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Group photo on the ocasion of the first publication of the DRR newspaper by Varanasi children "Prahari"

at the Workshop on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Education in Varanasi, India
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Project on Support for people affected by Kumamoto Earthquake 3-11-30-302 Okamoto,

- Joint Project with Tamba City on Community Development ) s
. . |Higashi Nada ku, Kobe, Japan
- Project on Support for people affected by Great East Japan Earthquake & Tsunami 475 T B (X [ A 3-11-30—302

- Bangladesh: Project on Capacity Building for Community-Based DRR in Tel: 078-766-9412
Urban Areas of Bangladesh Fax: 078-766-9413
- India: Project on Participartory Community-Based DRM Email: rep@seedsasia.org
- Myanmar: Project on Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development Web: www.seedsasia.org
o on DisaSter Managemenﬁ ) . ] ] Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/
- Philippines: Project on DRR Education with School- Community Linkage in Cebu pages/SEEDS-Asia/206338119398923
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e Kumamoto Earthquake '

Japan Platform

In Uki City, six (6) evacuation shelters were unified into one
(1) shelter on 15th August. Meanwhile, the construction
of 143 temporary houses was completed. It took some
residents some time to move into the temporary houses
due to the effect of heavy rain from the end of June to the
middle of July, however, the new life of earthquake-affected
people has gradually started.

Support activities at evacuation shelters

Based on hearing investigation conducted at evacuation
shelters, Uki City Recovery Support Volunteer Center
whose operation is supported by SEEDS Asia conducted an
explanatory meeting for the people who received training in
listening skills. Learning about the condition at evacuation
shelters, the participants decided to become volunteer
listeners, using the skills that they learned to support
earthquake-affected people. Volunteer listeners are having
bimonthly visits to the six (6) evacuation shelters to listen
to the voices of affected people and consider their feelings.
Reflection chances are created after each time of visit or
at monthly overall meeting to aim at better activities. After
evacuation shelters are closed, based on the needs, the
conduct of this listening activity is expected to continue in
temporary housing.

Listening activity by volunteers at evacuation shelters

Support activities for temporary housing

From July, support activities have also started in temporary
housing. Firstly, door-to-door visits are made to each house
so that living and health conditions of affected people
are confirmed and their needs for the improvement of
their living conditions are grasped. Regarding support for
temporary housing, the cooperation with aid organizations
is important. Therefore, Uki City Recovery Support
Volunteer Center appealed Uki City Office, Health Center,
Community General Support Center to join and regularly
hold a meeting on ” Cooperation in the Support for
Recovery” to share information with one another.
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A door-to-door visit to a temporary house

In order to provide the support that leverages the
experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake and
Tsunami, lecturers from Volunteer Station in Kesennuma
were invited to introduce examples of support activities
in Kesennuma. After that, continuous support has
been provided from Kesennuma, for example, through
distributing a community paper that carried support/
cheering messages from Kesennuma to Uki City, or sending
donation money to a group of volunteer listeners.

o Tamba City '

Joint Project with Tanba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

Lecture on disaster risk reduction (DRR) at Ichijima
Junior High School in Tamba City

On 11th July 2016, in the lecture on DRR at Ichijima Junior
High School (JHS) in Tamba City, SEEDS Asia served as a
lecturer and conveyed lessons on disaster risk reduction
learnt from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
and Kumamoto Earthquake to all the students of the
school.

A part of the school district of Ichijima JHS was affected by
the heavy rainfall disaster in 2014. Every student listened
attentively until the end, the important message about the
necessity of learning about DRR was conveyed.

The third liaison meeting of appointed DRR schools

On 22nd July 2016, Board of Education of Tamba City,
representatives of four appointed DRR schools and SEEDS
Asia gathered in the third liaison meeting of appointed DRR
schools.

The special point of the third meeting was a heated
discussion about cooperation system between schools and
local communities. It was concluded that information-
sharing with DRR Division, which promotes community-
based DRR, was necessary for schools to approach the
communities smoothly, and that DRR Division would be
invited to the liaison meeting from the next time.



