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Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

A new Project for Disaster Risk Reduction community
in Varanasi has been started

SEEDS Asia has launched a new project in Varanasi city in
cooperation with Kyoto city, Kyoto University, Varanasi city
and Banaras Hindu University since October 2015.

Varanasi city is located in the north of India, on the banks
of the Ganga River. It is one of the old historic cities of
India, which has been constantly inhabited by human
beings for more than 4000 years.

In August 2014, the Kyoto- Varanasi Partnership Agreement
was signed in the presence of Japan’ s Prime Minister Abe
and India’ s Prime Minister Modi. The agreement promotes
cooperative relationship between Kyoto city and Varanasi
city. After this agreement was signed, the academic study
on disaster risks in Varanasi city was conducted by Kyoto
University in cooperation with Banaras Hindu University
and Varanasi city government. This study revealed that the
awareness of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Varanasi
city was low and the disaster countermeasures were also
not systematized enough. The city is increasingly exposed
to different types of small-scale hazards, which may not
turn into mega disasters, but may significantly impact the
lives and livelihoods of the people.

Accordingly, this project aims to conduct DRR activities
involving schools and residents in the city, and develop a
systematical approach in order to protect the people from
hazards when they occur in Varanasi city. For example,
® to implement DRR education in schools using weather
observation equipment, @ to organize community groups
in which the residents plan DRR activities by themselves
to protect their livelihood, ® to develop DRR community
facilitation centers which collect information of activities by
schools and community groups. SEEDS Asia conducts this
project by utilizing Japanese knowledge and technology
that have been developed through disaster experiences in
Japan.

We appreciate your kind support and cooperation in this
project.
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Varanasi city looks foggy beause of air pollution

B Nepal )

Project funded by the Japan Platform

Monitoring of educational kit using condition

SEEDS Asia distributed educational kits and held workshops
on disaster risks and children’ s stress after the earthquake
in Nepal to 11 schools in Prano Jhangajholi VDC in July,
and 12 schools in Jhangajholi Ratamata VDC and 12
schools in Kuseswor Dumja VDC in August. However, a
big poster which summarized content of the workshop as
well as notebooks and pencils for students could not be
distributed to 11 schools in Prano Jhangajholi, so SEEDS
Asia distributed them on 10th September instead. Besides,
a follow-up on the workshop’ s content was conducted
during the distribution. Moreover, in order to monitor
educational kit using condition and do a follow-up on the
workshop, SEEDS Asia had meetings with principals to
confirm the condition in three schools on 23rd, two schools
on 24th and two more schools on 25th September though
schools closed on 25th as it was a public holiday. Since the
latter half of September, due to the restraint on fuel export
from India to Nepal, Nepal has faced serious shortage of
fuel and the citizens’ daily life has become harder. Our
activities have also been limited, but we intend to continue
monitoring in the future.

Monitoring visit of the Japan Platform

On 6th October, the Japan Platform (JPF) carried out an
monitoring visit to the field. The monitoring was welcomed
and appreciated by supporting schools. Especially, one of
the schools expressed that they are happy to use white
boards that were distributed in teaching long numerical
formulas. It was such a heart-warming message for us.



A lesson using a distributed white board in temporary learning center

‘@ The Great East Japan Earthquake |

Project funded by UMCOR - CWS Japan

DRR-and-recovery map making class at Hashikami
Elementary School

From 2nd to 12th September 2015, a DRR-and-recovery
map making class was conducted for fifth graders of
Hashikami Elementary School in Kesennuma city. In
this class, the city’ s Crisis Management Division and
National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster
Prevention attended as advisors and SEEDS Asia as a
lecturer.

Since the progress of disaster recovery in the city still has
not been completed, the map making this time was not
only about risk points, but it also required various other
viewpoints. Therefore the students seemed to find it a
difficult challenge. However, as previous study had nurtured
their awareness of protecting hometown, they showed
positive attitude during the class.

Holding cameras and notepaper, the students interviewed
the local people they met during their walking around
Hashikami District. They noted down seriously the stories
they heard from the local people about disasters, accidents
and earthquakes in the past.

After that, the students discussed with other group
members what to put into the map out of a lot of
information they had gathered. The map was completed
after ten periods of discussion.

The students gave their presentation in front of the chairs
of neighborhood associations. Based on the chair’ s
advice, a better version of the map was finalized and then
exhibited in offices of neighborhood associations.
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The children listening to advice from

the chairs of neighborhood associations

Project funded by UMCOR - CWS Japan

10th Anniversary Symposium of Voluntary

Organization for DRR in Ward 2 of Takinoiri

On 11th October 2015, “10th Anniversary Symposium of
Voluntary Organization for DRR” was held at an assembly
hall in the city by the neighborhood association of Ward 2
of Takinoiri. The Chairman of this neighborhood association
is Mr. Usui, who became the president of the Network
Association of Volunteer Organizations for DRR established
this year.

Since his assumption last year, Mr. Usui, who is also the
Chairman of the Union of Kesennuma Chuo Neighborhood
Associations, has known about SEEDS Asia’ s activities
and become our important partner. This time, from the
planning session, we talked about making this symposium
a chance to gather many people from various standpoints
to discuss DRR, hence panel discussion form was chosen.

