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Students of Jonan Junior High School and elderly residents of Nango Disaster Recovery Public Housing

participating in firefighting training as part of Nango Disaster Risk Reduction Conference in Tohoku
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& Support for people affected by Nepal Earthquake in 2015
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e Kumamoto Earthquake '

Japan Platform

In the temporary housing in Uki City, in addition to four
houses that the moving-in had started before, two other
newly built houses have also been opened for people to
move in since the middle of October. Meanwhile, at the end
of October, it is determined that the final evacuation shelter
will be closed. From now, activities are expected to work
for a full recovery.

The launch of the Community Mutual Support Center

In order to help earthquake-affected people spend peaceful
daily life towards living recovery, the Community Mutual
Support Center was opened in October. The Center is
expected to provide health and life support as well as
promote local community exchange. The work that has
been shouldered by Life Recovery Support Volunteer Center
will be handed over to the Community Mutual Support
Center. SEEDS Asia will continue to support the Community
Mutual Support Center (CMSC).

Support activities for individuals

Building reliable relation with affected people is crucial for
CMSC to provide the support that concerns every individual.
Therefore, the activity of talking with each individual to
grasp the needs has been started with cooperation of local
welfare commissioners. A meeting is conducted every day
to aim at better support activities to solve the grasped
issues through connection with relevant agencies or
introduction to cooperation partners.

At a meeting

Support for the community in temporary housing

In temporary housing, some residents said:” I know some
people who are living around, but I did not have any
chances to talk to them” , or “I have no places to visit, so I
keep staying in my room” . In response to the opinions, tea
gatherings have been held so that the residents can meet
one another and avoid isolation. Until the end of October,
six tea gatherings have been held in the two temporary
houses that have a gathering place, with participation of a

total of 109 people. 7

Newsletter Vol.54

At the tea gatherings, staff members from the Community
Mutual Support Center listened carefully to each individual
and encouraged the residents to talk to one another;
the participants also enjoyed happy moments when they
laughed together during recreations. The first tea gathering
was reported in the Kumamoto-nichi Daily Newspaper.

Plans are being built to enable the conduct of community
activities with the cooperation of surrounding areas.

At a tea gathering

. Tamba City '

Joint Project with Tanba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

Training for teachers at Yoshimi Elementary School

(E.S) in Tamba City

On 12th September, at Yoshimi E.S, an appointed disaster
risk reduction (DRR) school in Tamba City, SEEDS Asia
served as a lecturer and conducted training for teachers on
the theme “DRR education through cooperation with local
community” .

In the training, after exchanging concrete examples or
statistics documents and videos and explaining the lessons
learnt from the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami,
teachers were divided into two groups to participate
in Disaster Imagination Game (DIG) workshop. In the
workshop, there was a discussion about what kind of
situation students would get into if disasters (earthquakes
or floods) occurred, and what kind of education students
would need so that they would be protected in such
situation. The heavy rainfall in Tamba in 2014 occurred
during summer vacation, and many other big disasters
in the recent years also occurred outside of school hours.
Under this circumstance, how to implement DRR education
in cooperation with families and local community besides
teaching about self-help for students became a topic for
teachers to exchange their ideas, and their awareness has
been heightened through the discussion.



Areas with high disaster risks in school-area were confirmed
based on hazard map during the group discussion

The fourth liaison conference for appointed DRR
schools

On 12th October 2016, the fourth liaison conference for
appointed DRR schools was held and attended by Tamba
City Board of Education, representatives of four appointed
DRR schools and SEEDS Asia.

The previous conference concluded that sharing information
about community-based DRR activities would be useful
for the promotion of the cooperation between schools and
local community and this conclusion was in progress in the
fourth conference with the attendance of the city’ s Division
for Recovery Promotion. In the conference, activities of
each school were introduced, and it was clear that after the
study visit to Kyoto and Kobe City in August, all the schools
either planned for or actually implemented activities for
cooperation with their local community by contacting with
the neighborhood association in their school-area or the
city’ s Division for Life Safety (DRM Section). The next
conference will discuss creating an auxiliary book that can
help leverage the lessons learnt from the Tamba heavy
rainfall disaster in 2014 in DRR classes.