DRR walking and training for teachers at Sakiyama
Elementary School (ES) in Tamba City

On 22nd August 2016, after the cleaning activity with
participation of parents ended, the children, parents and
teachers were divided into groups and had DRR walking
activity to inspect safe and risky places while leaving school
to go back home. Many students and their parents of
Sakiyama ES suffered damage caused by the heavy rainfall
of 2014. During DRR walking, SEEDS members heard from
parents the story of a real experience when everyone held
hands, going together in order to evacuate from inundated
streets.

Moreover, in order to link the result of this DRR walking
activity to future classes, on 23rd August, SEEDS Asia
served as a lecturer and implemented training for teachers
in the development of DRR map. Through the training, the
teachers seemed to become specific about what to teach
their students.

Checking a landslide site in DRR walking

Study visit to Kobe and Kyoto

On 26th August, a study visit was conducted for a total
of 18 participants, including an official from Board of
Education in Tamba City, teachers from four appointed DRR
schools and people from respective community to Kobe
and Kyoto City to learn good practices of DRR education
through cooperation of schools and communities. This
study visit was conducted in combination with Kansai
study visit of people from Minami-Sanriku and Kesennuma,
therefore, it became an opportunity for both missions to
share their realization and learning.

DRR seminar in the series of public lectures on
community development in Tamba City

On 27th August, SEEDS Asia delivered a lecture on
“community development with DRR education” at the first
seminar in the series of public lectures on community
development in Tamba City. In the seminar, a workshop
activity was included to discuss the situation where an
earthquake occurs in the city. Among the participants,
there were people who suffered from the damage caused
by the heavy rainfall in 2014. Being reminded of that time,
they participated seriously in the discussion about the
issues that may arise when a disaster occurs.
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Serious discussion at the workshop

Participation in “Wasshoi” - an event for the recovery
of Tamba City

On 27th August 2016, SEEDS Asia cooperated with
“Wasshoi” , a two-day event that was held in Ichijima
region in Tamba City. In its booth, SEEDS Asia exhibited
photos to introduce its activities in Japan and abroad, and
also collected cheering messages that would be made into
a photo book to send to affected people in Kumamoto
Earthquake. The messages, therefore, were written by a
disaster-affected area for another disaster-affected area.
They will be shown to the earthquake-affected people who
are living at temporary housing in Uki City, Kumamoto
Prefecture in their tea gathering.

‘@ The Great East Japan Earthquake |

UMCOR - CWS Japan

Study visit to Kansai for DRR in Minami-Sanriku Town
and Kesennuma City

From 24th to 27th August, a study visit for the promotion
of “disaster risk reduction (DRR) education in cooperation
with local community” with visits to Tamba City, Kobe City
and Kyoto City was conducted for 10 participants including
teachers and community leaders from the Committee for
the Promotion of Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Education
in Minami-Sanriku Town- Iriya area and members of Chuo
Union of Neighborhood Associations in Kesennuma City.

People in Japan were agitated because of the typhoon
that lasted until the 22nd, which made us worried about
the safety of the departure, but we made our departure
anyway. After travelling for eight hours from the morning
from Tohoku, the party arrived in Fukuchiyama City in
Kyoto Prefecture in the afternoon. It was a journey in
summer to Kansai- the area that normally has higher
temperature than Tohoku; however, it was not as hot as
we thought, so all of us felt relieved.



On 25th, in the training for teachers at Hikami Junior High
School in Tamba City, Ms. Saitou, who worked as a senior
teacher at Tokura Elementary School in Minami-Sanriku
Town when the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
of 2011 occurred, talked about the experiences from the
evacuation due to the tsunami to the restarting of school,
as well as current situation of the school. “What became
useful during our stay in an evacuation shelter was the
relation with local community that has been cultivated
through ‘community studies’ ”, these words may have
become a chance to think about the ‘DRR education in
cooperation with local community’ that Tamba City is
working on currently. 60 teachers from Hikami Junior
High School and Ichijima Junior High School listened
to the experiences silently as they were from the same
standpoint of teachers. After that, participants listened to
an explanation about heavy-rain disaster in Tamba City
in 2014 from Mr. Yoda, the head of the neighborhood
association in an affected area. They were also guided by
Tamba City’ s Division of Recovery around an affected area
to observe the scars of the disaster and recovery situation.
As Tamba City has the same topography of low upland with
Iriya area, the scars of landslide in Tamba City provided a
fully persuasive feeling about how landslide would possibly
occur if the same amount of heavy rain fell down in Iriya
area.

