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Sticky rice cake pounding event cultivating friendship among residents in temporary housing (Uki city, Kumamoto)
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- Project on Support for people affected by Kumamoto Earthquake 3-11-30-302 Okamoto,

- Joint Project with Tamba City on Community Development Higashi Nada ku, Kobe, Japan

- Project on Support for people affected by Great East Japan Earthquake & Tsunami | %47 i1 52 X [ 4<3-11-30-302

- Bangladesh: Project on Capacity Building for Community-Based DRR in Tel: 078-766-9412

Fax: 078-766-9413

Urban Areas of Bangladesh . )
Email: rep@seedsasia.org

- India: Project on Participartory Community-Based DRM

- Myanmar: Project on Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development Web: Www'feeds_'aS'a'org
on Disaster Management Facebook:http://www.facebook.com/

- Philippines: Project on DRR Education with School- Community Linkage in Cebu pages/SEEDS-Asia/206338119398923
- Nepal: Project on Capacity Building of DRM for Village Development Committees

& Support for people affected by Nepal Earthquake in 2015
- Japan: Training in Promotion of Mainstreaming DRR
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. Kumamoto Earthquake '

Japan Platform

In Uki city, SEEDS Asia has supported the operation of the
Community Mutual Support Center (CMSC), which was
established last October. In addition to door-to-door visits
and regular tea gatherings at temporary housing, since
November, support activities by CMSC have expanded
gradually.

Expansion of the support for earthquake-affected
people

Among six temporary housing complexes in Uki city,
only three have gathering places. The other temporary
housing complexes are at small scale with only about 10-
20 households, so there are not available places where
the residents find it easy to gather together. Therefore,
the CMSC is aiming at exchange opportunities for the
residents of temporary housing by borrowing a room from
the nearby community center to hold tea gatherings and
inviting the residents.

Moreover, support for the affected people who had to move
to private apartments has also started. Firstly, surveys will
be conducted; after that, there will be consultation through
telephone or visits if necessary.

Building relationship with local community

For a full recovery, the support that focuses on only
temporary housing is not enough. If support activities are
implemented in cooperation with local community, they
will eventually lead to the development of a community
that is safe and easy to live for not only the residents of
temporary housing, but also for the whole local community
in general.

For that reason, the CMSC planned a sticky rice cake
pounding event (a popular seasonal communal event at
the end of year in Japan) and invited temporary housing’ s
residents to participate in from preparing stage. Moreover,
cooperation of volunteer groups, women'’ s association and
local junior high school students were also called for and
they helped in treating participants with pounded sticky
rice cakes and pork Miso soup. There was a comment
that pounding sticky rice cakes was a joint activity, so it
connected not only the residents, but also the supporters,
and brought about sense of unity.
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Sticky rice cake pounding event

Imparting the lessons learnt from the Great East Japan
Earthquake

From 6th to 11th December, two staff members from
the Volunteer Station in Kesennuma- a partner of SEEDS
Asia in the project for the Great East Japan Earthquake
and Tsunami were invited to Uki city. They imparted to
consulting staff of the CMSC the experience in the disaster,
from the support for affected people, to the preparedness
and response method. There were talks from various points
of view, such as questions and answers in problem cases,
or how to concern affected people and take care of mental
health of consulting staff. There were comments such as
“The explanation was given with detailed examples, so I
found it easy to understand” , or “I was given strength as
my worries as a consulting staff member were listened” .

Imparting the experiences of the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami

. Tamba City '

Joint Project with Tamba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

The 5th liaison meeting for appointed DRR schools

On 16th December, Tamba City Board of Education,
representatives of four appointed DRR schools and SEEDS
Asia gathered in the 5th liaison meeting for appointed DRR
schools as the final meeting of 2016.



This project planned to create a supplementary teaching
book to enable the disaster risk reduction classes based
on lessons from the Tamba heavy rainfall disaster in 2014
to be implemented throughout the city. The content of the
supplementary book was discussed in this 5th meeting.
Especially, for the input of DRR education knowledge of
Hyogo Prefecture, two members of EARTH (Emergency And
Rescue Team by school staff in Hyogo), which is having
activities in Tamba city, also attended the meeting and
gave advice on the plan of the book.

After the meeting ended, Tamba City Board of Education
and SEEDS Asia continued to discuss. The results were: 1-
DRR classes would be conducted using the supplementary
book in 1-2 periods for students in lower and upper grades
of elementary schools, and junior high schools. 2- The
supplementary book would be created with three main
parts — “Learn about disasters in Tamba” , “Learn how to
respond to disasters” , ” Learn about the connection with
people” .

