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SEEDS Asia's staff member explaining how to use a screen for weather observation
at No. 1 Basic Education High School in Kungyangon, Yangon Region, Myanmar
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JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project: Project on Capacity Building for
Community-Based DRR in Urban Areas of
Bangladesh

Model Community was Selected!

As we start and expand community DRR initiatives in
Dhaka North City Corporation (DNCC), we have surveyed
existing community groups that have been working on
community issues. In the survey, it was found that there
were a number of voluntary social welfare agencies, and
in April, three groups were selected as model communities
based on their activities, motivation towards DRR, group's
sustainability, etc. Although their organization size differs
(as the number of household covered ranges from 500 to
8,000), they all are based on house owners’ associations
and most of the members are house owners. Their activity
includes arranging security guards, managing waste
collection, and holding cultural events for the community.
Through meetings with SEEDS Asia, they showed interest
in DRR issues and enthusiastically agreed to work with us
as a model community.

Model Community Leader Training

On 14th June, SEEDS Asia conducted a day-long training
for model community leaders. The training took place at
a school in one of the model communities and topics such
as Dhaka's disaster risks, community DRR and activity
examples, and DNCC's work towards a resilient Dhaka
were discussed. Also, given that most of the participants
were house owners, concept of safe building construction
was introduced by an expert. In addition to that, the
participants received practical lectures on how to carry
injured persons and basic first aid, as well as how to
use fire extinguishers by Fire Service department, which
participants had little knowledge before the training, .

Leader Training

Newsletter Vol.58

Further, what inspired the participants was a presentation
by Armanitola government high school students for whom
SEEDS Asia had conducted DRR education program in
our previous project in Dhaka in 2013. They formed
DRR students’ club and have continued their activities.
five students joined the training and shared their work,
motivation, and future plans. This model community leader
training became a great opportunity for the participants
not only to learn DRR knowledge, but to interact and be
connected with other communities and resource persons.

Lecture by Fire Service Department

—— India 3

Project for Participatory Community Based
Disaster Risk Reduction Approaches in Varanasi,
funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
(MOFA)

SEEDS Asia has been promoting a model of community-
based Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) by establishing five
‘Climate Schools (CS)’ as focal points of DRR/climate
change education, and five ‘Citizen Forums (CF)’ in each CS
area. The activities carried out in May and June 2017 were
as follows.

Climate, Weather and DRR Workshop

The second year of the project was designed to develop the
beneficiaries’ practical knowledge and skills for emergency
situations through four kinds of training. Three training
sessions on firefighting, first-aid, water, sanitation and
hygiene were organised at the ‘Climate, Weather and DRR
Workshop’ on 13th May. Experts on these three themes
were invited from Japan and Varanasi, while CS's 31
teachers and 21 students, CF's 33 members, and two staff
members of India Meteorological Department participated.



Opening speeches were given by Professor A. S.
Raghubanshi, Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and Ms.
Mitsuko Otsuyama, Head of Overseas Operation, SEEDS
Asia, followed by the first lecture, in which Professor
Taiichi Hayashi, Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto
University, discussed various topics, such as the usage of
weather search radar and weather map, findings from his
research on the relationship between weather and health
in Bengal Bay areas and a case study of collaboration
between weather observatory and community. They led the
participants to question what they rarely explored, such as
‘why is it hot in India?’ and ‘why do cyclones happen?’

Professor B. R. D. Gupta, Department of Geophysics,
BHU, delivered a lecture on climate changes in Varanasi,
emphasising the importance of preparation for extreme
weathers. He closed his lecture with his own Hindi poem on
climates.

Professor Raghubanshi explained about automatic weather
station and air sampler, which had been installed in CS. He
encouraged the participants to be familiar with weather
information by accessing weather website, to which data
from CSs were being sent.

The final session was on ‘Participatory Disaster Imagination
Game’ , facilitated by Ms. Otsuyama. It was a preparatory
session for the up-coming activity of mock drills. In the
exercise, one of the participants was so excited that she
commented, ‘I have not used my brain to such an extent
recently!’

Later, a CF reported that they were going to plant trees to
reduce air pollution and decrease a temperature. It shows
that this workshop helped people think of their community.

i
Climate and Weather Workshop
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Prahari Third issue

The third issue of ‘Prahari’ , a student's weather and DRR
newspaper, was published. This issue dealt with self-
study on cold waves and fogs as typical winter weather
phenomena in Varanasi; interviews with 11th National
Disaster Response Force, Varanasi, and the Uttar Pradesh
Fire Service; sharing experience of town-watching training
by Kyoto Takakura Elementary School.
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Preparation of Exercise books in progress

In this activity, Banaras Hindu University (BHU) is in charge
of climate and weather, while SEEDS Asia works on DRR
in developing the exercise books. The latter's contents
will be a 30-year disaster history in Varanasi city, Sadhus’
observations on Ganges River and a weather diary. These
exercise books will be used in CS and outreach schools on
a trial basis.



