba City to discuss possibility of a joint project, which led
to this project agreement.

This project aims to promote sustainable DRR education
through school-community linkage in Tanba City in the
future through building a promotion system and a pioneer
model in affected area, and developing educational
materials and system that help to expand the experience
throughout the city. We hope to receive your kind support
and cooperation in this project.
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Handshake between the City Mayor, the corporations which joined
this agreement and SEEDS Asia at the Signing Ceremony

The first liaison conference with appointed DRR schools

On 27th April 2016, Tanba City Board of Education,
representatives from four (4) appointed DRR schools and
SEEDS Asia gathered in the first conference for appointed
DRR schools. DRR schools are the schools which were
appointed by Tanba City this year to do research in and
implement DRR education. Four schools, including two
elementary schools and two junior high schools located
in the areas that were affected by the heavy rain and
landslide in 2014 were appointed as DRR schools. Liaison
conference for appointed DRR schools is held for the
schools to share and learn from each other’ s direction and
achievements in research and practice.



In this first conference, project overview and future plan
were discussed. It was learned that the linkage with
community varied between schools, so it was determined
that the next conference would be about appropriate
cooperation system of each school with its local community.

- Bangladesh .

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Kick-off Workshop

On April 24th, 2016, SEEDS Asia organized a kick-
off workshop for a project titled “Capacity building for
community-based Disaster Risk Reduction in Urban Areas
of Bangladesh” . Risk of urban disasters such as earthquake
and downpour is increasing in Dhaka, one of the mega
cities in Asia. Our counterpart for this project is the Dhaka
North City Corporation and the project aims to increase the
capacity of local communities to cope with natural disasters
in City. City government officials, university, Fire service
department, and NGOs attended the kick-off workshop and
discussed the importance of community-based approach
in coping with urban disasters. SEEDS Asia also shared
our activities in other countries and some success stories
of community-based DRR such as Kobe’ s Bokomi and
Mumbai’ s ALM. The project was nicely kick-started with
participation of various stakeholders.

Group photo at the kick-off workshop

Visit to Armanitola Government High School

On 27th April, SEEDS Asia visited Armanitola Government
High School for the 2nd anniversary of students’ DRR
committee. We could also observe an evacuation drill which
was conducted on that day.
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Armanitola Government High School is located in the South
of the city with about 1500 students. Students established
their DRR committee called “Earth Club” two years ago
with support from SEEDS Asia. They have continued their
activities even after we left, recruiting new members
and conducting activities such as evacuation drill. It was
very encouraging to see those students who were highly
motivated and proud of their initiative

Earth Club members

‘@] The Great East Japan Earthquake |
UMCOR - CWS Japan

A class in disaster risk reduction for parents and
children in Hashikami Junior High School in Kesennuma

City

On 16th April 2016, a class in disaster risk reduction (DRR)
was held for parents and students of Hashikami Junior High
School in Kesennuma City and SEEDS Asia served as a
lecture.

The conduct of the class was quickly determined in March
when the Committee for the Promotion of DRR Education
in Hashikami Area appealed to schools to stimulate Parents
Association (PTA) to take part in school-based DRR
activities: “General meeting of PTA will take place in April,
let” s take this occasion” .

Two days before the class, a huge earthquake occurred in
Kumamoto city in Japan. On 16th, the day the class was
conducted, everyone was talking about that earthquake
as another big main shock occurred again in Kumamoto.
“The importance of DRR classes was recalled, wasn’ t it?”
- said the school principal when he was talking about the
memories of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
in 2011. Moreover, the vice principal of the school from this
year came from Kumamoto, so actually he must have felt
rushed immediately, but he worked calmly and guided me
to the hall.



Students were already lining up in the gym which was
the venue. There were many familiar faces, such as the
students who made DRR map in elementary school two
years ago, a student who was in the same DRR camp
with SEEDS staff, or a student who went with SEEDS staff
to an observation trip to DRR camp in Saijo City, Ehime
Prefecture.

It was right after the Kumamoto earthquake occurred.
Everyone was serious. The PTA gathered around the
students.

“Do you know about ESD (Education for Sustainable
Development)?” - The lecture started with a lesson. Both
students and parents could not answer. We understand
that schools and the Board of Education considered how
to convey this matter to the PTA as an important matter.
Therefore, we showed the movie “ESD in Kesennuma-
Innovation in DRR education” . We hoped that through
watching this movie, PTA members would understand in
what kind of environment children would think and learn
about living.