The supplementary book is being created so that its
dissemination will be made in a workshop for vice principals
of all elementary schools and junior high schools in Tamba
city in the middle of February 2017. Moreover, training
is also being planned to help the supplementary book be
utilized when DRR classes are promoted in each school.

Discussion in the 5th liaison meeting

‘@] The Great East Japan Earthquake I

UMCOR - CWS Japan

Comprehensive disaster risk reduction (DRR) drills in
Hashikami District

On 5th November 2016 - World Tsunami Awareness Day,
comprehensive DRR drills were conducted throughout
Kesennuma City. In Hashikami district, the Hashikami DRR
Education Committee, where SEEDS Asia works as an
advisor, held several discussions to plan for a drill. On the
day, Hashikami Elementary School, Hashikami Junior High
School and eighteen (18) neighborhood associations in the
district implemented a comprehensive DRR drill together.

8

Newsletter Vol.55

The drill was conducted at 9 a.m, assuming that an
earthquake occurred. In the drill, the residents evacuated
to the temporary evacuation shelter in their restrictive
district, while the making of a list of evacuees as well as
emergency distribution of rice were also practiced. In
Saichidaka area of Hashikami district, where students of
Hashikami Elementary School had observed at their town-
watching class, residents practiced using firewood to cook
rice for emergency distribution, and also had a fire drill to
practice using fire extinguisher at the same time.

In Nagaisohara area, which adjoins Hashikami Junior High
School, a DRR Sports Day Event took place. Many games
with full of ideas made everyone feel excited and forget
about the coldness.

In the afternoon, evacuation shelter setting and operating
drill was conducted at Hashikami Junior High School. As
they were experienced, the students wasted no time and
set up the evacuation shelter in the blink of an eye. Being
moved as they looked at how the students in the role of
injured people or elderly people were quickly handled, the
principal said eagerly: “I would like to show this to other
schools, students like these cannot be found anywhere
else” . The principal has recently been moved from the
central area of Miyagi prefecture to Hashikami district
since April 2016, he was surprised at high awareness of
earthquakes in Hashikami district. “I will surely show this
to my father and brother on school-visiting day next year” ,
said the principal determinedly.

Through the training, elementary school students
learned that fire distinguishers were, in fact, really smoky

P - *

Training in transporting affected people by handcart



Elementary school students played the role of evacuated people
and watched the work of junior high school students

B Bangladesh 3

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Action Planning Workshop in Makati City

From 13rd to 16th December, a four-day action planning
workshop was held in Makati city, Philippines with
attendance of 13 delegates from Dhaka city including
officials of Dhaka North City Corporation, ward councilors,
Fire Service and Civil Defence, and urban volunteers.
Makati city has been working on disaster risk reduction
(DRR) both at the city and community level, and the city is
leading Asia region in the DRR field. The workshop aimed
to draw up action plans for community-based DRR in Dhaka
city, learning from Makati’ s experience.

The workshop in Makati city became possible because
of the partnership among Dhaka city, Makati city, and
SEEDS Asia. Both cities are members of with the disaster
cluster in CITYNET (Asia-Pacific regional network of cities
with Headquarters in Seoul, Korea), besides, SEEDS Asia
also works with Makati city for its community-based DRR
project.
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On the first day, SEEDS Asia presented the result of UDRI
(Urban Disaster Resilience Index) risk assessment which
was conducted from June to August with the support of
BRAC University. With the result, the participants discussed
disaster risks in Dhaka city and strengths and challenges
of the city. UDRI result showed that Dhaka city had
high physical resilience as the city had developed good
infrastructural base such as electricity, water, and road
connection. On the other hand, the UDRI revealed low
institutional resilience and the residents’ low knowledge
and interest in DRR. The delegates also learned about
community-based DRR from SEEDS Asia’ s experiences in
various countries.

On the second and third day, the delegates visited
Makati City Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
Office (DRRMO) and a Barangay (the lowest unit of local
government administration) to learn about DRR institutional
framework and their initiatives. Town Watching, which is
widely used in community DRR, was also conducted in a
Barangay for the delegates to learn about its benefits and
techniques.

