SEEDS Asia —1-AL5— %775 (2020478 -8AS)
SEEDS Asia Newsletter Vol. 77 (July and August, 2020)

WAL o § | = = Y dicify 17 . 1
b3 - i | T4 1 ' } <
£ — :
|

AN OETIRICHESK Bk iR T ZBU0IE (N>)5751)
DRR equipment installed at the model school in Dhaka North City (Bangladesh)
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e In Myanmar, DRR planning workshops and online training were conducted
under the project “Enhancing Comprehensive School Safety in Collabora— Bangladesh .........cooeevunees 11
tion with Community in Hinthada Township” supported by Ministry of Japan 13
Foreign Affairs of Government of Japan (3rd year) .
e In the Philippines, the project outputs, school DRR manuals were distrib—
uted to the partner schools in Cebu Province. [FREIISEIESFIESEASEEDS Asia
e In Bangladesh, online DRR training was conducted at the model school in 658-0072 MFEMEH#XEAL-7-7-307
Dhaka North City, and DRR equipment was installed as a part of the ac— TEL. 078-766-9412 FAX. 078-766-9413

tivities supported by Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
EMAIL rep@seedsasia.org
e In Japan, it was decided that the project in Tamba would be continued

this year as well, with support from the Hyogo Voluntary Fund. Another
project supporting disaster recovery of Naganuma district has started. FACEBOOK www.facebook.com/SEEDSASIA/

Staff members of SEEDS Asia delivered lectures in universities and also 1-7-7-307 Okamoto, Higashi-nada ku, Kobe 658-0072
accepted an intern.
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Mya nmar Promoting comprehensive disaster risk reduction (DRR) from construction of

safe school-cum-shelter to enhanced community disaster preparedness

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

Progress of the third year of the project “Enhancing Comprehensive
School Safety in Collaboration with Community in Hinthada Township”

SEEDS Asia is promoting comprehensive school safety in Wa boet Chin boet village, a flood—prone area in
Hinthada township, Ayeyarwady region of Myanmar. The project includes the construction of a school-cum
—shelter and DRR capacity building for the school and village. The third year of the project commenced in
March 2020, and this time we will report the activities during the rainy season of July to August.

Discussion for DRR planning of Wa boet Chin boet school/village

Initiatives around the world have shown that when using
a school as a shelter, conflicts do occur over two func—
tions of the school facilities: the continuation of educa—
tional activities, (which is the fundamental role of the
school), and the protection of evacuees. To avoid such
a problem, when constructing a school-cum—shelter in
Wa boet Chin boet village, the school/village DRR com—
mittee was established (comprised of school teachers
as well as village leaders), to play a central role in con—
sensus building and collaborative planning between the
school and village leaders, and to ensure that the village
residents are well informed of the decisions.

On 9-10th July and 10th August, online and on-site Residents and the school’s head
workshops were held to discuss DRR plans for Wa boet master discussed DRR planning of
Chin boet school/village. In the workshops, current status Wa boet Chin boet village

of the village was shared and disaster preparedness op—

tions to make the village a safer place were discussed. In

addition, the discussion was extended to developing a crisis management plan to protect the safety of the
residents in case of an unexpected emergency.

In particular, consensus was found to be necessary through prior discussions on various plans such as the
organizational mechanism of the school/village DRR committee and the roles of each member in transmis—
sion of early warnings or the operation of the shelter, usage of the limited space at the shelter, which class—
rooms and what and how much school equipment can be used, spatial use and patient flow systems con—
cerning the prevention of infectious diseases and other issues.

SEEDS Asia will continue to facilitate discussions and training in the community and in creating DRR plans
based on consensus.



DRR leader training in Wa boet Chin boet village

Weather forecasts are an integral part of the daily
news in Myanmar and it is an important part of DRR
plans. To understand the content of such forecasts
and use it for formulating DRR actions, SEEDS Asia
invited an expert (a former official of the Department
of Meteorology and Hydrology) to the training held on
7-8th July, where participants from Wa boet Chin boet
village learned about weather risks and how those
risks are communicated.

