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Food distribution in Nabekone Village (Myanmar)
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Mya nmar Promoting comprehensive disaster risk reduction (DRR) from construction of

safe school-cum-shelter to enhanced community disaster preparedness

Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

Kick-off for the third year of the project “Enhancing Com-
prehensive School Safety in Collaboration with Community
In Hinthada Township”

Myanmar is exposed to a range of disasters, including cyclones, earthquakes, floods, landslides, and tsunamis.
These disasters extract a high economic, social and environmental cost for Myanmar, which is still a develop—

ing economy.

SEEDS Asia’'s work in Myanmar has focused on disaster preparedness, particularly on education and school
safety. Our project in the country, “Enhancing Comprehensive School Safety in Collaboration with Community
in Hinthada Township“ now in its third year, is funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan.
The current phase of project activities, which commenced on 1st March, will target 13 villages including Wa
Boet Chin Boet Village in a flood—prone area in Hinthada Township to ensure their continued education in dis—
aster, and to secure the safety of the residents. Activities will apply the Comprehensive School Safety Frame—
work aiming for (1) safe learning facilities (2) school disaster management (3) risk reduction and resilience ed-
ucation, and include capacity building of DRR practitioners, construction of a school-cum—shelter, and

strengthening the disaster management system.

Due to the ongoing and widespread risks of COVID-19, the project’s initial kick—off workshop was replaced by

a smaller meeting with minimum attendees.

FEDERATION OF
MYANMAR ENGINEERING SOCIETIES

Preparing for the construction of a

Kick-off meeting school-cum-shelter




Mutual help in action in Nabekone village

On 22nd of April, news came in from Nabekone village, which was SEEDS
Asia’ s partner village in the second year project in Hinthada Township that
the village disaster management committee has called for help from within
and outside the village to provide food to those who had financial difficulties
due to the COVID-19 crisis.

This reminds us all that extending a helping hand within the neighborhood

when someone is in trouble, is a fundamental value that will eventually save Village disaster management

many. committee handing food supplies

12th anniversary of Cyclone Nargis

12 years have passed since the Cyclone Nargis hit parts of Myanmar. The water level at that time rose
three meters as the severe wind blew up the ocean’ s surface, swallowing people in the low-lying areas.
This resulted in 84,537 deaths and 53,836 persons were missing (source: Hazard profile of Myanmar,
2008). Survivors of this disaster gave testimonies such as “I did not know what a cyclone was like until
now,” and “I was not able to evacuate timely as I did not know what to do,” which proves that lives could
have been saved if the right knowledge was distributed in a timely manner to the right audience.

Information was indeed being broadcast by Department of Meteorology and Hydrology on the radio during
the landfall of Nargis, but without accompanying visual information, it was not possible to ensure dissemi—
nation of the forecasted direction and the size of the cyclone. Therefore, it was not easy for the resi—
dents, who had never experienced a major cyclone before, to imagine the impact of the disaster by merely
being informed of how low/high the air pressure, small/large the rainfall, the speed of the wind, or low/
high the storm surge would be.

As a response to the cyclone, SEEDS Asia and Fed.MES implemented a number of disaster education
projects in different ways, with the help of its supporters. Since 2017, it started a project to install weath—
er observation devices in schools, and it was the first time that such initiatives were implemented in My—
anmar. Among the six sets of such devices that SEEDS Asia brought to Myanmar, one was installed at
Basic Education High School No.2, Labutta, where its teachers check the data acquired through those
devices and share it with other members of the school and the local community. A teacher, U Min Thein
once said: “The Cyclone Nargis deprived the lives of 80,000 people in Labutta. What I can do in order not
to repeat the same tragedy when another cyclone arrives, is to disseminate daily updates as well as les—
sons learnt from past disasters, so that my students and the community will be able to understand what
the weather information is telling us.”

This year, annual commemorative events for the cyclone are unfortunately being cancelled due to the
COVID-19 crisis. However, the current crisis reminds us all of the importance of timely and appropriate
information and knowledge. SEEDS Asia believes that,
in order to practice protection of lives from calami—

ties, it is imperative to promote literacy to understand

reliable sources of information, and continuous efforts

towards accurately interpreting it.

We hope that the souls of the victims of the Cyclone

Nargis rest in peace, and wish for a peaceful day for

everyone who was affected by this disaster.

