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Firefighting training for youth (Bangladesh)
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e The new Bangladesh project kick started. Youth in a slum and its neigh—
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Mya nmar Promoting comprehensive disaster risk reduction (DRR) from construction of

safe school-cum-shelter to enhanced community disaster preparedness

Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

Literature exhibition for children

In early January, a literature exhibition for children was held at a secondary
school in Ingapu, Hinthada District. SEEDS Asia was given a booth to intro—
duce its DRR education materials and picture story shows of “Inamura no Hi”
and “Phu Phu and the Mangrove”. The latter is a story telling the significance

of mangroves in risk reduction of tsunami and storm surge, and was devel—

oped in 2018 as a 10th year commemoration of Cyclone Nargis by SEEDS
Asia. Picture story show

The local Fire Services Department also cooperated by teaching children ini—
tial fire extinguishing and protection from fires, using another DRR education
tool (card game) made by SEEDS Asia. With the presence of the Chief Minis—
ter of Ayeyarwaddy Region in the event, it was an honor to offer information
on SEEDS Asia’ s DRR education tools.

Field study and disaster management planning workshop
for DRR Leaders

In the project supported by Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) of Government =
of Japan, called “Enhancing Comprehensive School Safety in Collaboration
with Community in Hinthada Township”, DRR Leaders from 14 villages in Leik
Chaung Village Tract have undergone training on various topics. On 28th Jan—
uary, a field study was organized to learn about dikes and its history in Hin—
thada Township. Irrigation and Water Utilization Management Department offi—
cials kindly took the trainees to the museum of dikes to introduce the history
and current situation of floods and water management in Hinthada Township.

Topographic 3D maps, graphs and photos as well as antique equipment and DR_R Leaders
learning at the

museum of dikes

| —

devices used in the British era provided understanding about the history of
people’ s living with the Ayeyarwady River, and it is expected that updated
information about recent severe and frequent flooding will encourage villages,
schools and individuals to develop their own disaster response plan and en—
hance partnerships.

On the same day, a workshop on disaster management planning was
held. With the cooperation of officials of the Disaster Management Depart—
ment, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, pointers for plan—

ning were shared with the participants. Discussions were held between repre—

Disaster

sentatives of villages and schools to compile a summary of each of their
management

plans. planning workshop



Meeting with the Principal of DMTC
On 11th February, SEEDS Asia visited the Principal of the Disaster Management Training Centre (DMTC) in
Hinthada District, which is operated by the Disaster Management Department, Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement. While SEEDS Asia discussed updates on its current project and requested for
strengthened partnership, the Principal shared lessons learnt from the landslide that occurred in Mon State
last year and ongoing initiatives after the disaster. In places where landslide and other sediment-related dis—
asters are hard to detect based on relevant standards, issuance of timely and localized warning is really a
challenge. Under those circumstances and limitations, key to encouraging actions to protect lives is visualiz—
ing risks with information, education and communication materials and identifying local and indigenous signals
where locals call for each other for evacuation.

Final workshop and Certification Ceremony!
On 17th February, the final workshop of the MOFA project (2nd year) was
held in collaboration with the Federation of Myanmar Engineering Society

and Department of Disaster Management, Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement. Director Mr. U Myo Aung in Hinthada District also
attended the workshop/ceremony to certify the representatives from 14
villages in the Village Tract as “DRR Leaders” who have undergone six
months of DRR training. SEEDS Asia extends its sincere thanks to the
leaders who prioritized the training for the safety of their villages, and those
who have greatly supported the training: Director and Ministry of Education
of Hinthada District, Department of Disaster Management, Irrigation and
Water Utilization Management Department, Department of Meteorology and
Hydrology, Fire Services Department and Federation of Myanmar Engineering

Society. With this activity, the MOFA project (2nd year) was completed. Its
3rd year will begin from March 2020, where another flood—prone village will

be targeted for school-cum—shelter construction and disaster management

Certification
ceremony

skill development.