‘@ The Great East Japan Earthquake

—

UMCOR - CWS Japan

Jonan Junior High School disaster risk reduction
meeting

On 4th, 11th and 18th October 2016, Nango Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) Conferences were conducted in the class
of integrated studies for third-year students. DRR classes
in Nango were launched when the construction of Nango
Disaster Public Housing was completed last year, after
SEEDS Asia had involved in the classes of “co-living” that
Jonan Junior High School advocated for three (3) years
since 2012.

Kobe city was also affected by the Kobe Earthquake; the
residents of disaster recovery housing in Kobe city were
chosen randomly without prior consideration of community
relation.
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As the result, community activities were not well
implemented, and even now, after 20 years, the residents
are facing isolation and there are even Kodokushi (lonely
death phenomenon which happens when a person lives
alone and dies for a natural cause at home without anyone
knowing).

Before the construction of Disaster Public Housing in
Nango was completed, SEEDS Asia had made preparations
towards community development in cooperation with
the government, the social welfare council and existent
neighborhood associations, so that the tragedy of Kobe
will not be repeated. The emphasis was placed on the
activities that involved schools and children. Since SEEDS
Asia had multilaterally strong connection with schools
and neighborhood associations, it was considered that
the participation of schools and children could easily be
achieved, and effective exchange activities would be
possible. The exchange activities of different generations
between elderly residents of Disaster Recovery Public
Housing and school students will become a key factor for
the recovery of affected area.

Three exchange meetings have been held within Nango
DRR Conference. In the first meeting on 4th October, there
were a talk by Mr. Nakai, the former principal of Minami
Kesennuma Elementary School, which had been located
on the ground of the Disaster Public Housing, about the
situation at that time, and a talk by Mr. Ito, the head of
Nango District 1, about past flood damage in the area. In
the second meeting on 11th October, participants took a
fire drill which was conducted by Fire Station, and learned
about the disaster risk reduction and daily life of disabled
people from the Disability Support Center. In the final
meeting on 18th October, the students talked with local
residents about DRR in their own area. Local residents
said: “Even shopping was difficult” , “We get much strength
just because you come here” , “We want to be in charge
of the operation of evacuation shelters, too” , “I cried by
thinking about the feelings of the disabled people who
said they did not want to give up saving their own lives
during the disaster” . Listening directly to the opinions, the
students said that they wanted to build relations, starting
from remembering other people’ s faces, so that they could
help one another immediately when anything happened,
and that they wanted to also have opportunities to meet
disabled people on ordinary days.

T



A class by the Disability Support Center

After the Crisis Management Division and Network
Association of Voluntary Organizations for DRR gave
their speeches with expectation to the students, the
DRR meeting ended with a choir performance that the
participants sent with their gratitude to the residents.

Presentations of 12 groups

Bangladesh

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Urban Community Volunteers

On 1st September, SEEDS Asia organized a meeting with
Urban Community Volunteers in Tejgaon area in North
Dhaka City with attendance of 11 urban volunteers. Urban
community volunteers are young volunteers, both men
and women, who took training mainly in rescue operations
by the Bangladesh Fire Service and Civil Defense. Over
16,000 urban volunteers in Dhaka city are expected to
play a role as first responders in their own communities
in emergency situations. Despite being considered as an
important stakeholder in the city’ s disaster risk reduction
plan, urban community volunteers have not been fully
utilized yet.Therefore, through the meeting, they had an
opportunity to deepen their exchange by sharing their
stories of why they became volunteers and what activities
they do to one another. Also, presented by the deputy head
of Tejgaon fire station, the meeting discussed the rising
importance of community-based DRR and what the urban
community volunteers could do as community leaders.
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Discussion with Urban Community Volunteers

The urban volunteers said that they had become a
volunteer simply and purely because they wanted to do
something for their community people. They showed their
strong interest in SEEDS Asia’ s project in Dhaka and
agreed to actively participate in community work.

After the Gulshan café attack on 1st July, SEEDS Asia has
been working in Dhaka north city with further security
measures. We are continuing our activities in the city,
strengthening cooperation with local counterparts and
other stakeholders including urban volunteers. We hope for
your continuous support.

