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SEEDS Asia's staff member sharing the experiences and lessons of the Hanshin Great Earthquake
at the 6th Workshop in Purano Jhangajholi village, Sindhuli District, Nepal
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. Kumamoto Earthquake '

Central Community Chest of Japan

One year from the earthquake

It has been one year since the Kumamoto Earthquake
occurred in 14th April last year. Until this April, 167
people have been certified dead due to the earthquake in
Kumamoto.

Many earthquake-affected people said: “It" s helpful for us
to be able to stay in temporary housing, but when we think
about the future, we feel worried” . However, there are also
people who take the earthquake as an occasion to move
forward, they said: “Before the earthquake occurred, I had
never talked to the people who live next door, but we have
become close and often go to each other’ s house now” .
“Until now, each time I heard the news about earthquakes,
I used to think that it" s only other people’ s problem, but
now I empathize and have a thought that I need to do
something, too” .

A visit to public-funded rental temporary housing

About future issues and plans

In the Community Mutual Support Center, there has been
a new set-up that community activity assistants have been
newly included. SEEDS Asia will continue to support the
Center so that a new system will be promptly established
and be able to response to the needs that change diversely.

In temporary housing, from the tea gatherings that have
created opportunities for the residents to know more about
one another, community activities have been promoted.
Since the objective of providing chances for residents to
get acquainted with one another has been achieved, from
now SEEDS Asia’ s support will aim at conducting more
and more community activities in which the residents are
the core element. At the same time, an “Open day” will be
set up in each gathering place to prepare for the residents
an environment where they feel free to be consulted in
individual even when no event is organized.
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Moreover, in the Liaison Conference for Life Recovery
Support, which is organized once a month as an agency
that works to support earthquake-affected people, a
discussion was held to discuss the improvement of
emergency response system for households of the elderly.
We plan to provide meticulous support, besides the
development of a support system for affected people that
has become more serious as it lengthens.

At the Liaison Conference for Life Recovery Support

. Tamba City

Joint Project with Tamba City for Community
Development, CWS Japan (UMCOR)

2nd Year of DRR Education in cooperation with
communities has started!

SEEDS Asia in partnership with Tamba City Board of
Education commenced the 2nd year of “Joint Project for
Community Development” in Tamba City, which experienced
sediment flows and flooding triggered by a massive rainfall
in August 2014. This Project aims at school-based DRR
Education in cooperation with local communities. The first
year was completed with successful outputs such as sound
practices at each school, a supplementary document and a
“model plan” which addresses each DRR Education activity
in the yearly plans of school operation.

Community members who provided their resources
for the supplementary document were looking at the printed version



In the second year, the number of the appointed DRR
schools will increase from 4 to 7 and those schools will
develop lesson plans utilizing the outputs of the previous
year. SEEDS Asia will take charge in making an audio-visual
education material.

On 25th April, an inter-divisional meeting for the promotion
of DRR Education was attended by the City Board of
Education, Life Safety Division and Recovery Promotion
Department and SEEDS Asia. The purpose of this meeting
is enhancing the communication and connectivity among
different divisions. The outputs of the first year were
shared and an open discussion on how different divisions
can cooperate with each other was held. The Vice Manager
of the School Education Division of the Board of Education
delivered a message based on his own experience in his
previous school: “It is too late to seek connections with
other divisions of the City or start DRR Education after a
disaster occurs. By being prepared, the impact of disasters
to our children can be lessened.”

First meeting for the promotion of DRR Education

On 27th April, the first meeting with the 7 appointed
DRR schools was held, where the 4 appointed schools
from last year shared their outputs of DRR Education
implementation. All the successful initiatives by those
schools inspired the newly appointed schools to have some
ideas on their own implementation of DRR Education.

‘@ The Great East Japan Earthquake |

Self-funding project

Local performing arts’ drama “The story of Karakuwa”
performed in Wakayama

The play in local performing arts named “The story of
Karakuwa- The old path of the Sea” , which tells the
bond of Shingu City, Wakayama Prefecture and Karakuwa
Town, Kesennuma City, was performed at Mitsuwazaki
Hall in Shingu City on 26th March. This is the fourth year
that SEEDS Asia has been in charge of script-writing and
directing of the play.
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The bond of both sides was embodied during the play as 95
visitors from Karakuwa gave an enthusiastic performance
while the members of the Association for Preservation of
Traditional Art in Mitsuwazaki also introduced the Kujira-
Odori (Whale Dance). About 300 audiences gave a big
round of applause.

