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Observation visit to Nishihara Village in Kumamoto Prefecture
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(HFEIFEFEBEAN SEEDS Asia)
- Project on Support for people affected by Kumamoto Earthquake T658-0072
- Joint Project with Tanba City on Community Development 3-11-30-302 Okamoto,
- Project on Support for people affected by Great East Japan Earthquake & Tsunami |Higashi Nada ku, Kobe, Japan
- Bangladesh: Project on Capacity Building for Community-Based DRR in P R # X [E A 3-11-30-302
Urban Areas of Bangladesh Tel: 078-766-9412
- India: Project on Participartory Community-Based DRM Fax: .978'766'9413 .
- Myanmar: Project on Capacity Building for DRR Email: rep@seedsasia.org

Project on Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development Web: www.seedsasia.org
on Disaster Management Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/

- Philippines: Project on DRR Education with School- Community Linkage in Cebu pages/SEEDS—-Asia/206338119398923
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e Kumamoto Earthquake '

Japan Platform

Project on support for people affected by Kumamoto
Earthquake was launched

From June 2016, SEEDS Asia started the project on support
for the operation of the Recovery Support Volunteer Center
which is established by Uki City Social Welfare Council.

Firstly, SEEDS Asia had a discussion with Uki City Social
Welfare Council about the overview and policy of the
Recovery Support Volunteer Center. Until May, the
Volunteer Center focused on dispatching volunteers to
clean affected houses, and since June, the focus has
been changed to the support for the affected people
who have stayed in evacuation shelters. Therefore, the
activity started with the conduct of hearing survey in
six evacuation shelters in Uki City in order to create a
concrete support activity plan which is based on the needs
of evacuation shelters. According to the result, café and
physical exercise programs have already been implemented
for the affected people who spend daytime in evacuation
shelters to participate if they want to, but there is a need
for the listeners who will proactively talk to them while
still considering their physical condition. For that reason,
SEEDS Asia plans to work with the volunteers who received
training in listening skills to provide the support that
considers the feelings of affected people.

Meanwhile, since Uki city and the Social Welfare Council did
not have a chance to hold discussions about life support for
affected people, SEEDS Asia and the Crisis Management
Division of Uki City collaborated to hold an exchanging
meeting on support for temporary housing on 11th June.
The meeting had fifteen participants from divisions of Uki
city, Social Welfare Council and external aid agencies. In
the meeting, participants shared about current condition
of the construction of and support for temporary housing,
issues on the support for temporary housing in the Great
East Japan Earthquake, and based on those contents, they
discussed future support for the affected people who are
living in temporary housing as well as the affected people
who are living at their home. According to a questionnaire
to participants, there were many comments such as “Now I
understand about the ideas and condition of other agencies”,
“Now I understand about the issues and challenges that
may happen at temporary housing” , and the meeting
ended with high contentment as 50% of participants
answered that it was “very meaningful” and 50% answered
that it was “meaningful” .
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Implementation of the exchanging meeting
about support for temporary housing at Uki City Office

Observation visit to Nishihara village in Kumamoto Prefecture

[Please help us raise fund!]

Your contribution to Donation for Kumamoto Earthquake
Emergency Support can be made via the following website.
The affected area is in need of a long-term support. We are
looking forward to receiving your warm support. Thank you
very much!

https://kessai.canpan.info/org/seedsasia/
donation/101408/

. Tamba City '

Joint Project with Tanba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

The second liaison conference with appointed disaster
risk reduction (DRR) schools

On 25th May, the second liaison conference with appointed
disaster risk reduction (DRR) schools was held and attended
by Tamba City Board of Education, representatives of four
(4) appointed DRR schools and SEEDS Asia.

In this second conference, each school presented about
disaster risk reduction (DRR) education at their school
in this school year. Besides, there was discussion about
the policy in building a cooperation system with local
community in their school district.



After that, in order to deepen the investigation about
activities of each school in (DRR) education, in June, staff
members of SEEDS Asia had visits to the schools and
coordinated the training for teachers as well as dates and
contents of DRR classes. Based on the coordination, each
school is going to implement the practice of DRR education
sequentially from July with participation of SEEDS Asia.