Picture 2

A teacher and Recording of regular _

students checking weather observation
the weather data



Philippines

Enhancing school-based disaster risk reduction and management

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Distribution of the School Disaster Risk Reduction and Man-

agement Team Operations Guideline

As one of the final outputs of the project funded by JICA called the “Support Project on Promotion of
School Disaster Risk Reduction and Management in Cebu Province”, the “School Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Team Guideline” was distributed to schools and Schools Division Offices, Pilot Schools and
local government units.

The Guideline was jointly developed by the SDRRM Instructing Team and SEEDS Asia to help local schools
to initiate activities on disaster risk reduction and management. With the presence of the Guideline, it will be
ensured that schools not involved in the project are also able to access and implement the Guideline. The
Guideline, currently in its first edition, is expected to be further enhanced and expanded by the Philippines
Department of Education.

The recent COVID-19 crisis has affected some of the project activities (including the National Conference
where the Guideline was supposed to be launched). Instead, the SEEDS Asia Cebu Team individually visited
schools and other stakeholders to distribute the Guideline.

Photos with recipients of the Guideline

The Operations Guideline is available for download (registration required) on
SEEDS Asia’ s website (www.seedsasia.org).

SCHOOL DISASTER
RISK REDUCTION AND
MANAGEMENT TEAM
OPERATIONS GUIDELINE
BT sDTION

Cover of the

Operations Guideline
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Bangladesh

Safe community development through empowering youth in disaster prone areas

SMBC Volunteer Fund

Continued DRR training for local youth

This project aims to build capacity of local youth to serve as resources for the community and promote
awareness—raising of the community on DRR through the trained youth.

On 6th and 7th March, the third and last training sessions for volunteer youth aged between 18 and 35 in
collaboration with BRAC University was held, following the first and second training sessions that had taken
place in February. The same 26 youth as the previous training in February, who were selected from the fire—
prone Korail slum and its adjacent Mohakhali district, continued to participate in the training with seriousness
and a proactive attitude.

On the third day, “town watching” was held in Korail slum and Mohakhali district in order for the youth to
understand disaster risks in their community. This activity was facilitated by the DRR Leaders of the Moha—
khali and Monipuripara societies who were partners of SEEDS Asia’ s previous project. Firstly, the partici—
pants learned about the purpose and the mechanics of town watching, then walked around a residential area
while discussing where fire risks could exist, why narrow roads are dangerous, and where residents can go in
order to escape a fire.

On the last day of the training, disaster response, first aid and preparedness at home, as well as the signifi—
cance of community—based DRR were explained. The Director General of Dhaka North City Corporation’s
Department of Disaster Management joined the later part of the meeting, and told the participants that the
City is in need of enhanced DRR capacity of the community and the power of the youth.

DRR awareness campaign led by the trained youth

The 26 local youth who successfully completed the four—day training formed groups of five each, planned a
schedule and carried out a DRR campaign through home visits to pass on the DRR knowledge learned from
the training. When visiting households, the youth imparted the importance of home—based and community—
based fire prevention, precautions to be taken in daily life, what to do if a fire occurs, and how to contact the
local fire department. The youth also informed each family of the functions of, and how to use, a fire extin—
guisher, where to buy one and its cost.

The youth had been a little nervous before heading out to the community, but they happily and proudly
shared at the gathering after the campaign their experience of being warmly welcomed, seriously listened to,
and appreciated by the families they had visited. It is strongly hoped that the youth will continue to play an
active role as young DRR leaders in their community.

Town watching Campaign through
home visits



Bangladesh

School-based community disaster risk reduction and city-wide awareness raising

Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

New project focusing on school-based capacity building for
disaster risk reduction

Bangladesh has long been affected by natural disasters such as cyclones and tidal
surges due to its geographical features and location. Furthermore, the risk of ur—
ban disasters has also been increasing due to the rapid population increase and
unplanned urban development in recent years. Although Dhaka North City Corpo—
ration (DNCC) has been making efforts to build a resilient city, citizens have not
had an opportunity to learn about disaster risk reduction (DRR), so there is a lack
of disaster response capacity in the local population. The city also does not have
sufficient basic DRR infrastructure for the citizens to use when responding to
disasters. Adults in the city have not had a chance to obtain information and
knowledge about DRR, and there was growing concern that it would result in ex—
acerbating the risk of disasters. Therefore, they identified the need for imme—
diate attention to improve disaster resilience with self—help and mutual help
approaches.