Six panelists were from Crisis Management Division of
Kesennuma city, Social Welfare Council of Kesennuma
city, DRR senior teacher from an elementary school in
Kesennuma city, Association for the Promotion of Hashikami
Region, Kyoto University and SEEDS Asia. Panelists with
about 250 audiences discussed a new form for DRR in the
symposium.

It was such an unprecedented event by a single
neighborhood association in terms of scale. The symposium
was also introduced in a local news.

Panelists discussing DRR with 250 audiences
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n Vietnam ‘ DRR education sharing among 8 provinces in Central

Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO Projects:
Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction at
School and Communities in the Coastal Area of
Quangnam Province

Progress report and future plan before the final stage

On 3rd October, an Advisory Committee meeting was held.
DOET (Dept. of Education & Training) and DARD (Dept. of
Agriculture & Rural Development) announced what they
had done on disaster risk reduction (DRR) education so far
and what they would do for its sustainability in the future.

DOET’ s report on the progress and futu re plan

DOET reported on the TOTs (trainings of trainers) that
15 trainers from model schools had implemented for
655 teachers from 219 schools, and on the framework
formulated for the education plan of 2016-2020 which
includes the DRR education implemented in the past two
years. (Please refer to the photo above).

DARD’ s report on the progress and future plan

According to DARD, residents at model communities
participated in TOTs with zeal and they thought the
contents were practical and easy-to-understand.
Especially, they listened attentively to a story of tsunami
told by a participant of the Japan Study Tour. It was also
reported that the residents expressed their expectation
for the establishment of a systematic network between
government and community in the future. (Please refer to

the photo above).
8

Vietnam

On 16th and 17th October, the DRR Workshop for 8
provinces in Central Vietham was held to share the past
5-year projects on disaster risk education in Da Nang and
Quang Nam by SEEDS Asia with other 6 provinces.

The workshop was attended by about 60 participants in
total, including staff from MOET (Ministry of Education
& Training) and MARD (Ministry of Agriculture & Rural
Development), DOET and DARD of 8 provinces, and NGOs.
It lasted 2 days with rich contents such as visit to the sites
of DRR program in model schools/ model areas in each
province, and idea exchange etc.

In idea exchange section, “desirable DRR textbook” and
“budget” which were important factors of this project were
enthusiastically discussed.

II il t

A staff of Hue province started the discussion on the
subject that many organizations had delivered various DRR
teaching materials, but receivers felt it hard to choose;
if possible, DRR textbook should be made based on a
national standard. The earnest discussion was concluded
with the agreement about “using a text book with regional
characteristics and core content based on a national
standard” . (Please refer to the photo above).

A staff from Hue talking about DRR textbook

A staff from Hue talking about DRR textbook



Several provinces showed a negative opinion: “We want to
carry out DRR project, but we can’ t afford to do” . A staff
of Quang Ngai Province responded to this strongly: “Foreign
organizations such as NGOs will certainly withdraw from
Vietnam one day in the future, so we have to start raising
money from our living areas even little by little.” We agreed
and hoped his idea would be understood by all participants.

Ea Myanmar l

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in Disaster Risk
Areas

Preparatory work for establishment of DRRAC and
Opening of DRRAC in Laputta BEHS 2 [Kungyangon,
Labutta and Bogale Township]

The current project, which is supported by JICA, designates
three townships named Kungyangon, Labutta and Bogale
as highly prioritized areas. In each area, two DRR Activity
Centers (DRRACs) are scheduled to be opened (one for
central area and the other for rural area). Thus, during the
project, 6 DRRACs in total will be established, aiming at
enhancing cooperation among government, schools and
community. The project will last until the end of March
2016.

1) Kungyangon Township

It has been a year since the launch of the first DRRAC
in Kungyangon Township. On 12th September, an
annual meeting to reflect on the first year was held with
attendance of eight teachers from BEHS 1 Kungyangon,
eight community members, and six students. As the first
case, this DRRAC has already conducted DRR awareness
training to the children inside and outside of school.
Student groups in which teachers as DRR leaders take
the leading role had a new activity of making big notice
boards which disseminate information about different kinds
of hazards. The DRRAC members also shared the activity
schedule for the next year as well.

Annual meeting in DRRAC in Kungyangon
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Meanwhile, in Let Khoke Khone village, we had some
difficulties in reaching the proposed place for the second
DRRAC in the township due to the continuous heavy
rains. Our car was stuck in the mud and it was hard to
confirm a safe access. At the moment, we are working on
preparation of the training in the area which is expected to
restart around November after the rainy season get over.
(By the previous report, four trainings had already been
completed).

2) Laputta Township

An opening ceremony was held on 3rd October at the Basic
Education High School 2 in Laputta which was chosen as
the first DRRAC in Laputta Township with the presence of
the township’ s Chairman and DRR Committee members
and 50 students.

The Opening of the Disaster Risk Reduction Activity Center in Laputta

3) Bogale Towship

On 28th September, the project team visited the township
to finalize the training schedule for the leaders who will be
in charge of the establishment and activities of the DRRAC.
The urban area group from the central area of the township
and rural area group from Kun Thee Chaung Village in Kyon
Nyon Gyi Island participated in the session. Based on this
schedule, the training shall be started soon!