Furthermore, on 13—-14th August another training ses—
sion was held online and online. The participants
learned about water and sanitation issues, and infec—
tion control against viruses including COVID-19 and

vector/water—borne diseases. The lectures were pro—

vided by a member of the Myanmar Red Cross (MRCS). First aid was taught by the experts
Also, a staff member of Department of Rural Develop— of the Myanmar Red Cross
ment (DRD) instructed the participants about water

quality management during the training.

This year, DRR leader training sessions for 91 people,

including leaders of Wa boet Chin boet village and surrounding villages, were planned in order to strengthen
their disaster response capacities. However, due to the COVID—-19 pandemic, it was difficult to conduct the
training to all of them due to restrictions and the need to keep appropriate physical distance. Therefore, the
number of participants were limited to 30 people and training sessions are being provided online as well as
on-site.



Philippines
Enhancing school-based disaster risk reduction and management

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

School DRR manuals were delivered to the partner

Although SEEDS Asia’ s project in Cebu, supported by JICA,
came to an end last June, one of its final outputs — custom—
ised disaster risk reduction and management manuals, name—
ly, the School Disaster Mitigation and Preparedness Manual
and the School Disaster Response Manual — was delivered to
the Pilot Schools in August.

While the manuals were to be printed in Cebu Province, due
to the outbreak of COVID-19 and following lockdowns, some
copies were produced in Japan and shipped to the schools.

School DRR manual

The manuals are a compilation of the intensive work carried out by the Pilot Schools and their stake—
holders, including the Department of Education offices, local government units, Bureau of Fire Pro—
tection, Philippine National Police, the communities and many others! It was indeed rewarding to re—
ceive thankful messages from the schools and other stakeholders!
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Teachers holding delivered manuals



1
Bangladesh

School-based community disaster risk reduction and city-wide awareness raising

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

“School-based Capacity Building for Enhanced Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (DRR) in Dhaka North City Corporation”
supported by Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (MoFA)

Online DRR training at Model Academy carried out

This project aims to enhance the disaster management capacity of schools and communities in Dhaka
North city, and the Model Academy has been selected as SEEDS Asia’ s partner in establishing good prac-
tices of such initiatives this year. Online training sessions for the school’s personnel and students’
guardians were held in June, followed by more sessions in July.

On 9th July, a session on “emergency bag preparation” was conducted. Sessions are usually delivered in
the form of lectures from SEEDS Asia’ s local staff to the participants, but this particular workshop was
an enjoyable one because they were able to learn about DRR through discussions. It was very exciting for
the participants to discuss about what to do in the case of an earthquake, what to put in their emergency
bag, and why those items were chosen.

On 10th July, a member of SEEDS Asia Headquarters was invited to participate in the training and ex—
plained the purposes of establishing the School Disaster Management Committee (SDMC), and its roles
and functions. Some examples of SDMC in Japan and other Asian countries were also shared. The partici—
pants decided to have eight teams in their SDMC and assigned designated roles to each of the teams.

Participants learned how to use emergency goods online



Date

27 July

7t July
9t July

10t July
16t July

17t July

Training contents

DRR related laws and plans in Bangladesh

Urban disasters (fire)

Urban disasters (waterlogging, earthquake)

Urban disasters (air pollution)

Emergency bag preparation

Establishment of a School Disaster Management Committee (SDMC)

Operation of a rainwater harvesting system and fire hose reels
Fire Safety Training

Basic Life Support
Demonstration for the participants

Training contents of July

On 17th July, a speaker from the local fire department was invited to give a lecture on first aid, and a demon—

stration of first aid procedures, for the participants. One of the teachers said, “I am willing to work hard on

the coming town watching activity and hands—on training using the basic DRR equipment so that I can con—

tribute to the Model Academy which is responsible for and plays a big role in the DRR of this area.”