Model Academy

The new project is a continuation of SEEDS Asia’ s previous community—based DRR project that was im—
plemented for three years from 2016 with DNCC as its counterpart and JICA as its donor. In this phase of
the project, through Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ (MoFA) Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO
scheme, SEEDS Asia works on school-based capacity building that was not covered in the previous pro—
ject, intending to create a new model for disaster education and install basic DRR infrastructure at schools
as community disaster response hubs, and carry out campaigns to raise DRR awareness throughout the
city. As the first year of this new approach, a “Model Academy” in DNCC will be the partner school for
establishing disaster education models and installing DRR infrastructure. Media tools for the disaster—
awareness campaign planned in the second year will also be prepared in this year.

Visits to Dhaka North City Corporation and DRR Community

On 16th March, SEEDS Asia paid a courtesy call to Dr. Tariq, a superintending engineer of DNCC, who is the
key person in this MoFA project, and discussed the outline of the project and requested for continued partner—
ship. He has been very enthusiastic since SEEDS Asia’ s previous community—based DRR project, and gave us
encouraging words promising to cooperate for improved school-based capacity building on DRR in the city.

SEEDS Asia also visited the local DRR communities which had been institutionalized and undergone training for
community—based DRR activities in the previous project, and requested for collaboration with the teachers at
the Model Academy in the conduct of a town watching activity as part of the teachers training.

SEEDS Asia keeps close contact with the principal of the Model Academy to build a relationship of mutual trust,
and continues discussions for the conduct of DRR trainings for the teachers. Due to the outbreak of COVID-19,
the project’ s kick—off workshop and other activities have been postponed, but SEEDS Asia is attempting to
keep moving on with what it can do for now.



Japan

Promoting community revitalization through learning exchanges about disaster experiences

Hyogo Voluntary Fund and Tamba City Revitalizing City Promotion

Review and discussion of way forward with
partners of Tamba City

On 18th March, a visit was paid to Tamba City to review the activities conducted as “study
tours” in the fiscal year 2019 — 2020 with the local partners in Ichijima—cho. The year was

AREGOMENRLEELE

full of new experiments where families with kids were invited to various activities that are AxoErien waa

part of the lifestyles of the people of Tamba, yet are new to the visitors from urban cities, o

such as rice planting and forest management. The hosts of Ichijima—cho and SEEDS Asia R.c;p-;or?on initiatives
agreed to continue and enhance the activities, hoping that the visitors would learn from what in FY2019

Ichijima—cho could offer.

With funds from the Hyogo Voluntary Plaza operated by the Council of Social Welfare of Hy—
ogo Prefecture, events conducted throughout the year were compiled into a report. Further—
more, with the help of Tamba City Government, SEEDS Asia was able to create a guideline BHEBERITA4VT—
on how to plan and promote events, and communicate. With this guideline, it is expected that iﬂﬁ@i )
the local hosts will be able to operate “study tours” on their own.

Due to COVID-19 outbreak, the hosts and SEEDS Asia were unclear of the immediate pro—
spects of organizing events this year, but it was decided that the connectivity among cities
and generations established through the “study tour” initiative would continue.

Guideline on stud
tour operations

Headquarters

Disaster recovery projects and dispatch of staff members as lecturers

New member of SEEDS Asia for the Bangladesh Project

Hello, I’ m Daisuke Goto, a new member of SEEDS Asia from March 2020.

[ used to be a firefighter in Ibaraki prefecture for about six years and a member of Advanced Res—
cue Team. Heavy rainfall disaster in Kanto and Tohoku regions occurred in September 2015, and our
fire department was affected by the disaster. I would like to express and share my feelings and ex—
perience of having engaged in on—site response operations during the tragic disaster. I strongly
thought that we should certainly never forget about past disasters including Great Hanshin—Awaji
Earthquake and Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. What I’ m really concerned about is that
these disasters will be forgotten, so I should tell my story to the people who don’ t know those dis—
asters, in order not to let the memory and the struggles of the victims fade away. I would like to
localize the concept of DRR in communities, which can lead to reducing losses of lives that should
not be lost. I am very grateful to be involved in international cooperation particularly in disaster re— |
duction and mitigation where my firefighting skills and experiences can be utilized, and which I want—
ed to do from the beginning. In addition, I am very pleased to be able to join SEEDS Asia, which
specializes in community—based DRR management.

My main project is “School-based Capacity Building for Enhanced Disaster Risk Reduction in Dhaka North City Corpo—
ration”. I will do my utmost to contribute to improving the disaster response capacity of schools and communities in
Dhaka North City Corporation. I look forward to working with you all. Thank you.