DRRAC meeting for planing for training in Bogale



USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

Consultation workshop on Partnership with Universities
and Technical institutions in Yangon
Orientation session on Training-Research-Action in
Hinthada [In Yangon and Hinthada]

SEEDS Asia, as a consortium member of MCCDDM
(Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development on
Disaster Management) in Myanmar, is planning to support
in conducting disaster management investigation and
training of DRR awareness. As a part of planned activity,
Consultation Workshop on Partnership with Universities
and Technical Institutions was held on 19th October in
the Myanmar Engineering Society with attendance of
Yangon Technological University, Dagon University, Pathein
University, Myanmar Earthquake Committee, Myanmar Red
Cross Society, and UNDP.

Workshop on Partnership with Universities and Technical Institutions on DRR

On the next days (20th-21st October), Orientation Session
on Training-Research-Action Workshop was also held at the
National Disaster Management Training Center in Myanmar
which belongs to the Relief and Resettlement Department,
Ministry of Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement. There
were 120 attendees including government officials from
Nay Pyi Taw and Ayeyawarddy Region.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM: UNHABITAT/UNDP/
Myanmar Red Cross & American Red Cross /ACTED,
technical support agencies (UNICEF, HelpAge,
International, ASHOKA).

Handicap

Training-Research-Action Workshop in Disaster Management Training Center
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|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Capacity Building for Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) through Cooperation between
Local Communities and Education Sector in
Cebu Province

Conduct of Teachers’ Training

The DRR Education Core Team, consisting of Department
of Education (DepEd) Region VII Office officials, have
undergone various training and workshops and been
capacitated since its formation in March 2015. The next
step for the Core Team is to impart the knowledge, skills
and attitude on DRR education to the teachers of the Model
Schools.

The teachers’ training was conducted in September and
October with two separate workshops. One is the Pre-
Training Orientation conducted per model area (City/
Municipality). The workshop program included presentation
on expectations of the teachers and Model Schools after the
training, as well as introduction of each local government’ s
DRR initiatives to promote the cooperation between schools
and communities. In the question and answer session,
participating teachers asked the local DRR Management
(LDRRM) officers questions such as: "Can we request
for training on DRR management of the school?", "Can
the DRRM Office shoulder the cost of DRR education at
schools?". The schedule and participants of the Pre-Training
Orientation were as follows.

School &
Number of Participants

City/
Municipality

Date

Guinsay Elementary School

12 participants
24th

September

Danao City |Beatriz D. Durano Memorial

National High School
12 participants

Daanbantayan Central

Elementary School

Daanbantayan 12 participants

Municipality
Tapilon National High School

25th 12 participants

September

Bogo Central School I
12 participants

Bogo City  |City of Bogo Arts and Science

Academy

12 participants
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The other training session was held at Ecotech Center ;
- DepEd Region VII Office’ s training facility from 26th Announcements from SEEDS Asia '
to 30th October. 72 teachers from all the Model Schools

gathered in this five-day Proper Training-Workshop. New staff members

Before this Training-Workshop, the Core Team had
consecutive meetings to decide the roles per session
and prepare the required documents by DepEd. These
documents will serve as records and a manual where the
contents of the program, the flow and necessary resources
of each session are stated for future references if DepEd is
willing to conduct the same kind of training on their own.

Gndia Office (Maiko Miyazaki) \

Hello, my name is Maiko Miyazaki. I started to work at
SEEDS Asia as project officer of Varanasi project from
the middle of October, and will move to India soon.

I was volunteering in Nepal as a JICA Volunteer till
July. This time, I will work in India which is next to
Nepal as one of SEEDS Asia’ s members. This is my
first time to visit Varanasi, I have visited some places
in India before though. So, I am looking forward to
staying in Varanasi that is famous for the Ganges.

Everything is new for me, which makes me worry a
little, but at the same time, I am excited to work for
this project. I will do my best to improve Disaster Risk
Reduction system in Varanasi with local people.

Participating teachers practicing “survival cooking” that the Core Team

observed in Kesennuma City during Japan Study Visit

In this Training-Workshop, the Core Team members
and guest speakers provided interactive lectures and
experiential learning, which made participating teachers
take note enthusiastically and speak out to share their
thoughts with other participants. The next objective is to

establish and spread effective model of DRR education. k ' ' . J
In order to achieve this, in the next few months, the
participating teachers are expected to utilize the iPlans \

(Instructional Plans) that were created on the last day of Myanmar Office (Shigehiro Shibata)
the Training-Workshops in their respective schools as well

as to conduct capacity building training to their colleague Hello everyone. I am Shigehiro Shibata. I've just
teachers who could not attend the training.

started working for SEEDS Asia since 11th November
2015 as a project officer in Myanmar office. My role
here is to manage ongoing project called Myanmar
Consortium for Capacity Development on Disaster
Management. I would like to make a positive
contribution to Myanmar people through SEEDS Asia.

Participating teachers taking pre-training assessment test