Moreover, Tamba City will be visited by project staff
members from Cebu, Philippines in their Japan Study
Visit in the latter half of June, and people from Minami-
Sanrikucho, Kesennuma in their observation visit in August,
in order to share with each other the information about
their practice of DRR education and community DRR.
Coordination for each visit was started from May. SEEDS
Asia is willing to promote DRR education in Tamba City to
have the exchange with other project sites.

At the second liaison conference with appointed DRR schools

‘@] The Great East Japan Earthquake

UMCOR - CWS Japan

Observation visit to Shingu City by members of the
theatrical group “Yume no Umi” (The Sea of Dream)

From 10th to 12th May 1016, three members of the
theatrical group “Yume no Umi” (The Sea of Dream), which
was started by SEEDS Asia and formed by community
people of Karakuwa Town in Kesennuma City, visited
Shingu City in Wakayama Prefecture.

Karakuwa has a deep ancient connection with Shingu City.
1300 years ago, after subjugating Ezo, the then emperor
divided the Kumano tutelary deity’ s body and formed
a convoy and headed to northeast. The general of the
convoy was Mr. Hozumi Shigeyoshi- the territorial ruler of
Nagusa Fujiwara in Kii Province. Mr. Hozumi Shigeyoshi
is an ancestor of Mr. Shintaro Suzuki, the advisor of the
theatrical group.
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Mr. Onono Azumabito- the general of army base in Tagajo
gathered seventeen white horses to receive the portable
shrine (Mikoshi). After receiving Imperial rescript from
Imperial messenger, he asked the Providence’ s divine will
about the place to worship the deity, there was an oracle
that Mount Onikubi in Iwai District (now called Mount
Murone) was where Yamato Takeru had started to rule
after conquering the fierce god in ancient time, so that
peak should be enshrined to protect permanence of the
country and bring benefits to citizens, and then a shrine
was built there.

Besides, in 1675, Suzuki Kan’ uemon- an ancestor of
Mr. Shintaro Suzuki welcomed five boats with seventy
fishermen from Kishu who came to fish bonito by the
method of reservoir fishing with poles, and he tried bringing
this fishing method into Sanriku Coast. At that time, people
strongly opposed, saying that it would threaten the life of
the village, but he kept persuading Sendai domain that the
fishing method would become a treasure for the village
at the end and he even made the children learn it, which
led to firm establishment of the fishing method. This can
be considered as a groundbreaking happening for the
development of fishing industry in Sanriku region and what
Karakuwa is proudest of.

Because of this connection, when the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami occurred, the support that came
first was from Shingu City, and traditional art performance
became a chance for community in Karakuwa to start.

At 9 0 clock on 25th August in 2011, the typhoon No.12
broke and caused heavy rain. Especially, the Kii Peninsula
(Wakayama Prefecture, Nara Prefecture and Mie Prefecture)
sufferedgreat damage, so people in Kurakawa piled up
foods and relief materials and sent them to support for
people in Shingu City.

The purpose of the observation by the theatrical group is
to prepare for the performance of the drama about this
history in Shingu City. Although the two cities are far from
each other, their bond is deepened through each time of
disaster. The welcoming party for observing group was
held and attended by the Mayor, prefecture councilors, city
councilors, and the relationship between both sides has
been deepened. However, people in Karakuwa are worried
about the preparation of Shingu City for tsunamis as they
have experienced. Elementary and secondary schools are
located at a low height above sea level, and steep slope
hills behind these schools made it hard for their students
to evacuate. At the places they visited, visitors asked and
confirmed where evacuation shelters were located.

Members of the theatrical group “Yume no Umi”
commented that from now, exchange in disaster risk
reduction education with Shingu City would also be
necessary. There was an idea that disasters could be
taken as one of the themes for the drama that would be
performed in March next year to aim at raising awareness.