Eid-ul-Azha and Flood

On 13th September, Bangladesh celebrated the Eid ul-Azha
(festival of the sacrifice), Islam’ s holiest festival. On the
day, people sacrifice animals such as cows and goats and
share the meat with family, relatives, and the poor. This
year the city observed a downpour which started in the
morning and continued intermittently until the evening.
The heavy rain flooded a large area of the city and was
mixed with animals’ blood. Quick cleaning after the festival
is a big task for the city every year and there was strong
criticism of the city corporation, however, this event made
it clear about the importance of the residents’ awareness
and everyday activities, for example, the residents may
also take responsibility for maintaining drainage in their
locality or for using designated area for the festival of
sacrifice in order to prevent such disasters.

Dhaka city after the Eid ul-Azha
(Source: Dhaka Tribune.
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2016/09/13/rivers-blood-dhaka/)



® India '

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

SEEDS Asia has been implementing the project that
community people participate in Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR)/climate change education through ‘Climate
Schools' (CS) where the machines to assess weathers
and air pollution are installed. The activities conducted in
September and October are as follows.

Town-watching training at CS

The teachers of four climate schools, who had attended
the training of trainers organized by the SEEDS Asia in July
conducted town-watching training for the students in their
schools. 240 students in total investigated disaster risks
and evacuation places in their school and neighbouring
areas and discussed potential solutions to these risks.
For example, they realized that the rubbishes which were
carelessly dumped in street blocked drains, caused floods
consequently and might invite outbreaks of hygienic
problems or communicable diseases. The training allowed
them to view disasters as an extension of their daily lives
and therefore, to address them as immediate issues. Later,
their findings were demonstrated in Prahari, a newspaper
by students .

Town-watching training at Aryan International School

Citizen Forums fully in progress

Citizen Forum (CF) has been formed as Climate School
Associate Society (CSAS) in five zones where CSs are
located in order to promote the community’ s involvement
into disaster risk management along with climate schools.
On 4th September, the network meeting among the
representatives from Climate School Associated Society
(CSAS) committee was held in Salai Mohana village in
Adampur zone, which had been severely damaged by floods
in August. Observing the situations, the representatives
from each CSAS committee members discussed with
the community people how disaster response could be
improved, as well as the linkage of disaster risk reduction
and social economic development.
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Visit to the flood-affected area

Network meeting, CS and other stakeholders gathered

On 24th September, a network meeting was organized
for representatives of CS and CF (CSAS), inviting the
Assistant Commandant of the National Disaster Response
Force. They shared their experiences of disaster responses
in the event of floods in July, reviewed their first year
achievements and discussed future challenges for further
development. Moreover, various ideas were proposed
to strengthen the collaboration between schools and
communities, for example, through promoting Prahari.
The meeting turned out to be an excellent opportunity to
prepare for the project’ s second phase.
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Conversation with Mr. Rana Sangram Singh,
Assistant Commandant of the National Disaster Response Force

"X Myanmar '

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

SEEDS Asia is working on disaster management (DM)
trainings and research and public awareness of disaster risk
reduction (DRR) at Myanmar National Disaster Management
Training Centre (DMTC) under the project in cooperation
with Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) of Ministry
of Social welfare, Relief and Resettlement (MSRR). The
report on our activities of September and October 2016 is
as follows.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc)



High-level Meeting on Integration of Science and
Technology into Disaster Risk Reduction in Myanmar

A high-level meeting on the integration of science and
technology into disaster risk reduction in Myanmar was
held at Myanmar Engineering Society on 7th October 2016.
A total of 64 people including 5 from the government, 42
academics from 14 universities, 6 from technical institutes
and 11 from civil society organizations participated in
the meeting. They discussed actions for science- and
technology-based DRR in Myanmar aligning with the
global science and technology roadmap and outcomes of
the first “Asian Science and Technology Conference for
DRR" held in Bangkok in August 2016. Coastal Community
Resilience Index (CCRI) survey conducted by SEEDS Asia
in cooperation with Yangon Technological University (YTU)
and Climate and Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI) survey
in cooperation with Dagon University were introduced as
case studies of DRR research in Myanmar. At the end of
the meeting, Dr. Khine Mye, Director General of Alterative
Education Department- Ministry of Education, U Win
Khine Moe, Director General Research and Innovation
Department- Ministry of Education, U Aung Myint, the
President of Myanmar Engineering Society (MES), and Dr.
Rajib Shaw, Board Chairman of SEEDS Asia, signed the
outcome document (minutes) summarizing 11 priority
actions that were agreed and confirmed by the participants
in the meeting. This document will be utilized for the
investment and development of science and technology
into DRR research in Myanmar. (This project is being
implemented as MCCDDM consortium which is supported
by USAID).