Philippines
Enhancing school-based disaster risk reduction and management

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

School visit for activity video

In January, SEEDS Asia visited all the Pilot Schools in Cebu Province to
confirm that the expected outputs have been achieved and shoot inter—
views with the school personnel, which will be featured in a short promo—
tional video on the project. For example, the schools’ Disaster Risk Re—
duction and Management (DRRM) Teams explained what improvements
they had made after safety inspections: these improvements are often dif-
ficult to see in photos or letters, and become more resourceful when the
actual practitioners can explain dynamically. They also highlighted episodes
where the project initiatives were applied and utilized in their school
DRRM. The interviews revealed the energy and pride in school-based
DRRM learned in each Pilot School in the past three years. Some of the
remarks made by them were: “At first, being a Pilot School was a burden
on us. However, as time passed by, we came to know the importance of
DRRM and now it is a way of life for us.”, and “One student told us teach-
ers saying ‘I saw a disaster in another part of the country on TV, but their

protection was not enough. We learned how to protect ourselves through
the drills.” The video will be launched during the project’ s National Con— Behind-the-scenes of the
ference. promotional video

Preparation for and postponement of
the National Conference

The Grassroots Technical Cooperation Project in Cebu Province started in
2017, and was expected to end in March 2020, with the National Confer—
ence as its concluding event. To share the project outputs, know—how
through its activities, and lessons learned at the Pilot Schools, it was
planned to invite officials of national government agencies, Regional Direc—
tors of Department of Education (DepEd), and local officials of Department
of Education in Cebu Province.

On 15th January, presenters for some sessions in the Conference attend—
ed meetings respectively. One was the School DRRM Instructing Team
(SDRRM-IT) and the other participants of the Japan Study Visit. They
discussed their presentations on the learning from the Project and their

contribution to school-based disaster risk reduction and management.

However, with the COVID—19 crisis and the DepEd’ s response to it, activ—

Japan Stu_dy Visit participants



ities including mass gatherings were postponed till the end of February (and later even further) and therefore the
National Conference was also postponed.

With the postponement of the Conference, the person in charge of the Project at JICA Kansai, the funding agency,
visited Cebu and had interviews with the stakeholders (Regional Director of DepEd Region VII; Superintendent,
Chief of Curriculum Implementation Division as the previous Project’ s focal person, and Division DRRM Coordina—
tor as the current focal person of Lapu—palu City Schools Division Office; Marigondon National High School as a
Pilot School and Babag National High School as a non—Pilot School). Questions such as “Do you have any concrete
plan to continue and roll out the Project initiatives after SEEDS Asia leaves Cebu?” and “What were the positive
impacts brought about by the Project” were asked by JICA, and the interviewees all answered with their determi—
nation to continue DRRM actively, and provided good comments about SEEDS Asia’ s inititatives.

What was remarkable was that the personnel of Babag National High School was very willing to know about the
Project outputs, saying “We were not chosen as a Pilot School of the Division but joined the Division DRRM Coor-
dinator to implement in—school advocacy and other DRRM activities,” When SEEDS Asia mentioned some risk are—
as while walking inside the school premises, the School Head opened her notebook and held her pen, enthusiasti—
cally saying “We will take note of this and improve, so tell us what you noticed!” The teachers of Babag National
High School and other coordinators said “We are looking forward to the manuals of the Pilot Schools. We are very
eager to improve our DRRM, and what we need is how to do so.” These words showed how promising it could be to
extend DRRM initiatives to non—Pilot Schools.

With Regional Director of
DepEd Region VII

“School watching” with JICA Kansai, DRRM Coordinator of DepEd Lapu-
lapu City Division and school personnel at Marigondon National High
School

With Superintendent of DepEd
Lapu-lapu City Division



Bangladesh

Safe community development through empowering youth in disaster prone areas

SMBC Volunteer Fund

New project focuses on fire awareness

SEEDS Asia’ s new project in Dhaka kick started in January with a local partner, BRAC University which
was the first university to offer a master’ s program in disaster management in the country. The project
aims to raise DRR awareness through trained local youth as communities’ resources in the Korail slum
which is the largest slum in the country and home to over 60,000 people and its neighboring Mohakhali ar—
ea. A four—day training program for the local youth and house—to—house DRR awareness campaign are
planned in a project for three months. Korail has experienced frequent fire incidents caused by short cir—
cuits due to illegal electricity and gas connection, wrong usage of gas cylinder, and cigarette butts. High
population density and lack of awareness among the residence increases the area’ s fire vulnerability. It is
also a serious concern for people living in Mohakhali located next to Korail and it is important to ensure the
security of the houses in the area.

In the initial field assessment in January, risky practices such as leaving kitchen gas stoves open even
when not using them for a couple of minutes and hanging clothes over the stoves were found. It was also
observed that some households received a fire extinguisher from the city and ward office but almost all the
people interviewed did not know how to use it and many of those fire extinguishers had expired. On the
other hand, people expressed fear and worry about fire risks in their area.