About 1300 years ago, in ceremonial transfer of Kumano
deity to a new location in Tohoku (East Japan), the first
landing destination was the current Karakuwa; besides,
bonito fishing was also learned from Mitsuwazaki in the
middle of Edo era. The exchange relation with Shingu
city has continued until now. In 2011, when the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami occurred, a relief
group was sent from Shingu city to Karakuwa; when a big
flood occurred in Kii Peninsula in the summer that year,
Karakuwa sent their support.

In the opening greeting, Mr. Katsumi Shirahata- head of
the visiting group from Wakayama, the Committee for
the Promotion of Revival of Traditional Fishing Music in
Karakuwa introduced the exchange with Shingu city: “The
event in Edo era played an important part in bringing about
the first rank for Kesennuma city in fish catch in 20 years.
We were also helped in the time of the Great East Japan
Earthquake; it’ s hard to tell how much it helped in making
us feel strong” . He also added: “From now we would
like to deepen our bond with you, we hope that we can
somehow return to you through this play” .

The play ‘s central story is about the confrontation
between two sides in Karakuwa when the Imperial Court
subjugated Emishi/Ebisu (a group of people who lived
in the Tohoku region in northeastern Honshu). The deity
whale (Kujira) and Tsuruhime- daughter of Tankakuhime,
who died a violent death, drifted to Karakuwa and fought
with the people of Karakuwa. The fishermen who learned
bonito fishing from the fishermen from Mitsuwazaki in Edo
era and Mr. Kintaro travelled back in time to fight on the
side of Karakuwa, which implies the bond with Mitsuwazaki.
In the end, on behalf of the people of Karakuwa who were
defeated in the battle, Tankakuhime, Kujira and Tsuruhime
fought off the Imperial Court’ s military and revived the
people of Karakuwa.

During the play, the Dairyou Utaigomi (meaning “Song
of Big Catches” ), which has been sung continuously for
a very long time in Karakuwa, was also introduced. In
the scene that Kujira sacrificed itself after coming back
to Kumano to benefit the people who suffered hunger,
the children from the after-school activity center “Panda
House” acted well the part of Mitsuwazaki’ s residents
who discovered Kujira. The next scene where Kujira was
brought down was conveyed through Kujira Odori (Whale
Dance) by members of the Association for Preservation
of Traditional Art in Mitsuwazaki with all their might. The
harmonious ending about the reconciliation with Imperial
Court in the battle in Karakuwa was also given a big round
of applause by all 300 audiences.



Mr. Daisuke Minatogawa, the Head of Mitsuwazaki ward
commented:” The bond until now between Karakuwa and
Mitsuwazaki was expressed in such a wonderful way. I
think local people feel interest, too. It’ s good to begin
to work to deepen the bond that links our hearts from
now” . Mr. Shintaro Suzuki, the Chair of the Committee for
the Promotion of Revival of Dairyou Utaigomi (Traditional
Fishing Music) in Karakuwa said: “In bonito fishing, what
has been learned from Mitsuwazaki is still being utilized
even now, besides, what was conveyed from Kumano still
remains in Murone Matsuri (the Festival of Mount Murone).
The drama showed a part of that history. Karakuwa is
1000 kilometers far from here, but both sides have been
connected over time.”

Shingu city and Karakuwa town both suffered big disasters
and helped each other. One day before the performance,
we received warm welcome from many people in the
exchange meeting, including the Mayor of Shingu city.
Throughout history, perhaps times of disasters often
become opportunities for stronger relationships to develop.

A big round of applause was given to the enthusiastic performance

Project funded by UMCOR - CWS Japan

Report on completion of this project

The project by SEEDS Asia to support the affected people
in the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami which
was launched in 2011 under the assistance of CWS and
has been implemented since 2014 under the assistance
of UMCOR-CWS ended in March 2017. We would like to
express our deep gratitude to your kind understanding and
support for this project during its long duration.

It has been the sixth year since the Great East Japan
Earthquake and Tsunami occurred. In earthquake-affected
areas, while the number of people who begin their life in
public housing for recovery from the disaster has started
to increase, the construction of embankment has finally
completed for many people to start building new houses.
Many people are still continuing to live in temporary
housing, the recovery process is on its way.
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Under this circumstance, the development of community
and community-based disaster risk reduction are
considered necessary after the construction of public
housing for recovery from the disaster as well as new
houses is completed in affected areas. Therefore, in
Kesennuma city, the “Committee for the Promotion of
disaster risk reduction (DRR) education in Kesennuma” has
been formed from former local staff members of SEEDS
Asia and stakeholders to continue to take over the activities
in community-based DRR and DRR education through
cooperation between schools and communities that SEEDS
Asia has implemented until now.