Looking at the sea from a high ground in Shingu City

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Orientation Workshop

On 17th May 2016, SEEDS Asia held an orientation
workshop for ward councilors and woman councilors of 36
wards in Dhaka north city. In the workshop, SEEDS Asia
introduced overview of the organization and its projects
while Director of Fire Service and Civil Defense in his
presentation talked about the disasters that Dhaka city
experienced in the past and emphasized the importance
of community-level activities and mutual help at the
time of disasters. In an open discussion in the latter half
of the workshop, the participants discussed resources
and challenges they had in their respective wards and
role of various stakeholders in disaster risk reduction.

They shared their concerns and thoughts, pointing out
a common infrastructure issue in many areas in Dhaka
north city which is narrow roads and vulnerable buildings.
In addition to infrastructural issues, the participants also
actively discussed the importance of community-level
countermeasures.

A participant sharing her view

. Bangladesh '
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Urban Disaster Resilience Index (UDRI) Risk
Assessment starts!

In June 2016, with a support of BRAC University,
SEEDS Asia started disaster risk assessment based on
UDRI model with a target area of 36 wards in Dhaka
north city. UDRI measures disaster resilience in five
dimensions (physical, social, economic, institutional,
and natural) and will allow us to see the strengths
and weaknesses of each ward as well as the city as a
whole. This assessment is going to be the project’ s
baseline for determining order of priority in community
DRR activities and building an action plan. Besides, an
interview is conducted for councilors to aim at increasing
DRR knowledge and concern. All assessment of the 36
wards is expected to be completed by the end of August.

Discussion with a ward councilor

] India '

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

SEEDS Asia is conducting a project in India for Disaster
Risk Reduction (DRR)/Climate change education through
involving local residents and schools in Varanasi. Five
schools which were designated as “Climate Schools (CS)”
have been installed with Automatic Weather Stations, Air
Samplers and other equipment, and series of training are
being provided.



During May and June, the following activities were held.

The first editorial board meeting of Student Climate
Newspaper

The first editorial board meeting for the Varanasi Student
Climate Newspaper was held on 13th June. As reported
in the previous newsletter, this was initiated by SEEDS to
raise awareness of DRR with collaboration of students and
professional media reporters. This editorial board includes
the principal of a Climate School and also a journalist
from local newspaper “Hindustan” . In the meeting, board
members discussed publication timing, logo and circulation
of the newspaper and so on.

This newspaper will contain the articles and stories
collected by students and the data from Automatic Weather
Station and Air Sampler installed in all Climate Schools.
Moreover, the report of interviews with Mayor, polices and
surrounding community people by students will also be
incorporated in this newspaper.

Editorial board meeting

Training for communities started

As a part of the training to prepare for rainy season, on
15th, 16th and 25th June, SEEDS Varanasi visited five
Climate Schools’ surrounding communities and created an
opportunity for community people to discuss the disaster
history, disaster vulnerability and disaster management
structure in their area, as well as their DRR awareness and
preparedness.

In rainy season, floods can be caused by the rise of water
level in Ganga, while in city area, floods can also happen
because of poor drainage system. Therefore, people need
to clean and check drainage regularly and prepare for the
evacuation to avoid damage from floods, but there were no
organizations to take charge of such activities.

Therefore, through DRR training for the community groups
or school bus drivers, SEEDS Asia aims to improve the
communities’ capacity so that they can engage in DRR
activities along with their existing activities to improve their
lives.
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The discussion in this training made participants
understand not only the situation of their own area, but
also the importance of the preparedness for disaster.
Besides, members for future activities were also selected.

Currently, preparation for the training in each community
and school area in July is in progress.

In the training for drivers

"X Myanmar )

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI) Survey
started data analysis

Field survey on CCRI which was conducted in four months
from 5th January is now completed and data analysis has
been started. The survey which covered all 26 townships
of Ayeyarwady Region was implemented by the research
group consisting of Ms. Ei Ei Khine- a Ph.D student of
Yangon Technological University, Relief and Resettlement
Department (RRD) personnel and local project coordinator
of SEEDS Asia Myanmar Office. Since the midterm report
which includes data of 10 townships has been submitted,
based on the Memorandum of Understanding on CCRI,
2,500 USD out of 5,000 USD scholarship for the research
was awarded to Ms. Ei Ei Khine in the presence of Dr. Aye
Myint- rector of the university, and Dr. Nyan Myint Kyaw-
head of Civil Engineering Department. The whole analysis is
planned to be completed by the end of July and a workshop
on action planning for stakeholder based on the reports is
expected to take place in August 2016.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM: UNHABITAT/UNDP/ Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc.)