Senior teacher- Ms. Saito gave a speech
in front of 60 teachers at Hikami Junior High School

On 26th- the next day, participants moved back to
Kobe City to listen to the explanation about Bosai
Fukushi Community (BOKOMI), which is the system of
voluntary organizations for DRR in the city, by Firefighting
Department of Kobe City. By hearing the experience of
the policy on community-based DRR which has been
promoted by Kobe City since the Kobe Earthquake of
1995, participants learned the hints for better operation of
voluntary organizations for DRR in the future.

Moreover, in the afternoon, participants went to Kyoto City.
At Takakura Elementary School, they listened to the DRR
Division of “Smile 21 Plan” Committee, which also serves
as the school's operation council, about their activities. In
addition, the DRR Division also implemented a real town-
watching experience for the participants.
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By walking around and watching risky spots and DRR
facilities with an explanation full of humor, the participants
forgot about the intense heat as they spent fruitful time
learning about how DRR education through cooperation
with local community was being implemented in the central
area of Kyoto City.

The teachers and heads of neighborhood councils who
participated in this study visit made their promise to
deepen their relation and the cooperation between schools
and local communities to work on DRR together.

DRR town-watching in Kyoto City

B

angladesh

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Disaster Risk Assessment (UDRI) field survey
completed

Disaster risk assessment field survey, which was started
in June 2016 and implemented in cooperation with
BRAC University, was completed in August. UDRI (Urban
Disaster Risk Index) questionnaire consists of 125 points
in 5 dimensions (physical, social, economic, institutional,
natural). Based on the questionnaire, the field survey
was conducted through interviews and discussions with
councilors of 36 wards in Dhaka North City. The analysis
process that is based on collected data will start in
September.

In the UDRI field survey, ward councilors shared their
experiences with disasters and challenges in their
respective ward. There have been no big disasters after the
floods in 1988 and 1998, however, inundation in monsoon
season is a frequent occurrence in most of the wards. Also,
in addition to fire, building collapse, and lightning strike,
earthquake has got more attention recently as Dhaka also
experienced tremors when Nepal and Myanmar Earthquake
happened.



UDRI field survey

The biggest challenge which most of the wards face is
infrastructure. Although accessibility to lifelines such as
electricity and water is good, roads’ condition and drainage
system are quite poor in a large part of the city. Through
UDRI survey, the team discussed what would happen at a
time of disaster in such conditions, what would need to be
done, and most importantly, what they should do at ward
level.

Open drainage full of garbage

Visits to Mumbai City ALMs (Advance Locality
Management)

On 29th and 30th July, SEEDS Asia’ s staff traveled to
Mumbai City (India) to visit Advanced Locality Management
groups (ALMs). ALMs are voluntary citizen-based groups
that work on waste management and environmental issues
in their locality in partnership with the Mumbai municipal
corporation.

Each ALM is formed from motivated citizens who are
involved in their own housing area and neighboring area
which share the same street. Their basic activities are
waste segregation, composting, and beautification of the
streets. However, many ALMs do not only limit themselves
with those activities, but also take one step forward to do
more such as organizing various events for the community,
etc.
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Each ALM is registered at the municipal corporation and
recognized as a citizen's group. This helps them connect
to appropriate department in the city government, have
their voice heard, and get problems solved smoothly. All
the visited ALMs have been actively working for over fifteen
years and the members are very proud of their ALMs.

ALM is a successful model case where citizens and city
government work together; Bangladesh project aims to
create a similar system for DRR in Dhaka city.