DRR equipment set up at the Model Academy on 27th August

DRR equipment, such as fire extinguishers and an emergen—
cy bag, were installed at the Model Academy (located at
Paikpara, Ward 11) in the presence of the school’ s head

master on 27th August.

As SEEDS Asia’ s local staff briefly explained how to utilize
the equipment, the teachers examined them and were moti—
vated even more to protect students’ lives and the safety
of their school from disasters. The construction of a rainwa—
ter harvesting system, which as yet is rarely found in the

urban areas of Dhaka, is planned to start in November. Local staff introduced

how to utilize DRR equipment



Tamba city, Hyogo
Promoting community revitalization through learning exchanges about disaster experiences

Hyogo Voluntary Fund

“Study Tour” initiatives to continue

SEEDS Asia has implemented several projects in Tamba city, Hyogo Prefecture, such as disaster risk reduction
education at local schools and the “city promotion” initiative to attract visitors from outside the depopulating city.
These activities were always conducted in partnership with people of the local community, and last year was a
milestone when an event called “ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) — DRR Camp” was held with finan—
cial support from Hyogo Voluntary Plaza. In the camping event, many families from other cities were invited to ex—
perience rural life and simulation of disaster situations.

All events held last year aimed to endear Tamba city to the participants and contribute to capacity building of dis—
aster—resilient children.

This year, another project was approved by Hyogo Voluntary Plaza. Since the spread of COVID-19 has been pre—
venting us from organizing events, SEEDS Asia and the local communities of Tamba will discuss and enhance the
contents in terms of quality and consistency to gain more fans of Tamba.

Naganuma district, Nagano city

Supporting disaster recovery of Naganuma district, Nagano city

Japan Platform support for 2019 Typhoon Faxai and Typhoon Hagibis-affected areas

Disaster recovery and community building in "an era with COVID-19"

Naganuma district in Nagano City, was devastated by the collapse of riverbanks of the Chikuma River, due to Ty—
phoon Hagibis last year (East Japan Typhoon of 2019). Six months after the disaster, the district is now in the
stage of disaster recovery where continuous discussions are carried out on how the community can recover and
actions to be taken in the future.

However, according to the Disaster Recovery Planning Committee of the district, its members are facing difficulties
in organizing meetings and having face—to—face discussions due to the loss of important community facilities in the
disaster and the COVID—-19 pandemic.

SEEDS Asia provided 13 tablet devices and mobile Wi—fi access to the Disaster Recovery Planning Committee at
the end of July, and also installed 2 sets of devices at SEEDS Asia headquarter to support the committee mem—
bers in collecting information and facilitating online discussions related to disaster recovery. This has enabled them
to organize remote communications.

By using these devices, SEEDS Asia is planning to hold a series of lectures related to disaster recovery and com—
munity development, in cooperation with experts and government officials.



Headquarters

Disaster recovery projects and dispatch of staff members as lecturers

Lectures delivered in Kobe Gakuin University

On 13th and 20th July, the Executive Director of SEEDS Asia, Mitsuko Otsuyama, was invited by the Faculty of
Contemporary Social Studies in Kobe Gakuin University, and gave two consecutive lectures. The first lecture
was titled “The reality of DRR in Asian countries: To face what is behind disasters” and the second lecture was
on “To be prepared for multi-hazard: Power of communities exposed in the pandemic”. The lectures were con—
ducted to accomplish two goals, corresponding to the goals of the courses: one was for the students to under—
stand the current situation and issues of developing countries, and the other, to understand Japan’s presence in
the world, and explain the significance of international cooperation. Based on SEEDS Asia’ s experience in Myan—
mar, she introduced why international cooperation of DRR/mitigation is necessary in Asian countries.

In the lecture on 13th July, Cyclone Nargis which occurred in
Myanmar in 2008, was introduced as an example to encourage
understanding of the social background of disasters, looking
back at the situation at that time, and learning why about
140,000 people were killed or went missing.