Map-making after town-watching in a Barangay

With the learning and experiences in the 4 days, finally
the delegates set up their DRR action plans. The workshop
gave the various stakeholders a great opportunity to spend
time together and discuss community-based DRR in Dhaka
city in the future.

Group photo after the four-day program



® India .

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

SEEDS Asia has been implementing the project that
communities participate in Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR)/
Climate Change (CC) education through ‘Climate Schools
(CS)’ where the machines to assess weather and air
pollution are installed. The activities operated in November
and December are as follows.

Town-watching training by CS teachers

In November, town-watching training was conducted for
60 students of Shri Agrasen Inter College for Girls, one of
five CSs. The trainers were the teachers who had attended
SEEDS Asia’ s Training for Trainers in July.

The teachers made enormous efforts to deepen their
students’ understanding of DRR. For example, since Agasen
is a Hindi language medium school where teachers teach
classes in Hindi, these teachers properly selected Hindi
names and terms for weather and DRR, which were often
expressed in English.

The students responded to the endeavour of their teachers.
While examining disaster risks and evacuation places
around their school and surrounding areas, they brought
about various unique ideas to reduce these risks. For
instance, standing on the roof might be good to shout
for help; alternative evacuation routes could be made by
connecting roofs.

In this manner, the enthusiastic participation of both
teachers and students contributed to the success of this
training.

; .
Town-watching at Shri Agrasen Inter College

Initiatives on DRR by CSs

In December, Aryan International School, one of the CSs,
organised a DRR event called ‘A Stitch on Time Saves Nine:
Prevention and Precautions on Nine Major Disasters’ .
This was developed through a hint from Kyoto municipal
Takakura Elementary School, whose principal had been
invited to Varanasi as a DRR expert in August.
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In Aryan School, students are actively engaging in various
activities. For example, they have displayed data collected
from automatic weather system (AWS) on the notice
board; high school students organised a workshop to share
what they had learnt about DRR/CC with junior high and
elementary school students; in the event mentioned at
the beginning, 300 students participated in a three-hour
workshop.

The DRR activity that SEEDS Asia initiated has grown up
gradually but steadily.

At the workshop at Aryan Internatinal School

The second phase has started

Varanasi project has three components, namely,
implementation of DRR/CC Education in CS, development
of community-based DRR model and promotion of DRR
awareness activities in Varanasi city through the Citizen
DRR Activity Promotion Center. In the second phase, CS
teachers will provide three neighbouring schools with
the training that they learned in the first phase, so that
DRR/CC education will be disseminated further. For the
communities, together with CSs, four training sessions
(first-aid, firefighting, WASH-PHAST and weather) will
be conducted in order to make a practical DRR plan.
The Promotion Center will analyse and deliver data and
information of weather and DRR to Varanasi city, produce
manuals for its activities and make a DRR promotion plan
for Varanasi city as well.

We greatly appreciate your continuous support for Varanasi
project.

In Varanasi
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E yanimar . After the principal of Mary Chapman School for the Deaf,

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

SEEDS Asia is working on disaster management (DM)
training and research and public awareness of disaster risk
reduction (DRR) at Myanmar National Disaster Management
Training Centre (DMTC) under the project in cooperation
with Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) of Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement (MSRR). The
report on our activities in November and December 2016 is
as follows.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc)

Workshop on Action-Planning of Coastal Community
Resilience Index (CCRI) and Climate and Disaster
Resilience Index (CDRI) finished

From 24th October to 7th November 2016, Workshops
on Action-Planning of Coastal Community Resilience
Index (CCRI) and Climate and Disaster Resilience Index
(CDRI) were held in all 6 districts of Ayeyarwady Region
in cooperation with Yangon Technological University and
Dagon University based on research outcome of the
field surveys already conducted. The objectives of the
workshops were to share the findings and problems about
DRR resilience in each township and to discuss and plan
solutions to the problems in order to enhance DRR capacity.
On 15th December 2016, both universities submitted drafts
of report on the workshops. SEEDS Asia is going to submit
them to RRD in January 2017 and to hold a conference to
share among the stakeholders and to reflect the results
into policy and training.