Beautifully maintained street by ALM surprised visitors

] India '

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

SEEDS Asia has been implementing the project that
community people participate in Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR)/climate change education through promoting
‘Climate Schools (CS)" where Automatic weather station
and air sampler are installed. The activities conducted in
July and August are as follows.

Town-watching and safety tips for heavy rain workshop
for CS and the ‘Citizen Forum’

From 20th to 30th July, town-watching workshops were
organized for 5 CSs and 5 Citizen Forums, which were
developing disaster resilience within communities in
collaboration with CSs. The workshops aimed to identify
risks of disasters especially for the torrential downpours
and floods. For this purpose, firstly, participants learned the
history of disasters in their area; secondly, they identified
places for evacuation in the occurrence of heavy rains and
floods; thirdly, they discussed the actions to be done to
reduce loss and damage.



The participating CS teachers said, ‘it is a good opportunity
to examine my understanding of our area with regard to
disasters’ , and ‘I realized that we could do many things
by ourselves’ . Based on these observations, CSs and the
Citizen Forums created an action plan on 3rd August.

=
—

Training Workshop on Climate Change and Disaster
Risk Reduction Education: disaster risk reduction
through collaboration between communities and
schools

From 2nd to 3rd August, a workshop was organized
with attendance of two experts on DRR from Kyoto, Ms.
Ranko Kishida, the principal of Takakura Elementary
School, and Mr. Ko Ota from Kyoto Bosai Terakoya. The
participants included 10 teachers and 13 students from
CSs and 10 community people from the Citizen Forum.
The opening speeches were made by Mr. Pulkit Khare,
Chief Development Officer of Varanasi District and Ms.
Yasuko Nishimura, First Secretary of the Embassy of Japan
in India. The purpose of the workshop was explained by
Professor A. Raghubanshi from the Institute of Environment
and Sustainable Development, Banaras Hindu University
and Ms. Yuko Nakagawa, Executive Director of SEEDS Asia.
They also expressed their gratitude to all participants.

Ms. R. Kishida and Mr. K. Ota made several presentations
on the 150-year experience and lessons in DRR in Kyoto
city. A special attention was paid to the fact that Takakura
Elementary School included DRR into its curriculum so that
students could obtain knowledge of DRR while studying
subjects such as mathematics and science. On the second
day, all participants enjoyed Mr. Ota’ s exercises to practice
how to carry an injured person, how to make a stretcher
with a blanket and a bamboo pole and how to tie a rope
in three different methods according to three different
purposes.

Seeing active participation of CS students, Mr. Khare, Chief
Development Officer, proposed holding regular information-
sharing meetings and students’ excursions to the Varanasi
city’ s DRR projects and suggested that students write an
article on the role of government in DRR.
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With knowledge of the DRR activities in Kyoto introduced
through this workshop to Varanasi city, the project team
will continue to promote DRR in schools and communities.
This workshop was broadcasted by NHK World Radio
Programme as a special report.

¥¢ From PC (accessible till 13th Oct, 2016)
http://www3.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/radio/clip/---

Y« From Smart Phone (accessible till 18th September)
After downloading the application, please chose Japan
Focus on 14th September "Spreading Disaster Prevention
Knowledge from School".
https://www.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld/en/app/

Opening speech by Mr. Pulkit Khare, chief development officer of Varanasi

Lecture by Ms. Ranko Kishida, principal of Takakura Elementary School

Lecture and demonstration by Mr. Ko Ota, Kyoto Bosai Terakoya



Launch of the first issue of PRAHARI, a students’ DRR
newspaper

On 2nd August, PRAHARI, a newspaper by CS students,
was issued for the first time. Its launching was celebrated
with ‘aarti’ , a ceremony which symbolizes ‘beginning’ in
India.

‘Prahari’ means to “Be Alert” in Hindi. Prahari has become a
tool for students to teach DRR to one another and to build
awareness of DRR and climate changes among citizens.