Scholarship awarded to Ms. Ei Ei Khine

Field survey of Climate Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI)
Survey in Pathein is finalized

Climate Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI) survey has been
conducted in Pathein city, the capital city of Ayeyarwady
Region. The research team consisted of a professor and
13 master students from Geography Department of Dagon
University, RRD personnel and local staff of SEEDS Asia
Myanmar Office. The survey was conducted in 15 wards
of the city from 9th to 19th June and analysis result will
be completed in July 2016. A workshop on action planning
based on the reports is expected to take place in August
2016.

CDRI Survey conducted in Pathein City

Collaboration with DRR working group on _making
pamphlets for public awareness

As a member of the Disaster Working Group consisting
of UN organizations and NGOs in Myanmar, SEEDS Asia
is engaged in drafting pamphlets of natural hazards and
manmade disasters including floods, storms, earthquakes,
and fires, aiming at raising public awareness of disaster
prevention and disaster risk reduction at community level.
The Disaster Working Group conducted an opinion survey
to hear voices from community and the government.
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During the discussion with governmental sectors and
target communities, there were ideas that it’ s better to
include the information of what medicine should be taken
in emergency with clear instruction. Reflecting their ideas,
SEED Asia is making the pamphlets together with other
NGOs.
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One of the finalized pamphlets on flood and storm

Preliminary training of trainers (ToT) for local DRR
leaders prior to evacuation drill

Requested by Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD)
in Yangon, on 18th-19th June, SEEDS Asia served as a
lecturer in preliminary training of trainers (ToT) for local
DRR leaders who were to implement the cyclone evacuation
drill on 20th-21st June. Let Khoke Kone's DRR local leaders
include members from the DRR Activity Centers which were
established by SEEDS Asia, Let Khoke Kone village disaster
management committee, community members, school
teachers, fire department, and Red Cross youth volunteers.
Through the preliminary training, they made preparations
to implement the evacuation drill by themselves. In order
to support them, SEEDS Asia was in charge of coordinating
for the ToT and explaining mechanism of natural hazards
and safety tips with the DRR education tools that SEEDS
Asia made for Mobile Knowledge Resource Centre.

Group photo of the training of trainers

Evacuation drill in the case of cyclone was held in Let
Khoke Kone village




On 20th and 21st June, cyclone simulation exercise was
conducted by Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD)
in Yangon in collaboration with DRR Working Group in
Myanmar in Let Khoke Kone village in Kungyangon Towship,
Yangon Region. This time, the local DRR leaders who had
participated in the JICA grassroots technical cooperation
project implemented by SEEDS Asia until March 2016
played the leading role in implementing the drill for their
villagers. For three years, SEEDS Asia has coordinated
comprehensive technical cooperation and the photography/
recording with video camera of simulation exercise (drills).
The recording of simulation exercise aims at raising the
public awareness and promoting the importance of disaster
preparedness. The record of this year's drill is going to be
used for relevant activities for those purposes.