Ei Myanmar l

USAID MCCDDM Project:
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development
on Disaster Management

SEEDS Asia is working on disaster management (DM)
trainings, research and public awareness of disaster
risk reduction (DRR) as a member of the consortium of
Myanmar Consortium for Capacity Development on Disaster
Management (MCCDDM) at Myanmar National Disaster
Management Training Centre (DMTC) in cooperation with
Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) of Ministry of
Social Welfare Relief and Resettlement. The report on our
activities of May and June 2017 is as follows.

(*Consortium of MCCDDM : UNHABITAT/UNDP/Myanmar
Red Cross & American Red Cross/ACTED etc. Technical
support agencies in the consortium: UNICEF, HelpAge,
Handicap International, ASHOKA etc)

Drafting booklets on Coastal Community Resilience
Index (CCRI) and Climate and Disaster Resilience
Index (CDRI) surveys

Booklets on Coastal Community Resilience Index (CCRI)
and Climate and Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI), which
summarize the results of the surveys, are currently
being drafted. They contain information on research
methodology, resilience of 26 townships, survey results,
and policy recommendations for the governmental sector
and will be distributed later to concerned governments,
NGOs and INGOs.

Support for academic DRR research paper targeted at
Universities

A workshop on Academic Research Paper on Coastal
Community Resilience Index (CCRI) and Climate and
Disaster Resilience Index (CDRI) was held at Dagon
University on 12th May 2017 under MCCDDM Project. The
purpose of the workshop was to provide support for the
universities to be able to effectively write and publicize
academic papers. After the rector of Dagon University,
Dr. Aye Aye Tun, made an opening speech, SEEDS Asia
donated books on academic writing and research on DRR to
the university, which is the researcher of CDRI conducted
in Pathein. Later, Ms. Sreeja Nair, coordinator of MCCDDM
project, introduced information and advice on international
journals on DRR to the researchers. Lastly, researchers
from Dagon University introduced an outline of academic
papers on CDRI and participants discussed and shared
ideas with them.
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Group Photo of Participants

Donation of a screen for weather observation to DRR
Activity Center in Kungyangon, Yangon Region

2nd May 2017 marks nine years after Cyclone Nargis
swept off Myanmar and took the lives of 138,366 people.
Today, the Memorial ceremony of Cyclone Nargis and
installation of screen for weather observation were held
in Kungyangon DRR Activity Center on 2nd May 2017
organized by SEEDS Asia with the support from SOMPO
JAPAN Nipponkoa Environment Foundation for the screen
for weather observation. After Mr. Win Shwe from Relief
and Resettlement Department (RRD) Yangon Office, Mr.
Min Khine Win from Kungyangon General Administrative
Office (GAD), Mr. Keiji Okada from SOMPO JAPAN
Myanmar Office, Ms. Mitsuko Otsuyama from SEEDS Asia
Headquarters delivered addresses at the ceremony. All
participants observed a silent prayer in memory of the
victims of the Nargis. Kungyangon DRRAC introduced
its activities since the Nargis and plans for the future on
disaster preparedness. SEEDS Asia installed the screen in
No. 1 Basic Education High School (BEHS) Kungyangon
and explained how to utilize the screen for education
purpose to the participants including Ministry of Education,
community members, teachers and students. Daw Yi Yi
Nyien from DMH also expressed his pleasure to promote
the understanding of weather by observing it and gave key
advice on weather observation for the school. Lastly, the
representatives of the organizations cut a ribbon for the
ceremony.

We truly hope this screen for weather observation will
enhance the understanding of weather information among
the children in Myanmar so that they are able to take
appropriate actions. A fence to protect the screen was built
by the school principal herself.