One of the students who participated in the lecture said, “I
understand that we need to prepare to face disasters. The

lecture allowed me to easily imagine the current situation in £ 7|\

Asian countries by understanding issues they are facing, and I SEEDS ASia
strongly felt that disaster risks are increasing gradually. We — ST RREDL B—
need to face potential disasters and take measures to save HHEE KRl KT

lives.” Another student said, “I learned that the conditions ’;f\SEEDS I e

between developed and developing countries are different,

and it is better to think many things are not common between Material used for
the two. Concerning this point, it is very difficult to save lives the lecture on 20th July
once a disaster happens but those differences should always

be considered.”

In the lecture on 20th July, SEEDS Asia’ s emergency support in Hinthada district that was hit by a flood in 2015
and succeeding post—disaster support were introduced, and the outcomes and challenges of DRR activities that
became more obvious during the COVID-19 pandemic were discussed.

SEEDS Asia hopes that the lectures helped the students deepen understanding of the activities of SEEDS Asia,
situations of Asian countries, and initiatives of not—for—profit and nongovernmental organizations.

Lectures delivered in Kobe University

On 17th August, the Chief Operating Officer of SEEDS Asia, Saki Arima took part in one of the lecture series at
the graduate school of Kobe University. Interestingly, the final assignment given to the students of this series
was the completion of a JICA Grassroots project proposal, with evaluation of education development in mind.
Therefore, SEEDS Asia was able to give a very specific example of an actual project under the same scheme.

The students gave a lot of well-thought questions, which impressed us!



Interview with the internship participant

SEEDS Asia offers internship opportunities for the youth who are willing to assist our activities. This time we
heard Ms. Funa Takano’ s internship experience of joining SEEDS Asia from this May to July.

Q1. Please introduce yourself & tell us the reason why you partici-
pated in SEEDS Asia’s internship program?

My name is Takano Funa, a third—year student at Niigata University. | worked
as an intern at SEEDS Asia from May to July. I have been interested in wa—
ter—related disasters because my hometown has sometimes been flooded,
especially the flood which happened on 13th July 2004 caused serious dam—
age there. Also, after three times of trips to Southeast Asia, | have been
aimed to get involved in international development. For these reasons, | de—

cided to work as an intern at SEEDS Asia, which conducts disaster risk re—

duction projects in Japan and other Asian countries. Niigata University
third year
Q2. What did you experience throughout the internship? Ms. Funa Takano

I worked on translating “COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT REPORT” on Hinthada Township, Ayeyarwady Region in
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, into Japanese. Through this work, I learned the importance of discus—
sion and surveying with community residents before the project was implemented to visualize the issues and
clarify the objectives of it. I believed that we should provide supports which meet the needs of each region
based on their diverse cultures and religions, especially in Asia.

Also, I realized that not only Myanmar but also a lot of Asian countries are facing common challenges, such as
strengthening local resilience to natural disaster risks and dealing with the contamination of drinking water. In
conclusion, I could gain new insights that we need to provide comprehensive supports which include technical
and educational assistance and raising awareness of disaster and sanitation issues among residents, to help
them to maintain safe communities by themselves.

Through the internship, I also could improve my skills to translate English into natural Japanese.

Q3. What is your plan after the internship?

[ am majoring in architecture. [ am planning to go to graduate school after

graduation. [ have been thinking about working on urban development to

- —

preserve historical structures and improve the landscape by communi— Apply for internship

If you are interested in
SEEDS Asia’s internship pro-
gram, contact us from fol-
lowing email address.
rep@seedsasia.org

I would like to study disaster mechanisms and the reduction technologies, N 4

cating with residents and the government. After the internship, however, in
developing countries, we need a qualitative and quantitative approach to
improve communities, such as the analysis of mathematical data and cre—

ating systems to enhance disaster resilience.

-
[ SR ——— 2

-

focusing on Asia that is facing multi—hazard risk. [ will keep studying archi—
tecture as well as infrastructure development and water quality manage—

ment to be an expert with a wide range of knowledge.

(The article is copied as is.)