Because the video used a lot of images of the audiences’
hometown and the people they knew, it drew joyful
laughter from the audiences. It seemed that the PTA
members could somehow feel something important in the
images they saw of lively children in the surrounding area
studying.

“Even a large tree will incline if it is blown by a wind every
day, regardless of whether we can see the changes or not.
What direction will we be inclined to when a big disaster
occurs? We must create “a wind” that can help. Let’ s build
a town where everybody can survive after disasters.” The
lecture ended up with those words, and hopefully it will link
to a new step in DRR for the surrounding area of Hashikami
Junior High School.

- el

SEEDS showed a movie in the lecture in Kashikami Junior High School
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JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Disaster Risk
Areas

Project completion and announcement of debriefing
session held in JICA Kansai

This project was successfully completed in the end of
March. We would like to express our sincere appreciation to
all the people who supported for this project.

JICA Kansai arranged a debriefing session (in Japanese) as
follows.

Date : 30th May (Mon) 18 : 30-20 : 00.

(Registration starts at 18 : 00)

Venue : Briefing Room, 2nd floor, JICA Kansai .
Registration can be made by sending the following
information: © Name @ Telephone number, @ Email
address by email to jicaksic-kusanone@jica.go.jp or over
the telephone: 078-261-0384 (Matsuura, Shirai, Kumagai,
Citizen Participation Division, JICA Kansai). Personal
information will be used only for the contact related to this
event.

No registration fee is required.

Group photo at the Final Workshop

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

The first meeting with technical advisory group (TAG)
for Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development on
Disaster Management (MCCDDM) project

As a MCCDDM member, SEEDS Asia attended the first
meeting with technical advisory group (TAG) for Myanmar
Consortium for Capacity Development on Disaster
Management (MCCDDM) project at Relief and Resettlement
Department (RRD) office in Nay Pyi Taw on 8th March 2016.



The major agenda was to brief TAG about activities under
the MCCDDM project. SEEDS Asia reported the activities
that the organization had conducted, such as holding
the workshop on Training-Research-Action, donating
of 52 books related to disaster management and 232
recommended documents, attending consultation meeting
on partnership with universities and technical institutions,
providing scholarships to researchers from Yangon
Technological University and Department of Geography of
Dagon University. A member of the TAG group, the Pro-
Rector of Yangon Technological University, made a positive
comment on the activities related to Action-Research
and emphasized the importance of the linkage between
research and action as well as cooperation with related
agencies in Myanmar.

( % Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc.

% TAG (Technical Advisory Group) is formed from 17
organizations including universities and related government
agencies. )

In the meeting at RRD

Consultation meeting with officials of Relief and
Resettlement Department (RRD) in Nay Pye Taw

A consultation meeting with officials of Relief and
Resettlement Department was held at RRD in Nay Pyi Taw
on 7th April. The main agenda was to review the project
activities. SEEDS Asia and RRD agreed that activities
of SEEDS would remain the same and reconfirmed the
importance of information sharing with RRD about our
activities such as reports on CCRI/CDRI research surveys in
Ayeyarwady Region.

% CCRI: Coastal Community Resilience Index
% CDRI: Climate Disaster Resilience Index
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Discussion during the meeting at RRD

The field survey of Coastal Community Resilience
Index (CCRI) survey in Ayeyarwady Region completed

Field surveys on CCRI were completed and analyzing
process on their data was started in the beginning of April.
Covering 26 townships in Ayeyarwady Region, the survey
was conducted by the research group which consisted of
a Ph. D student of Yangon Technological University, Ms.
Ei Ei Khine, RRD personnel and local project coordinator
of SEEDS Asia Myanmar Office. CCRI consists of survey
and focal group discussion to gain the information at
township level by interviewing and having discussion
with government departments, fishermen, farmers and
village community development committee etc. The
research group is gaining findings of 125 items from 5
major dimensions including socio-economy, infrastructure,
institution and governance, coastal zone management and
natural environment.

Conducting CCRI survey in Pathein Township

Donation of books on disaster risk reduction to
Geography Department of Dagon University

On 31st March, 64 books on disaster risk reduction were
donated by the Chairman of the Board of SEEDS Asia,
Dr. Rajib Shaw to Dagon University through Myanmar
office. The books were handed over to the Head of
Geography Department, Professor Khin Khin Wai in order
to mainly support research team of CDRI which consisted
of professors and Master’ s students from Geography
Department to effectively understand CDRI survey.