Cutting the ribbon during the ceremony

Implemented DRR training at DRR Activity Center in
Bogale

For two days from 5th June, SEEDS Asia conducted
training-of-trainers for public awareness about DRR with
Mobile Knowledge Resource Center (MKRC) at DRR Activity
Center (DRRAC) in Bogale tonwship. In cooperation with
SEEDS Asia, committee members of DRRAC provided DRR
education for community members, teachers and students.
A participant, Ma Lin Lin Phyo aged 14 said that everyone
should know more about disasters. Some students may
know about hazards in general, but not about their
mechanisms. After attending the training, we are more
aware of actions before, during and after disasters. In
addition, Daw Khin Chaw Khaing aged 38, teacher, said
that she can provide the same DRR lessons to her students
and children in her ward. She hoped the training could also
reach all community members.
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|’ Philippines (Cebu) '

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project:
Support Project on Promotion of School
Disaster Risk Reduction and Management in
Cebu Province

Kick-off Workshop

SEEDS Asia held the kick-off workshop on “Support Project
on Promotion of School Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management in Cebu Province” at a hotel in Cebu City
on 1st June. JICA Philippines, Department of Education
(DepEd) Central Office-Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Service, DepEd Region 7, Schools Division
Offices, DRRM officers of Local Government Units from
the pilot areas, and other partners such as Department
of Social Welfare and Development-Field office 7, totaling
26 people participated. In the beginning, Mr. Victor Yntig
offered his congratulations to the start of this new project,
as a representative of Department of Education Region 7.
He prayed for the success of the project, which is focused
on School Disaster Risk Reduction and Management, and
appreciated SEEDS Asia's contribution in support of the
Philippines' comprehensive school safety, which started
from emergency assistances to those affected by Typhoon
Yolanda in 2013. SEEDS Asia presented the project
brief and its schedule. Along with an active discussion,
participants asked questions and gave comments
to improve the project, and in the post workshop
questionnaire, they showed their motivation to the new
project with their commitments or positive comments
about this project for the next three years.

il
Group Photo during Kick-off Workshop



Visits to Model and Promotion Schools of the Previous
Project and Courtesy Calls to Schools Division
Superintendents

On 30th, 31st May and 2nd June, SEEDS Asia's members
also made courtesy calls to DepEd Region 7's Regional
Director, seven Schools Division Superintendents of DepEd
division offices, and visited all 13 Model and Promotion
Schools in the previous DRR Education project of all pilot
areas, in Bogo city, Carcar city, Cebu city, Danao city,
Lapu-lapu city, Mandaue city, Naga city, Talisay city, Toledo
city, and Cebu province. They shared information about
the status of their School DRRM. SEEDS Asia met many
teachers preparing DRR materials for the new school year.
SEEDS Asia was also able to see that the previous project
about DRR Education worked very well with the schools.

Following these visits, SEEDS Asia will also start baseline
surveys in June and July targeting 30 schools, to know
more about the status of School DRRM for the project
implementation.

School Visit

. Japan '

(1) Central Community Chest of Japan:
Kumamoto Earthquake

To put people's lives back in order

Housing is the main concern for those who live in
temporary housing or privately owned rental homes as
deemed temporary housing. Although temporary housing
is not large enough, some affected people who live in
such housing said, “We can live comfortably here and are
thankful for that.” Those said, “Since we can live in this
temporary housing for only two years, we are very worried
about what we are to do about the future housing.
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Upon a request by Kumamoto Prefecture and Uki City, in
order to understand the actual situation of those affected
people as described above, Community Mutual Support
Center, which SEEDS Asia supports, is conducting a
questionnaire survey regarding housing to those affected
people. The questionnaires were sent by post to about
700 people of those affected in Uki City whose housing was
more than half destroyed. In case the return responses
are not received, the survey is done by visiting each home.
The results of the questionnaire will be reflected in the
future publicly owned housing plans.

Questionnaire Survey by Visit

Lessons of another disaster stricken area informed

In May, SEEDS Asia dispatched an expert with the
experience on reconstruction assistance in Kesennuma.
This person worked with a counselor at Community Mutual
Support Center and shared know-how most likely to be
requested.

Moreover, it is important to promote mingling so as to
improve the living environment where those in temporary
housing and residents’ association nearby watch over each
other. The reason for this is that this will be utilized to
build good relationships with neighbors even after those
affected people move from temporary housing to publicly
owned disaster housing, etc. For this purpose, some
activities conducted in Kesennuma, such as the events
which involved the regional community, were introduced to
those affected people. The following voices were heard:
“We understood how hard it was for those hit by the Great
East Japan Earthquake. We are very much encouraged.”
“We were able to learn about the activities in a concrete
way, and it was very informative for us.”

Showing Film of Activity at Kesennuma at Temporary Housing Meeting Place



(2) Joint Project with Tamba City for
Community Development

DRR classes at schools

On 14th June, two schools in Tamba City conducted DRR
classes.