SEEDS Asia intends to support the activities of the
Committee for the Promotion of DRR Education in
Kesennuma. Moreover, SEEDS Asia will value the
relationship with Kesennuma city and the experiences
in previous support activities, and inherit the lessons
learned in the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami
in its disaster relief and DRR assistance activities in Japan
and abroad. We hope to continue to receive your kind
understanding and support for the recovery of earthquake-
affected area and the activities of SEEDS Asia.

B Bangladesh '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Preparation for Model Community Selection

Based on the risk assessment conducted at ward level in
Dhaka North City Corporation, community activities are
going to begin. Three communities will be selected as
model communities to start with. From sustainability point
of view, instead of forming DRR communities newly, we will
work with existing ones that have been doing some kind of
community work in their locality. For this, March and April
were spent to research those communities and make visits.
Since such community list is not available at city or ward
office, it was done through field visits.

In our community research, we found that there are many
groups that are registered as voluntary social welfare
agencies to the Ministry of Social Welfare. They are groups
of local residents who work for a better living environment
in their area. Their activity includes ensuring security,
managing waste, organizing cultural and recreational
events, etc. In Dhaka, as urbanization progresses and
population grows, community bonds are weakening. “People
used to know each other very well but due to increasing
population, now we do not know who lives next door. In
order to strengthen connection among residents in our
area we formed our group” , a leader of one of the groups
shared with us.



Community research and visits

For those groups that showed strong interest in community
DRR, we hold another meeting to discuss disasters and
disaster risk reduction, and to explain our project. No
group implements DRR activity at the moment, so DRR
is totally a new topic to them. To most of the residents,
1988 and 1998 flood are the biggest disasters Dhaka ever
experienced. In addition, earthquake and fire have gained
more attention in recent years. While most people believe
that government is responsible for DRR, some realized
through discussion that it" s also their responsibility.

We are going to select model communities from these
groups, considering group structure, motivation, and
sustainability.

Meeting with a voluntary social welfare group at a school in their community

—— India '

Project Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan (MOFA): Project for Participatory
Community-Based Disaster Risk Reduction
Approaches in Varanasi

SEEDS Asia has been promoting a model of the community-
based Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) by establishing five
‘Climate Schools (CS)’ as a focal point of DRR/Climate
Change education, and five ‘Citizen Forums (CF)’ in each
CS area. The activities operated in March and April 2017
were as follows.
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Stakeholder meeting

On 8th April 2017, the representatives from five climate
schools and citizens as well as three officers from Uttar
Pradesh Fire Service reviewed our ongoing project and
discussed its development and sustainability in the
future. We could have various opinions, including an
enthusiastic suggestion that we should make an effort to
make the public aware of our activities so that those who
had not participated in the project could have the same
opportunities like training.
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Stakeholder meeting

Firefighting Demonstration

On 15th April 2017, SEEDS Asia organized the Lecture and
Demonstration on Firefighting and Rescue in collaboration
with Uttar Pradesh Fire Service at Rajghat Besant School.
The participants were Rajghat Besant School’ s 47
teachers, 40 dormitory staff members and about 300
students as well 8 teachers from two other climate schools.
A participant commented that they learned that there were
many types of fire and the responses also had to change
accordingly to each type.

Lecture and Demonstration on Firefighting and Rescue

Prahari reporters conducted interviews

In the Varanasi project, we support climate schools'
students to issue ‘Prahari’ , a weather and DRR newspaper.
On 17th April 2017, Prahari's reporters from Shri Agrasen
Kanya Inter College interviewed Chief Fire Officer of the
Uttar Pradesh Fire Service while Prahari's reporters from
the Central Hindu Boys School visited to interview the
Commandant of the 11th National Disaster Response Force

1 (NDRF), Varanasi on 21st April 2017.



Listening to their experiences in rescue work and touching
rescue items, these reporters were likely to feel familiar
with their emergency-agents’ services. The interviews will
be included into the next issue of Prahari in May.

Prahari's reporters

First-aid and WASH-PHAST Training

‘First-Aid, Sanitary and Hygiene Training” was organized
in collaboration with the 11th National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), Varanasi, at the Sant Atulanand Convent
School on 22nd-23rd April and at the Aryan International
School on 29th-30th April. 12 teachers and 8 associated
society members at Atulanand and 20 teachers and 21
associated society members at Aryan participated. Every
participant had a chance to practise each exercise. It led
to successful training with the participants’ satisfaction.
NDREF, too, gave us a positive comment that the number of
participants in this training was smaller than usual training
with about 200 to 1,000 participants, but it turned out to
be one of the best they had ever had.