In cooperation with SEEDS, the research team will start
field survey of CDRI in May 2016.

I r , . o .
Group photo with Professor Khin Khin Wai and Geography Department

— India .

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

Media session

A media session was held at Banaras Hindu University in
the morning of 16th April. Local journalists from seven (7)
news companies attended this session.

The overview and the progress of the project were
presented to the media while the plan of “publishing
students’ articles in DRR in newspapers” was proposed and
explained.

In this activity, students will create articles or pictures with
the contents related to disaster risk reduction, then an
excellent work will be selected and published in newspapers
regularly and continuously. This aims to promote the
awareness of DRR of children in particular and all citizens
in Varanasi in general through newspapers.

All journalists were interested in this plan and the
cooperation for the project was agreed among media
groups.

At media session
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Training of Trainers

Training of Trainers was held at Banaras Hindu University
on 16th and 17th of April. This training is to train
leaders so that they can conduct DRR/Climate Change
(CC) education in each school and DRR activities in
each community. Therefore, core members in DRR/CC
education and activities such as representative teachers
from Climate Schools (CS) and surrounding schools and
also representatives of community groups attended this
training.

On the first day of the training, SEEDS specialists and
Professors of Banaras Hindu University gave presentation
on basic knowledge of disasters, disaster condition in
Varanasi City and DRR education in Asia while on the
second day, participants discussed the DRR activities
that their schools and communities were implementing.
Moreover, the participants created and shared to each
other their concrete activity plans and targets for the next
one or three years which might help to strengthen their
schools and communities’ resilience to disasters.

This training provided a good opportunity for participants to
think seriously and discuss how to build their own schools
and communities’ capacity for DRR.

Teachers were making activity plans

|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Capacity Building for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) through Cooperation between
Local Communities and Education Sector in
Cebu Province

Selection of Promotion Schools

After the stage of building capacity and implementing DRR
education in model schools, SEEDS Asia is in the next stage
of our project which is to select Promotion Schools for DRR
Education.



On 2nd March 2016, SEEDS Asia organized a meeting
with Promotion Schools for DRR Education roll-out at
DepEd Region VII Office. The meeting was attended
by the Regional Director of Region VII, staff from Local
Disaster Risk Reduction Management Office (DRRMOs)
and School Division Superintendents (SDS) from DepEd’ s
seven (7) division offices. The purpose of this meeting is
to share common understanding and perception of SEEDS
Asia’ s DRR activities and to obtain cooperation from all
stakeholder through presentations on the overview of Cebu
Project, the importance of DRR education, the role required
for each stakeholder in DRR and also criteria for selecting
Promotion Schools. In April, Promotion Schools were
selected in seven (7) divisions.

Name of Division Name of Promotion School

Carcar City Carcar Central Elementary School
Cebu City Cebu City National Elementary School
Talisay City Tanke Elementary School

Toledo City Taravela Elementary School

Naga City Balirong Elementary School

Mandaue City Mandaue National Comprehensive High School

Lapu-Lapu City Buaya Elementary School

At the meeting with Promotion Schools

Kick-off Meeting with DRR_Education Promotion
Schools

In April 2016, First Meetings were held in selected
Promotion Schools. Each meeting gathered Local DRR
Management Office (DRRMO), DepEd Division DRR
management focal person, school’ s head teacher, DRR
management focal person and ten (10) teachers in charge
of DRR education. The purpose of these meetings is also
to share common understanding and perception of SEEDS
Asia’ s DRR activities and to obtain cooperation from
all stakeholder through presentations on the overview
of Cebu Project, the importance of DRR education and
the role required for each stakeholder in DRR. At the
same time, the teachers showed us their understanding
and motivation to implement DRR Education Project.
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Teachers showed their motivation to implement DRR education

Core Team Workshop for Sustainability of DRR
Education

On 14th-15th April 2016, SEEDS Asia organized a workshop
for Core Team to maintain sustainable DRR Education in
cooperation with local community. As the project is going
to end in one year, this workshop aims to heighten the
Core Team’ s awareness of their own role as the leaders in
the implementation of sustainable DRR education including
building an Action Plan together based on their common
vision about the project, and thinking how to put the
plan into practice. In the end of Workshop, Dr Emiliano
Elnar (from DepEd RO7) declared their commitment to
participating actively in the implementation of sustainable
DRR Education in cooperation with local community.