The reporters for this first issue were students from Grade
6 to 9. They wrote about disasters in Varanasi, focusing
on the importance of preparedness and the relationship
between environment and DRR. The articles were selected
by the editorial committee which consisted of SEEDS Asia,
BHU and media, and the newsletter was complied with
poems and illustrations. This four-page newspaper covered
messages from the school principals and contained several
advertisements by supporters.

The articles were in English and Hindi. One thousand
copies were printed and distributed to schools, academia,
community and media.

Group photo with CS Children
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Ei Myanmar I

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

SEEDS Asia is working on disaster management (DM)
trainings and research and public awareness of disaster
risk reduction (DRR) at Myanmar National Disaster
Management Training Centre (DMTC) under the project
in cooperation with Relief and Resettlement Department
(RRD) of Ministry of Social welfare, Relief and Resettlement
(MSRR). The report on our activities of July and August
2016 is as follows.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc)

Submission of the final report on Coastal Community
Resilience Index (CCRI) Survey

At the end of July, Ms. Ei Ei Khine, a Ph. D student of
Yangon Technological University, also a scholarship
recipient, submitted the final report on CCRI survey
conducted in 4 months from 5th January. In order
to discuss the findings of the survey, a workshop for
stakeholders had been planned to be held from 20th August
2016, but due to a series of flooding, it was postponed to
October in consultation with relevant government offices.

Submission of the final report on Climate Disaster
Resilience Index (CDRI) Survey

In cooperation with Dagon University, Climate Disaster
Resilience Index (CDRI) survey in Pathein city, the capital
city of Ayeyarwady Region, was conducted in June. Its
midterm report which included the findings of 1 city and
5 wards was already submitted, and later its final report
was submitted by the end of August 2016. In accordance
with the agreement on the CDRI research, half of the
research scholarship, 2,500 USD out of 5,000 USD, has
been granted to research team headed by Professor Khin
Khin Wai, Head of Geography Department of the university.
After October 2016, a workshop on action-planning will
be held and the findings of the research will be publicized
in order to be used as the basic reference for the field of
development and DRR in the future.



Scholarship granted to Dagon University

Awareness activity regarding the promotion of the
roles of science and technology in DRR

In order to promote DRR based on scientific data by
means of science and technology, the project is working on
building capacity of young researchers besides conducting
DRR research. Before the end of the project in February
2017, a meeting to promote common recognition of
the importance of science and technology in DRR and
sustainable action planning is being arranged with Ministry
of Education, RRD, academic institutions and consortium
members. Prior to the event, on 23rd August 2016, SEEDS
Asia explained about it to Dr. Ko Ko Naing, Director General
of RRD, and DR. Khine Mye, Director General of Alternative
Education (former Myanmar Education Research Bureau),
and they strongly approved the importance of the roles of
universities and research institutions. We will report about
the event in the next newsletter.

Meeting with Department of Relief and Resettlement
- Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement

Meeting with Director General of
Alternative Education under Ministry of Education
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|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) through Cooperation between Local
Communities and Education Sector in Cebu
Province

The second Japan Study Visit

In ten days from 20th to 29th June, 2016, the second
Japan Study Visit was conducted, following last year. A
total of seven officials joined the Visit: Director of DRRMS
(Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Service)
of Department of Education (DepEd) Central Office
and Director of DepEd Region 7 as representatives at
national and regional levels; and Chiefs of 5 Curriculum
Implementation Divisions (CID) who are in charge of
curriculum integration of DRR from each DepEd division
office that supervises the DRR Education Promotion
Schools, in order to ensure the sustainability of DRR
Education after the coverage duration of this Project. The
training content was of a wide variety: town watching and
school visits in Kobe City of Hyogo Prefecture; participation
in a training session of DRR Education Promoting Experts
which was organized by Hyogo Prefectural Board of
Education (Hyogo BoE) in Kato City; observation of
heavy-rain-affected area in Tamba City; participation in
a lecture by Tamba BoE and Recovery and Rehabilitation
Department; courtesy call to the Tamba City Mayor and
Director of the BoE; observation of Tokyo Rinkai Disaster
Prevention Park and courtesy call to MEXT (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology) in
Tokyo; participation in a lecture by International Research
Institute of Disaster Science of Tohoku University and
observation of the area which was affected by EJET (East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami).