Participants of workshop in Hinthada Township

DRR training with Mobile Knowledge Resource Centre
(MKRC) at school for children with hearing impairment

On 10th November, in cooperation with Red Cross and
ACTED, SEEDS Asia conducted Training of Trainers in DRR
education at a school for children with hearing impairment
in Yangon in order to help the teachers be able to provide
DRR education by themselves.
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Ms. Daw Nyunt Nyunt Thein, delivered her opening
speech, SEEDS Asia started the training by utilizing Mobile
Knowledge Resource Centre (MKRC) for teachers. A couple
of days later, the trained teachers provided DRR education
for their own students at the school by sign language.
Ms. Daw Nyunt Nyunt Thein said it was important to
continuously provide DRR education and she was planning
to do it. She realized the effect of MKRC which enabled the
learning through watching, touching and enjoying tools.
It was also confirmed that training the trainers who have
various means of communication would ensure the access
of information on DRR for people with impairment.

A school teacher explaining DRR by using sign language

DRR training with Mobile Knowledge Resource Centre
(MKRC) at middle school in Bahan Township

On 7th December, SEEDS Asia conducted Training of
Trainers in DRR education at middle school in Bahan
Township in Yangon in cooperation with Red Cross
and ACTED under Myanmar Consortium for Capacity
Development on Disaster Management (MCCDDM) Project.
The objective of the training is to help the teachers be able
to provide DRR education for their students by themselves.
After SEEDS Asia provided the training with Mobile
Knowledge Resource Centre (MKRC) for teachers, on 8th
December, the trained teachers provided DRR education
for their own students. Ma Khin Yadanar Thein, a 11-year-
old student learnt the importance of DRR education and
said that she wanted to share what she learnt with people
around her and wanted further DRR training.

A school teacher explaining DRR
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|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Capacity Building for Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) through Cooperation between Local
Communities and Education Sector in Cebu
Province

Visit of DRR Education Administrative Expert from
Hyogo Prefectural Board of Education

From 27th November to 2nd December, the DRR Education Lecture on importance of passing down past disasters by
Administrative Expert from Hyogo Prefectural Board of DRR Education Administrative Expert from Hyogo Board of Education
Education (BoE) visited Cebu to share the accumulated

knowledge and experiences of Hyogo Prefecture since Regional Event on Commemorating Past Disasters -
the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995 in order to “pasundayag”
contribute to further development of DRR Education in the

Philippines.

On 1st December, a regional event on Commemoration of
Past Disasters “Pasundayag” was held at DepEd Regional
Office VII. Learning from the memorial events held annually
in Hyogo Prefecture since the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, DepEd Regional Office VII suggested holding
this event to avoid the experiences of the past large-scale
disasters such as Typhoon Yolanda of 2013 fading away.
At the event, the teachers and representative students
who were chosen by DRR Education Model and Promotion
Schools were invited as well as DepEd SDO personnel
under DepEd Regional Office VII. The contests were held in
the Experience of Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” was  ¢,,r (4) categories: DRR Memorial Exhibit, DRR Jingle, DRR
provided by the expert. In the lecture, situations in the  pocter and Slogan Making, and DRR Essay. DRR Education
Earthquake and initiatives on passing down the event of  aqministrative Expert from Hyogo Prefectural Board of
the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake were introduced.  gqucation who attended as one of the judges gave high
At the same time, the messages behind passing down 556 for students’ work and stage presentations which
the experience of the disaster, lessons learnt, difficulties | aore full of creativity and originality. After this event,
and challenges of such initiatives were shared to the . Elnar, who is a member of DRR Education Core Team
participants. and the chief of Curriculum and Learning of Management
Division (CLMD) of DepEd Regional Office VIl said: “It was
our first effort but also a very meaningful event and I would
like to hold it continuously from next year” , and conveyed
a positive attitude and motivation towards passing down
the experiences of the past disasters.

On 28th November, DRR Education Progress Reporting
of 10 Department of Education (DepEd) Schools
Division Offices (SDOs) was held at DepEd Regional
Office VII. The DRR Education Core Team, Schools
Division Superintendents (SDS), the chiefs of Curriculum
Implementation Department (CID) and DRRM Coordinators
from 10 DepEd Divisions which superintend the DRR
Education Model and Promotion Schools participated in
this meeting. A lecture whose theme was “Passing Down

The importance of passing down the lessons learnt from
past disasters in order to enhance DRR awareness of
people and to be prepared for future disasters is recognized
worldwide. On the other hand, there is a gap in such
consciousness of passing down depending on countries
and regions. The major ethnic character in the Philippines
is bright and optimistic, which causes tendency to avoid
falling into negative emotions through recalling past
experiences. For that reason, it has not yet been common
to pass down past tragedies including disasters. This lecture
was a valuable opportunity to change the consciousness of
the Philippine educators through the message that passing
down the past disasters is the DRR Education which
teaches the preciousness of life and nurtures the ability to
take action proactively towards future disasters.