At Sakiyama Elementary School, which was the most
heavily affected by torrential rains in 2014, the school
children always see the recovery-reconstruction process in
their daily lives. Third graders are undergoing eight-hour
classes to learn about the relation between the disaster
in 2014 and the scenery of their hometown. This day, a
group provided a lecture about their activities of revitalizing
the community through food. The group members had
encountered the disaster, and served food to the affected
community members with the help of volunteers both
inside and outside the City. This experience led them to
hope that they can create opportunities for interaction
among people through food that is made of locally grown
ingredients and is good for health. Hearing their story, the
students said “I want to be of help too!” and “I request for
ramen noodles” among others. One student asked what
the group's wish was, and one of the group members
answered “I want children like you to grow up well and
come to love our home, Sakiyama. Hopefully you will come
back to this community even if you move to big cities for
study or work.”

At Ogawa Elementary School, DRR Education classes
were provided to second, third, fourth and sixth graders
on this “open school day” . Some teachers were utilizing
supplementary readers “Living for Tomorrow” by Hyogo
Board of Education, and others “Bridging Hearts” developed
by Tamba Board of Education, SEEDS Asia, and teachers of
the City. Using the supplementary readers, teachers asked:
“What is going to happen if heavy rain keeps falling?” and
“What can you do to be prepared for a disaster?” and the
children answered actively, for example, “The rivers will
overflow and the water will wash houses away” or “We
should have family meetings to discuss such occasions and
practice evacuation” .

Lecturer group at Sakiyama Elementary School
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(3) Dispatch of lecturers to conduct DRR class
or event

SEEDS Asia dispatched staff members as lecturers to
conduct DRR training or classes in a wide range of methods
and contents on the requests from any organizations such
as schools, municipalities, residential communities and
private sectors. In May and June 2017, our staff members
provided the following lectures.

1) Lecture at University of Hyogo
(in Hyogo Prefecture)

On 20th May, a staff member of SEEDS Asia headquarters
took charge of a lecture on the roles of NGOs in
international cooperation for the unit “International
Cooperation for Disaster Reduction” at University of Hyogo.

The lecture identified the roles of nongovernmental
organizations among different actors in international
cooperation specifically on DRR. Examples of overseas
projects by SEEDS Asia were showcased as well. The
students asked questions such as “What skills are required
to be a staff member of an NGO?” which means they
were interested in working in the field of international
cooperation on DRR.

2) DRR Lecture for ASEAN Young Leaders at
International Association of Traffic and Safety
Sciences
(in Hyogo Prefecture)

On 14th June 2017, SEEDS Asia delivered a lecture on
"Community-based Assistance to Affected Areas by NGOs
- to be involved as a third party -" at the Kobe Commerce,
Industry and Trade Center Building.

This Lecture is a part of the training program targeted at
young people from ASEAN member countries conducted by
International Association of Traffic and Safety Sciences, and
about 20 government officials and entrepreneurs attended
the lecture. The content was about the relationship
between development and disaster based on Japan's
experience of and lessons from big earthquakes, self help
and mutual help for DRR as well as the importance of
network help. The lecture also covered about approaches
and various efforts made when SEEDS Asia conducted
construction support in each country, using the case of
Myanmar as an example.
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Announcements fromm SEEDS Asia '

New staff member

Kobe Headquarters Office (Hiroe
Muramatsu)

Hello !

My name is Hiroe Muramatsu. I joined SEEDS Asia
HQ in late May. My main job is to translate and
edit SEEDS Asia’ s newsletters and support other
office works. I used to work in financial business,
and disaster risk reduction area is new to me. I will
make efforts to study about it one by one so as to be
able to be of service to SEEDS Asia.

Lecture

3) Lecture at 15th Anniversary Symposium of
Humanitarian Medical Assistance (HUMA) Certified
NPO Organization

(in Tokyo)

On 17th June 2017, at 15th Anniversary Symposium of
the Humanitarian Medical Assistance (HuMA) Certified
NPO Organization, a SEEDS Asia staff member delivered
a lecture on "Humanitarian Support and its agendas -
Reaching the Reachable -." At the symposium, after the
introduction of HUMA's mission and history of 15 years,
presentations were given by some humanitarian support
organizations on the following topics: "Philosophy of activity
of the organization and its activities so far", "Lessons
and/or agendas to be shared at humanitarian support”,
and "What is currently pursuing in order to achieve the
agendas", and "Future prospects."

SEEDS Asia would like to take this opportunity to express
its compliment to HUMA on its 15th anniversary.

In general, SEEDS Asia dispatches staff members to
organizations upon request, to give lectures (also with
games or picture-card shows) with wide range of targets
and topics which relates to our activities. If you are
interested in inviting our lecturers on DRR, please kindly
contact: SEEDS Asia Headquarters (rep@seedsasia.org).
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