A participant shed tears beside the seashore in a tsunami-
affected area in Arahama, Sendai where many people
lost their lives at the time of EJET. It is worth more than
anything that the knowledge and experience that the
participants could have only in Japan through this Study
Visit were etched in their hearts. On the last day, positive
remarks such as “We should make a change to disseminate
the importance of DRR Education in cooperation with the
local community to others” , “We should take action to
establish a system of DRR Education at grassroots level”
came from the participants during the reflection workshop.
Hopefully the experiences which were acquired and etched
in their hearts through this Study Visit will be a boost to
the realization of DRR Education in cooperation with the
local communities.



Courtesy call to MEXT
(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology)

Courtesy call to Tamba City Mayor and Director of Tamba BoE

DRR education initiatives in Model and Promotion
School

All teachers at both DRR Education Model Schools and
Promotion Schools acquired knowledge and skills on
DRR education through the training for teachers which
was held in October 2015 and May 2016. The key to the
realization of sustainable and systematic DRR Education
greatly depends on how teachers apply and implement
their learning to classes at their school level. July is the
“Disaster Consciousness Month” in the Philippines and each
DRR Education Model/Promotion Schools organized DRR
Education events during the month. Children participated
lively and energetically in the events despite the blazing
hot weather. These events proved that the seeds of DRR
education got sown steadily from teachers to children and
also from children to the community. Certainly, these seeds
will grow up well and put firm roots in the schools as well
as the communities through the teachers and children.

DRR role-play
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Emergency cooking

Visit of experts from Hyogo Prefectural Board of
Education (BoE)

From 21st to 26th August, DRR Education experts from
Hyogo BoE including an EARTH (Emergency and Rescue
Team by School Staff in Hyogo) member visited Cebu. The
purpose of this visit is to share the accumulated knowledge
and experience of Hyogo Prefecture in order to enhance the
DRR Education in the Philippines in the future. During this
visit, the total number of visited schools was six and the
number of observed classes was seven. DRR Education is
not included as a subject in the basic education curriculum
in the Philippines, therefore, teachers are trying to integrate
DRR Education into regular subjects in order to ensure the
sustainability of it. In fact, Japanese experts praised that
the teachers were able to integrate DRR Education into all
subjects such as Mathematics, Science, and MAPEH (Music,
Arts, Physical Education and Health) skillfully and naturally.
Teachers applied many activities which seem difficult to
be done in Japanese schools such as dancing, singing and
role playing in their classes and it was impressive that the
students lively took part in such activities. The experts
said, “It was a good stimulus”, and “I will apply the role
playing activity in my school” , and these comments show
the mutual interaction with the school teachers motivated
the experts as well. This visit was very meaningful for the
educators in both the Philippines and Japan to find a new
point of view of DRR Education to recognize differences
between them.

Class observation by Hyogo BoE experts
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Announcements from SEEDS Asia '

New staff member

India Office (Sanae Hayashi)

Hello, I am Sanae Hayashi, who has been working
on the project in Varanasi, India since August 2016.
I have come back to India after 12 years. Compared
to Mumbai where I undertook an anthropological
research, Varanasi seems to be more religious with
strong cultural orientations and habits. I am so
happy to be here where I can discover something
new and interesting every day.

The field of development is another part of my
interests. Since I completed my research in
postgraduate studies, I have worked for an UN
agency, international organizations, international
NGOs and a consultancy company. I also have
been teaching anthropology in Southeast Asia at a
university and trying to share what I have seen there
with my students.

It is disaster risk reduction (DRR) that has drawn
considerable attention the most in development due
to recent catastrophic disasters. In this connection,
I have worked on DRR indirectly. Since I am now a
member of SEEDS Asia, which is a professional NGO
in DRR, I am eager to learn DRR as much as possible
so that I consequently will be able to contribute to
effective implementation of DRR projects as well as
local activities in Varanasi.
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