Core Team Workshop

Group photo with Core Team Members after workshop



Pre-Training Meeting

On 20th-28th April 2016, Pre-Training Meetings were held
in seven (7) Promotion Schools as orientation session to
prepare for the training for teachers which is scheduled
on 16th-20th May. These meetings aimed to increase
teachers’ readiness for training through sharing the
training’ s program and contents. Moreover, Pre-Tests on
basic knowledge of DRR and motivation were conducted to
the teachers who would participate in the training in order
to measure their basic DRR knowledge and motivation by
objective indicators.

Teachers received DRR knowledge test at pre-training orientation

& Nepal '

The Japan Platform

Monitoring of educational kits using condition

Visits to project site have been refrained due to reasons
such as fuel shortage. However, in February, arrangements
for school visits were restarted and in March, school visits
were conducted to monitor using condition of educational
kits and to follow up of the content of workshop. In March,
visits were conducted to 18 schools which were among 35
targeted schools but had not been monitored. In all the
visited schools, the achievement of this project could be
confirmed as the big posters that showed the workshop
were displayed in either staff rooms or classrooms and the
workshop content was widely aware of.

This project ended all planned activities and completed on
31st March. We would like to express our deep gratitude
to all kind support and cooperation we received during the
implementation of this project.
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Students playing with distributed Carrom (Nepal’ s board game)

Central Community Chest of Japan, Donation
from Japanese People

Project on Capacity Building of Disaster Risk
Management for Village Development Committees was
launched

It has been a year since the Gorkha Earthquake occurred
in April 2015. Through the activities implemented in
Sindhuli district- an affected area up to now, it was learned
that memories of the earthquakes in the past had not
been handed down, and evacuation drill had never been
conducted as well. Therefore, it was determined that from
April 2016, workshops would be held in cooperation with
CDCCS (Center for Disaster and Climate Change Studies)
- a Nepalese organization in order to clarify lessons about
earthquakes and implement the evacuation drills which aim
to convey lessons learned after disasters.

From now on, we hope to receive your continuous support
in our activities for affected people in Nepal Earthquake.

One year after Nepal Earthquake,
this affected school has not been reconstructed yet.
Lessons are being conducted in temporary learning centers (TLCs)



Announcements from SEEDS Asia '

New staff member

K

~

Kobe Headquarters Office (Hitomi Kano)

Hello everyone, I am Hitomi Kano. I started working
in SEEDS Asia from this April.

I worked in jobs related to international cooperation
in South/Central American countries for nearly 10
years after graduating from college. Due to my
work, I lived in various places, from the countryside
where even the nearest neighbor lived 2 kilometers
apart, to the metropolitan where the population was
more than 100,000 people---Even though I always
intended to be the one who could help, I think
it" s me myself who was supported by many local
people. After I returned to Japan, I worked for an
NPO which supported activities of NPOs. I feel so
happy to work for overseas communities again, and
I hope I will enjoy my work and work hard to make
the best for people in need.
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Bangladesh Office (Miharu Sato)

Greetings from Bangladesh! My name is Miharu
Sato and I joined SEEDS Asia in April as a project
officer for the project in Bangladesh. I' m living in
Dhaka, one of the mega-cities in Asia, to work on
community-based DRR in cooperation with the city.
I" m excited that mango season is about to start in
Bangladesh.

It was when I was a junior high school student that
I saw a photo of a starving child on my textbook
which was very shocking for me at that time
and I started thinking of global issues. I studied
international cooperation at a university in Japan
and went on to a graduate program at the University
of Delhi, India. I had very meaningful time in Delhi
to learn social issues in India and South Asia region
while carrying out fieldwork in the slums of the city.
After working for an American company at its Tokyo
and Mumbai office, I got this opportunity to work for
SEEDS Asia.

Bangladesh was actually the first Asian country that
I visited in my life. Since then I, with my friends,
have supported a non-formal school in a village. So
I' ve been connected to the country and I' m glad
that I came back this time as a project officer. It’ s
my new challenge to work as a NGO staff in the field
of disaster risk reduction. I’ m very excited to work
with the city and communities. I also look forward
to sharing my experiences with you. Thank you.

~