Group photo

Participation in International Day for Disaster Risk
Reduction (IDDRR) in Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon and Bago

Regions

As a member of DRR Working Group, SEEDS Asia
participated in the event of International Day of Disaster
Risk Reduction held at Myanmar International Convention
Center in Nay Pyi Taw on 13th October 2016. After H.E.
Mr. Henry Van Thio, Vice President of Myanmar cum
Chair of National Disaster Management Committee,
addressed his opening remarks, he visited booths that
exhibit pictures about the activities by DRR Working
Group, which consists of UN agencies and NGOs.
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SEEDS Asia introduced to him its DRR activities. Later,
SEEDS Asia also explained its recent activities to the
Minister of Construction, former president of Myanmar
Engineering Society (MES), a counterpart of SEEDS Asia.
SEEDS Asia received his words of encouragement. The
events of IDDRR were held throughout Myanmar and
SEEDS Asia also participated in the events in Yangon
and Bago regions where pictures of SEEDS Asia’ s DRR
activities were displayed at a booth.

SEEDS Asia explaining its DRR activities to the Vice President

Workshop on Action-Planning of Coastal Community
Resilience Index (CCRI) and Climate and Disaster
Resilience Index (CDRI) Survey Started

From 24th October 2016, the workshop on Action-Planning
of Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI) and Climate
and Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI) surveys started.
The field survey and analysis of CCRI were conducted in
26 townships in Ayeyarwaddy region in cooperation with
Yangon Technological University. The ones of CDRI were
conducted in cooperation with Dagon University in 15
wards of Pathein Township. The objectives of the workshop
are to share the findings and issues in DRR resilience found
in each township and to discuss possible and effective
solutions to the problems with officers from several
departments of the government, township municipal office,
and education office in respected Township and District.
The first workshop was held in Pathein on 24th October
2016. After Mr. U Than Soe, the Director of Ayeyarwaddy
Regional Office of RRD, delivered his opening remarks,
officers from township municipal office and education office
discussed solutions to identified problems in Pathein. It
is followed by the workshops in 5 other districts; Myaung
Mya, Maubin, Pyapon, Hinthada, and Labutta, and all
workshops are going to be completed on 7th November. A
booklet summarizing survey results and an action plan for
improvement are going to be submitted to RRD in Nay Pyi
Taw as policy recommendations.



Director of Ayeyarwaddy Regional Office of RRD delivering his opening remarks

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) through Cooperation between Local
Communities and Education Sector in Cebu
Province

iPlan Pilot Testing in Toledo City Division

On 16th September, iPlan pilot testing was conducted in
Talavera Elementary School in Toledo City which is one of
the DRR Promotion Schools. iPlans are the “instructional
plans” which teachers prepare for themselves by writing
down how to proceed the classes before the conduct.
Submission of the iPlans which integrate DRR Education
into the existing curriculum by Department of Education
(DepEd) has been encouraged in Promotion Schools since
SEEDS Asia- in partnership with DepEd, especially DRR
Education Core Team, conducted DRR capacity building
training for the Promotion Schools in May.

The Chief and the Education Program Supervisor of
Curriculum Implementation Department (CID) of DepEd
Toledo City Schools Division Office, as well as the School
Head of Talavera Elementary School participated in the
iPlan pilot testing in order to assess the plans and give the
teachers guidance to improve effectiveness of the prepared
questions, the contents and explanatory sequence of such
DRR-integrating iPlans, as well as to check if they can be
applied properly by other teachers in different schools.
IPlans that have passed the pilot testing will be reviewed
by the CID, and they will be approved as official iPlans after
deliberation by DepEd Regional Office VII. These officially
approved iPlans are planned to be shared to the whole
country through DepEd’ s website. Successful integration
of DRR into the approved iPlans will enable any teacher at
any school in the Philippines to implement DRR Education.