DRR Education Administrative Expert from Hyogo BoE judging the

DRR Exhibits by each DepEd SDO at Regional Disaster Commemoration Event
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B Nepal )

General Donation: Support for people affected
by Nepal Earthquake in 2015

Support for the improvement of the Resource Center
in Dumja through the provision of equipment

As reported in the previous newsletter, SEEDS Asia
implemented a needs assessment for necessary materials
for the operation of Resource Center in Dumja, Sindhuli in
November. A Resource Center is an agency which instructs
school teachers based on the policy of District Education
Office (DEO) and reports matters of schools to respective
DEO. The assessment results were confirmed as follows:
1- IT equipment such as PCs and printers for monitoring
educational condition in 36 schools under the management
of the Center was insufficient; 2- Training facilities for
inviting teachers from 36 schools and implementing
training, such as projectors and chairs, were insufficient; 3-
Bookshelves and cabinets for organizing documents were
insufficient.

Therefore, in order to improve the capacity for instructing
and managing schools of the Resource Center in Dumja
area, SEEDS Asia provided the mentioned facilities to the
Center as a donation on 30th December 2016, using the
donations SEEDS Asia had received from Japanese people
to support the recovery of education of the schools affected
in Nepal Earthquake in 2015. Especially, as this area has
unstable electricity condition, solar systems were also
provided to enable IT equipment such as PCs and printers
to be utilized even during power outages.

“We are very grateful for the support in IT equipment
and projectors, because from now we can implement the
training using visual teaching materials, that will make
the instruction and training for teachers more effective.
Especially, this Resource Center is located far from central
area of the district, even the supply of office equipment
seems impossible, but with this support, education-related
office work will also get smoother. We are very grateful
for the support.” - The Resource Center expressed their
gratitude.

SEEDS Asia would also like to express our gratitude to our
supporters, as we could not carry out the above support
without your kind intention and support during a long time
since the Nepal Earthquake occurred in April 2015. As
mentioned below, SEEDS Asia is implementing the project
on capacity building of disaster risk management for Village
Development Committees in Dumja area. We would be
grateful for any support we may receive from you in the
future.
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The truck transported donation materials through unpaved mountain roads
towards the Resource Center in Dumja area at the foot of the Himalayas

Commemorative photo taken after donation materials
were unloaded in front of the Resource Center

Project Funded by Central Community Chest of
Japan: Project on Capacity Building of Disaster
Risk Management for Village Development
Committees

Discussion with local organization CDCCS about
CBDRM workshop

SEEDS Asia is implementing the project on building
community’s capacity for Disaster Risk Management (DRM),
targeting three villages in Dumja area, Sindhuli District that
were affected in the Gorkha Earthquake in April 2015 in
cooperation with the local organization Center for Disaster
and Climate Change Studies (CDCCS). From November
to December, SEEDS Asia had discussions with CDCCS
about the program of the workshops on community-based
DRM. Besides, in order to prepare for the implementation
of workshops at Village Development Committees (VDC),
SEEDS Asia also had visits to the targeted villages to make
arrangements. As the result, in Purano Jhangajholi VDC-
the first VDC among three targeted ones, a workshop will
be held in January 2017. This workshop will be reported in
the next newsletter.



(e Japan '

JICA Training: The Knowledge Co-Creation
Program

Promotion of Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction

The training in Promotion of Mainstreaming Disaster Risk
Reduction (DRR) was organized by JICA in cooperation with
SEEDS Asia from 7th to 18th November 2016 in Tokyo,
Miyagi, and Kobe, Japan. 21 DRR experts from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Nepal, Chile, Iran, Bhutan, Fiji, Turkey, Mongolia and Brazil
learned about the promotion of mainstreaming DRR in
Japan at national level policy (Cabinet Office and Cabinet
Secretariat) to local government implementation (prefecture
and city level) from various aspects such as investment,
infrastructure, firefighting, medical services, and disaster
reconstruction. The participants were very interested in
and asked actively about lessons in mainstreaming DRR not
only in Japan but also in each other's home country. On the
last day, based on what they had learned during the training,
the participants summarized the recommendations about
how to promote mainstreaming DRR in their respective
countries. Many participants told us that this training was
very beneficial for them because it helped them find keys
to success in promoting mainstreaming DRR in their own
countries.
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