Evacuation drill in Let Khoke Kone Village

SEEDS Asia introduced DRR Activity Centers to vice
president of Myanmar

On 26th June, H.E. Mr. Henry Van Thio- Vice President
of Myanmar cum Chair of National Disaster Management
Committee, H.E. Dr. Win Myat Aye- Minister of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement (MoSWRR), Dr. Ko Ko
Naing- Head of Minister office of MOSWRR, Mr. U Soe
Aung- Permanent Secretary of MOSWRR cum Director
General of Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD),
Mr. Aung Soe- Deputy Minister of Home Affairs and Major
General and Mr. U Han Tun- Yangon Regional Minister
of Agriculture, Livestock, Forest and Energy, visited Let
Khoke Kone village and observed an evacuation shelter and
DRR activities in the village. Thanks to the coordination of
RRD, SEEDS Asia had an opportunity to introduce to the
Vice President activities of the organization in the village,
DRR training, and DRR education materials which are being
used at DRR Activity Centre (DRRAC). (The DRRACs were
established under JICA grassroots technical cooperation
project in Kungyangon, Bogale and Labutta Township and
provided training of trainers for DRR leaders in the areas
of DRR education, basic firefighting knowledge, search
and rescue, first aid, psychosocial care, safe housing
construction).
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SEEDS Asia explaining DRR activities to the Vice President of Myanmar

|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) through Cooperation between Local
Communities and Education Sector in Cebu
Province

5-Day Capacity Building Training on DRR Education for
Promotion School Teachers

On 16th to 20th May, SEEDS Asia organized 5-day
capacity-building training for a total of 98 teachers from
7 DRR Education Promotion Schools. The purpose of this
training was to build capacity of the teachers in conducting
DRR Education by introducing the teaching methodology of
21 DRR education practice models which the DRR education
Core Team and SEEDS Asia are trying to promote.
Furthermore, it aims to nurture the ability of the students
in Promotion Schools to respond to various hazards and
disasters, through the DRR education conducted by
teachers.

[21 DRR Education Activities]

1 Lecture & Video Presentation on Natural Hazards
Preparedness & Non-Structural Mitigation

2 [Picture-Story Show

3 DRR Drawing and Coloring
Including posters and slogan

4 |DRR Jingle

5 |DRR Card/Board Game

6 DRR Reading/DRR Reporting, Newspaper and
Online/Offline News Reading

7 [DRR Writing including Rain Diary, Essay Writing

8 |Stories of Affected People

9 |DRR Calculating

10 |Indigenous Knowledge




11 |DRR Memorial Corner Making

12 |Family Meeting

13 |Sand Bag for Protection

14 |Town Watching

15 |School Watching

16 |Emergency Bag Making

17 |Basic First Aid

18 |Fire-Fighting (Bucket Relay)

19 |Emergency Cooking

20 |DRR Sports Festival

21 |DRR Evacuation Drill
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Training in Firefighting- in Five-Day Capacity Building Training
on DRR Education for Promotion School Teachers

Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting: Japan Study Visit

The training program was provided in a tight schedule
from morning to evening in five days, but the participating
teachers enjoyed learning the DRR Education models.
The test result of the Knowledge Test conducted
before and after the Training shows that the teachers’
understanding of DRR increased from 67% to 83%.
It is remarkable that eight Core Team members and
teachers from DRR Education Model Schools (two
teachers from each Model School) attended the
training as lecturers. They carried out their lectures
professionally based on their knowledge and experiences
as preceding trainees of DRR Education Model Schools.
The participating teachers’ initiatives of DRR education
are expected to be seen soon in each Promotion School.

Training in First Aid- in Five-Day Capacity Building Training
on DRR Education for Promotion School Teachers

Following last year, Japan Study Visit is going to be
held from 20th to 29th June. Officials of Department
of Education (DepEd) in the Philippines are invited as
SEEDS Asia’ s project partners. This time, there are seven
participating officials - Director of Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Service of DepEd Central, and Regional
Director of DepEd Regional Office VII as the decision
makers of DRR Education activities in the future, and
Chiefs of Curriculum Implementation Divisions of Education
Division Offices who are in charge of the DRR Education
Promotion Schools and will be key persons to integrate
DRR Education into school curriculum. On 30th May, SEEDS
Asia organized a Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting for the
Japan Study Visit. In order to elevate their readiness for
the Study Visit, the purposes, contents and itinerary of this
Visit, and the culture and custom differences between the
Philippines and Japan were discussed in the Orientation.
Hopefully all participants will leverage the lessons that they
will obtain in Japan to achieve farther progress towards
the development and continuous implementation of DRR
education, which is also the goal of the project.
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Pre-Departure Orientation Meeting for Japan Study Visit