Currently, the process of making, pilot testing, and getting
approval of iPlans is ongoing in other DepEd Schools
Division Offices, too, which will help establish a model of
DRR Education with good examples.
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Students practised protecting themselves from an earthquake
in iPlan pilot test of integrated DRR class

|’ Philippines (Cebu)
— DRR Education Roll-out to Other Schools in Model /

Promotion School Division

In order to roll out DRR Education in other schools besides
Model/Promotion Schools, training for teachers is being
actively conducted for the teachers of these schools under
the initiative of CID chiefs, DRRM coordinators of DepEd
Schools Division Offices, and the trained teachers of Model/
Promotion Schools.

<Training on DRR Education to the other schools in Model /
Promotion Schools Division Offices>

Name of City
. ) Period Number of Trainees
(Schools Division Office)
Danao City:
24-26 August 77
Model School
Cebu Province
Daanbantayan: 13-17 October 220
Model School
Lapu-Lapu City:
P . P y 17-19 October 190
Promotion School
Bogo City:
26-28 October 570
Model School

The series of training was held to build the capacity of the
teachers in conducting DRR Education by introducing the
same teaching methodology of 21 DRR Education Activities
as in the teachers training which SEEDS Asia provided to
the teachers of Model/Promotion Schools before. Teachers
participated in the training actively and enjoyed learning
the DRR Education activities. The training was planned
and managed by the Core Team and trained teachers in
Model Schools Division Office and by the CID chiefs and the
Promotion School teachers, who served the same function
with the Core Team, in Promotion Schools Division Office.
The mechanism established to promote DRR Education
to other schools at the level of each Schools Division
Office of DepEd with the trained teachers has boosted
the accomplishments of the Project shared to the other
schools. In essence, these trained teachers will actualize
sustainable DRR Education to their learners in the long run.



A teacher experiencing fire extinguisher on DRR Roll-out
in Cebu Province particularly in Daanbantayan

Teachers playing DRR game on DRR Roll-out in Lapu Lapu City

B Nepal '

Project Funded by Central Community Chest of
Japan: Project on Capacity Building of Diaster
Risk Management for Village Development
Committees

Discussion with local organization CDCCS about
CBDRM workshop

Collaborating with a local organization- the Center for
Disaster and Climate Change Studies (CDCCS), SEEDS Asia
has implemented a project to support capacity building
for community-based disaster risk management (CBDRM)
in three villages in Dumja area in Sindhuli District, which
have suffered damage from the Gorkha Earthquake of April
2015. At the end of September 2016, a Japanese staff
member of SEEDS Asia visited Nepal to discuss organizing
a CBDRM workshop in the three villages with CDCCS. The
program was built to make the workshop an opportunity
for villagers to reflect on the Gorkha Earthquake in order to
emphasize on the lessons learnt through the disaster, the
importance and necessity of preparedness before disasters,
as well as the conduct of evacuation drills for villagers as a
type of preparedness with participation of village officers in
planning stage.
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In October, there were long holidays in Nepal, such as
Dashain festival and Tihar festival. In the period, the
program contents were stabilized, and it was determined
that the preparations and arrangements for the workshop
would start from November with cooperation from villagers.

A staff member of SEEDS Asia discussing with CDCCS

General Donation: Support for people affected
by Nepal Earthquake in 2015

Support for the improvement of the Resource Center
in Dumja through the provision of equipment

In the education system of Nepal, “resource persons” are
appointed to take charge of education condition of schools
in a range of 3-4 villages based on the district’ s policy, and
also to report matters of schools to the district’ s education
office. Working place of resource persons is Resource
Center. Since resource persons directly instruct school
teachers, the improvement of their capacity for instructing
and monitoring schools will be a key for the improvement
of education in the whole district.

In Dumja area, the Resource Center was damaged by
the Gorkha Earthquake. Fortunately, a new Resource
Center was prepared, and resource persons resumed their
work. However, there is no equipment for monitoring
and summarizing education condition of each school, or
items for convening training for teachers. For that reason,
SEEDS Asia started a needs assessment in order to check
if it would be possible to support the Resource Center
by providing necessary equipment. SEEDS Asia plans to
provide equipment in the future based on result of the
assessment.

Children in Dumja area