-

Group photo “We won't let fire happen!”




Firefighting practice

DRR training for local youth

A total of 26 youth including 11 females were selected to participate in the four-day training. The first day was
held on 28th February and the participants learned DRR basics, DRR related laws and plans in Bangladesh, dis—
aster risks in Dhaka, initiatives taken in Dhaka North City Corporation, and volunteerism. On the following day,
a resource person from Bangladesh Fire Service and Civil Defense participated. A whole day was spent learn—
ing the mechanism of fire, different kinds of fire, risks hidden in our daily life, fire prevention, and recent fire
cases in Dhaka. The participants received a hands—on training one by one on how to put out fire using a fire
extinguisher and a wet sack. Fire was something to fear for the participants and they would feel helpless till
they received the training. However, the participants seemed to have become confident after obtaining the
knowledge of fire prevention and firefighting.

The training on day three and day four are scheduled in March and the youth will conduct DRR town watching,
and deepen learning about community DRR and household level preparedness. After the training, they will con—
duct household visits to pass on the DRR knowledge they obtained from the training.



Japan

Disaster recovery projects and dispatch of staff members as lecturers

SEEDS Asia is now an accredited non-profit organization!

On 18th February, SEEDS Asia was certified by Kobe City to be an “accredited nonprofit organization”.

Accredited nonprofit organizations are those who have been certified to serve the public interest, based on
certain standards.

Since its launch in 2006, SEEDS Asia has been supported by so many of you and has been able to work for
human and community development towards disaster resilience in Asia. This accreditation could not have
been possible without your help. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all of you.

=T

Receiving “notice of accreditation” from Kobe City

Lectures delivered (JICA training)

On 30th January and 3rd February, SEEDS Asia was invited as a lecturer in the JICA training coordinated by
Kobe International Center for Cooperation and Communication entitled “Strategy for Resilient Societies to
Natural Disasters” and took charge of two sessions namely: DRR Education and Overseas Community—based
DRR. Participants were from India, Egypt, Brazil, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Saint Christopher and
Navis, all of them government officials in charge of DRR.

Regardless of difference in nations or regions, there are universal similarities as well as unique characteristics.
Key is how to institutionalize these into planning, conduct of drills and other actions. This requires contextual—



ization and cannot be realized just through transient events. It is hoped that
through the training sessions, not only transfer of knowledge and skills but also
the importance of such attitudes to take a step forward in cherishing communities
and people, was understood by the participants.

Towards Disaster Recovery from
the Typhoon Hagibis in Japan

From 20th to 21st February, SEEDS Asia revisited Naganuma District in Nagano
City, which was affected by the Typhoon Hagibis. Discussions were held with the
chief of a union of local residents’ organizations and other key persons. Due to
the collapse of the river dike due to flooding, Naganuma District saw considerable
damage to residences and livelihoods.

During the recent flooding, many of the residents in the district have now evacu—
ated to temporary houses or other locations. As a result, community organiza—
tions established their “Recovery Planning Committee” and are to start off their
initiatives towards disaster recovery. The discussion with the chief of the union
of local residents revealed the strong wish of residents for a strengthened future
for the community. The dialogue has inspired SEEDS Asia to assist them in
building their future, both cherishing their rich history and nature, with an empha—
sis on their children, while at the same time reducing the disaster risks that they

Meeting with a local partner

face. We greatly appreciate your support too!

Naganuma has faced flooding many times over the past hundred or more
years. In fact, the town is a historical place with 17 temples spread over a
land area of just six square kilometers. The area has been affected by re—
peated flooding and these lessons have been passed down over the gener—
ations. This repeated flooding has deposited fertile soil in the region since it

is sandwiched and eroded by two rivers, which has enabled the district to Example of a way to
inherit
disaster experiences

produce a sweet variety of apple since the Meiji Era (1868—1912).

SEEDS Asia HQ moves to a new location

On 28th March, SEEDS Asia’ s Kobe Headquarters office transferred to a new address. Same area as be-
fore but closer to the train stations :) The new location is 1-7-7-307 Okamoto, Higashi—nada ku, Kobe. We
are hoping to be even more empowered with the new office.

The phone and FAX numbers remain the same.

It is the same locality, but is more accessible from the railway station.