First-aid and WASH-PHAST Training

E Myanmar l

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management
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SEEDS Asia is working on disaster management (DM)
trainings, research and public awareness of disaster risk
reduction (DRR) as a member of consortium of MCCDDM
at Myanmar National Disaster Management Training Centre
(DMTC) in cooperation with Relief and Resettlement
Department (RRD) of Ministry of Social welfare Relief and
Resettlement. The report on our activities of March and
April 2017 is as follows.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc)

Drafting booklets on Coastal Community Resilience
Index (CCRI) and Climate and Disaster Resilience
Index (CDRI) surveys

Booklets on Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI)
and Climate and Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI), which
summarize the results of the surveys, are being drafted.
They contain the information on research methodology,
resilience of 26 townships, survey results, and policy
recommendation to governmental agencies and will be
distributed later to the concerned governmental agencies,
NGOs and INGOs.

Support in academic DRR research paper targeted at
Universities

Academic DRR research paper on CCRI and CDRI is
planned to be published. SEEDS Asia is going to donate
technical books and references on academic research paper
to Yangon Technological University and Dagon University.
In order to support the process, a workshop for the authors
is going to be held on 12th May 2017 and preparatory
works are in progress.

Preparation to donate a screen for weather observation
to DRR activity center in Kungyangon, Yangon Region

A Stevenson screen for weather observation, which has
been funded by SOMPO JAPAN Nipponkoa Environment
Foundation, is going to be donated to Kungyangon DRR
Activity Center-1 (DRRAC-KGG 1). On the day of the annual
memorial ceremony for the victims of Cyclone Nargis,
which occurred in 2008, training in utilizing the screen and
the ceremony of its installation are going to be held in the
DRRAC on 2nd May as an activity to raise public awareness
of DRR.

Participation in an earthquake simulation drill in Kyi
Myin Taing Township

Requested by Relief and Resettlement Department
of Yangon, SEEDS Asia participated in an earthquake
simulation drill in Kyi Myin Taing township in Yangon on
18th and 19th March 2017.



In order to raise the public awareness about disaster risk
reduction (DRR), SEEDS Asia provided DRR education
about earthquakes with Mobile Knowledge Resource Centre
for community in the township.

All participants confirming the schedule of the evacuation drill

B | Philippines (Cebu) )

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Support Project on Promotion of School
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management in
Cebu Province

A New Project in Support of Promoting School DRRM
in Cebu, Philippines has started!

The Project for “Capacity Building on Disaster Risk
Reduction Education (DRRE) through Cooperation with
Local Community in Cebu Province” was successfully
completed in March 2017. Following it is the “Support
Project on School Disaster Risk Reduction and Management
(SDRRM) in Cebu Province” starting in April 2017. The
preceding Project focused on DRRE to nurture the abilities
of children to deal with disasters, while the new Project
will enhance school’ s management capacity to lessen the
impacts of disasters. These two Projects are expected to
create synergies for safer schools.

The Philippine Department of Education (DepEd) is working
on DRR at schools based on the “Comprehensive School
Safety Framework” adopted internationally by the United
Nations and other organizations. Both DRRE and SDRRM
are of the Framework’ s pillars. DepEd is strengthening its
thrusts in school DRR, including distribution of the Guideline
on SDRRM. However, actual implementation at school level
is going to take quite a long time. With this, SEEDS Asia
will collaborate with DepEd and Hyogo Prefectural Board
of Education, which has more than 20 years of experience
in SDRRM, to establish practical models of SDRRM in Cebu
Province.

We greatly appreciate your continuous support and
cooperation!
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B Nepal '

Support for people affected by Nepal
Earthquake in 2015

Two years after the Gorkha Earthquake and monitoring
the current situation

It has been two years since the Gorkha Earthquake occured
and killed around 9,000 people on 25th April 2015 in
Nepal. SEEDS Asia and the team of SEEDS India supported
the affected in Dumja area, Sinduli District through the kind
donations received from well-wishers after the earthquake
occurred. We provided not only family kits and school kits,
but also conducted training in psycho-social support for
teachers to help the children who need special care. Since
that time, SEEDS Asia has been continuing to support
"Build Back Better" process in recovery at community level.

After two years, with the aim of monitoring the
effectiveness and the impact of our emergency response,
SEEDS Asia staff from headquarters visited the target areas
to monitor the situation. It was found that all the items
which we provided have been functioning well under proper
care and management.

Additionally, the officer in charge in Education Resource
Centre in Dumja Area said that dropout rate in the area
did not increase even after the earthquake, which might be
a positive impact of immediate provision of school-kits to
the children. However the process of recovery in education
sector, especially the reconstruction of school buildings is
still behind (five schools were reconstructed among thirty
six collapsed schools in the area). We keep seeking your
kind support and cooperation to realize “Build Back Better”
in communities and schools in Nepal.

Monitoring of relief items donated after the Gorkha Earthquake in 2015



Using a school building with partial destruction after the Gorkha Earthquake

Project Funded by Central Community Chest of
Japan: Project on Capacity Building of Disaster
Risk Management for Village Development
Committees (VDCs)

Completion of DRR Training Workshops in Purano
Jhangajholi village

By the support of Central Community Chest of Japan,
SEEDS Asia is implementing Community-Based Disaster
Risk Reduction project in three VDCs in Sindhuli District in
Nepal. In April, the 5th and 7th DRR workshop (WS) were
held in one of our target village called Purano Jhangajholi.

For 6th WS, 22 members who had been participating
in ToT training until 4th WS performed their knowledge
through drama, song and dance to enable all villagers from
children to senior residents to understand the importance
of disaster risk reduction, especially preparedness during
normal time. On 7th WS, SEEDS staff from headquarters
and CDCCS (Center for Disaster and Climate Change
Studies) - a Nepalese organization joined with 22 core
members to review the workshop's results and make a plan
for the improvement of community in terms of DRR. During
the discussion, the participants urged the needs of making
DRR management plan for the community, continuing the
awareness activities to increase basic knowledge and skill
training to cope with emergency.

Since the local election is scheduled currently in Nepal and
administrative reforms are on progress, the next WS in the
other two villages- Jhangajholi Ratmata and Kusheshwar
Dumja will be held after June.
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Making a plan for the improvement of DRR at 7th Workshop in Prano Jhangajoli

(@ Japan '
[Dispatch of lecturers to conduct DRR class or
event]

SEEDS Asia dispatches staff members as lecturers to
conduct DRR training or classes in a wide range of methods
and contents on the requests from any organizations
such as schools, municipalities, residential communities
and private sectors. In March and April, one of our staff
members conducted the following lecture.

Lecture on DRR at 12th Toyonaka Junior High School
(In Toyonaka City, Osaka Prefecture)

On 12th March, Ms. Mitsuko Otsuyama, Head of Overseas
Operation of SEEDS Asia, delivered a lecture with the title
“Spreading Seeds of DRR from Kobe - for no more tears in
disasters- “ at 12th Toyonaka Junior High School, Toyonaka
City, Osaka Prefecture.

This lecture is a part of a series of a “Youth Programme”
which were organized by NPO Social Guild for building
capacity on DRR in the community. Around 30 members
participated in the lecture on the day and enjoyed learning
DRR through DRR quiz, lecture and exhibition of the DRR
Learning Tool Kits which had been brought from Myanmar.



In addition to this, emergency bags from various countries
where SEEDS Asia operates projects were demonstrated
and some emergency foods from Asia were shared for the
participants to try eating. The participants liked dried beans
from India, saying “This is delicious! I would love to buy
this in Japan, too!” . Furthermore, the participants were
surprised to know that the dried rice which people in Japan
used to keep at home during the World War II to cope
with the food shortage was widely available in other Asian
countries. This lecture enhanced knowledge of DRR and
international understanding.

SEEDS Asia dispatches our staff members to organizations
on their request for lectures with a wide range of topics
that relate to our activities (The fees are to be negotiated).
If you are interested in inviting lecturers in DRR, please
kindly contact to the persons in charge of Dispatching
Lecturers in SEEDS Asia Headquarters (rep@seedsasia.
org).
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Poster of the lecture on 12th March
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Announcements fromm SEEDS Asia '

New staff member

Philippines-Cebu Office (Yo Kunieda)

Nice to meet you! My name is Yo Kunieda. I start to
work for SEEDS Asia in the project in the Philippines
from this April.

I acquired a Master of Arts degree in International
Cooperation in France, and worked for a Japanese IT
company in International Department and Corporate
Social Responsibility Department. My dream is to
work in a developing country, and I’ m very happy
that I have become a member of SEEDS Asia.

I have gone to many Asian countries such as
Thailand and Malaysia in business trips. I have few
experiences with Philippines, such as a trip to Cebu
islands 10 years ago, and an experience of working
with two Filipinos in my former job. I would like to
do my very best to deliver good results!




