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A scene from the short video of the project in Cebu (Philippines)
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Summary

e The construction of a school-cum-shelter in, and online train-
ing for the people of, Wa boet Chin boet village in Myanmar

has started.

e In the Philippines, the JICA-funded grassroots technical coop-

eration project concluded its three-year implementation.

e Online training for the partner school has commenced in Bang-

ladesh.
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Mya nmar Promoting comprehensive disaster risk reduction (DRR) from construction of

safe school-cum-shelter to enhanced community disaster preparedness

Funded by Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan

The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our daily lives, but DRR and resilient communities are still an
ongoing priority for Myanmar!

We commenced the third year of the “Enhancing Comprehensive School Safety in Collaboration with
Community in Hinthada Township” project on 1st March, targeting Wa boet Chin boet village. Since My-
anmar is still facing the COVID-19 crisis and has been imposing travel restrictions, SEEDS Asia members
in Yangon have been working remotely using online platforms to provide training for, and had discus-
sions with, village residents and teachers. One additional school-cum-shelter is now being constructed in
Wa boet Chin boet village, besides the one built in Nabekone village, with strict on-site precautions put

in place against infections and spread of the COVID-19.

Orientation for teachers and residents of Wa boet Chin boet

village

On 22nd and 25th April, an online orientation for teachers and residents of the Chinboht village
was conducted in order to establish a shared goal of the project’s implementation. A total of 24
stakeholders participated via ZOOM and discussed the project purpose, activities and schedule,
and came to an agreement on rules about their involvement. SEEDS Asia’s 12 years of continued
activities in Myanmar was also introduced, and the responsibilities of the stakeholders for the pro-
ject’s sustainability after the project completion were emphasized, since this project is funded as

part of Japan’s Official Development Assistance to Myanmar.
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DRR capacity building training kickoff

The project aims to strengthen DRR hardware infrastructure components of the village/school by con-
structing a school-cum-shelter. It also focusses on human infrastructure through DRR capacity building/

training, and support for disaster management planning of the village and the school.

On 7th May, the first module of the training program was delivered online to enhance the understanding
of the village residents and teachers about the basics of DRR concepts and terms. The following day,
“town watching” exercises to identify risks in their surroundings was conducted as a part of the second
module (social distancing and other measures were in place during the town watching exercise). In-
crease in the participants’ understanding about disasters was confirmed through an exam taken before
and after the training, with the percentage of correct answers rising from 69% to 87%. This was fol-
lowed by a module on community-based DRR to connect their understanding about the basics of DRR

terms and surrounding risks, to actual planning, conducted on 31st May and 1st June.

The participants also learned about past disasters that struck the village, such as annual floods in the
rainy season, erosion of the banks of the Ayeyarwady River and cyclones. Elder residents shared their
experience of localized weather disturbances and patterns, including tornados to younger audiences.
The participants shared their concerns about their vulnerable facilities that could easily be affected by
floods and cause health risks such as diarrhea and dengue fever, and about the threat of the more re-

cent COVID-19.

However, through the training the participating residents and teachers came to know that the impacts
of just hazards (natural phenomena) could become much greater when combined with vulnerabilities
(weaknesses) within a community, while the impacts can be reduced by strengthening their capacities,
including local resources of the community. They commented — “I am determined to prepare ourselves

to risks that surround our life” and showed their willingness for further learning.



Preventive measures for COVID-19 at the school-cum-shelter construction site

A total of 50 to 60 workers have been involved in constructing the school-cum-shelter in Wa boet Chin
boet village. Myanmar is also exposed to the risk of expansion of COVID-19 infection, thus steps to pre-

vent infection and expansion were strictly put in place in order to continue the construction.

In Myanmar, it is common practice for all construction workers working on a project to stay on the site
itself, in temporary shelters, to build the structure (or in an accommodation near the site and commute
every day). Such conditions could increase the risk of the COVID-19 pandemic through the three-Cs
(closed, crowded places that put people in close-contact with each other). Therefore, aside from basic
preventive measures such as wearing face masks, hand washing and sterilization, SEEDS Asia also de-
cided to restrict the travels of the workers going outside the site area to prevent the spread of the virus
in case infection occurs among the workers. Additionally, temporary bamboo houses were built where

workers could be individually accommodated.

The bamboo houses provide three square meters of floor
space per person which follows the Sphere Standards, and
are elevated to avoid inundation during the rainy season

which starts in July. Each house is two meters away from

one another to ensure physical distance. With the 50 _
e
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houses completed and as much effort as possible to pre-
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vent infection to the virus, the construction is now ongo-

ing. We hope to continue the safe construction (from dis-

shelter.




Philippines

Enhancing school-based disaster risk reduction and management

JICA Grassroots Technical Cooperation

Project’s short promotional video released!

A short promotional video featuring SEEDS Asia’s school disaster risk reduction

and management (DRRM) project in Cebu Province is now uploaded on

YouTube. This video not only introduces the outputs achieved at the project’s

pilot schools, but also explains the step-by-step practices that other schools can

apply in order to make their schools more disaster-resilient. Please have a look!

DRRM manuals for pilot schools

The ten pilot schools selected in Cebu Province have worked on producing
their “school disaster mitigation and preparedness manuals” and “school
disaster response manuals” throughout the project duration during the
past three years. Their manual-making process began with an orientation
where different stakeholders participated, followed by draft-writing, then
pilot-testing of the draft, and ended with their finalization. Some copies
have now been produced in Cebu Province (after long suspension of op-
erations of the printer company due to community quarantine), so SEEDS
Asia was able to deliver them to Department of Education Region VII, and

to Mr. Ranilo Edar, the DRRM Coordinator of the Region. All of the manu-

als were to be printed in Cebu Province for distribution locally to the
schools, however, due to the suspension of printing in Cebu for a few Mr. Edar with the manuals
months, SEEDS Asia and JICA decided to partially print the manuals in Ja-

pan, and ship them to schools in Cebu. The copies from Japan will be deliv-

ered soon.

Cover pages of the manuals



Completion of school DRRM project in Cebu Province

The school-based DRRM project which started in April 2017 was completed in June 2020. This
three-year project comprised of activities such as formation of an instructing team, develop-
ment of a guidebook for school DRRM, establishing regular safety inspection as well as disas-
ter response protocols and conducts of disaster simulation exercises at pilot schools, and

sharing of the outputs of those activities.

The final conference to share the results at the national level that had been planned to con-
clude the project was postponed and eventually cancelled due to the increasing number of
cases of COVID-19 and preventive measures taken against it. Thus the project concluded
without the final conference and a chance for SEEDS Asia to thank all concerned in person,
but it is hoped that the project outputs such as the School DRRM Team Operations Guideline
as a general guidebook and pilot schools’ disaster management manuals (disaster mitigation
and preparedness manuals and disaster response manuals) as practical references will help

schools in Cebu Province in promoting their DRRM initiatives in the future.

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all who supported us in the project
implementation, and would appreciate your continued guidance on our journey towards resili-

ence in Asia.

Many thanks for the three years 17




Bangladesh

Safe community development through empowering youth in disaster prone areas

SMBC Volunteer Fund

Online DRR training for selected teachers at Model Academy

This project aims to enhance the DRR capacity of schools and communities, and the Model
Academy in Dhaka was selected as SEEDS Asia’s partner in establishing good practices of such
initiatives. The initial planned activity was to capacitate the School Management Committee to
cope with disasters. However, due to the outbreak of COVID-19, all educational institutions in
Bangladesh have been closed since 17th March until the end of August and school visits were
not possible. Therefore, online training sessions have been held every Thursday and Friday
since 25th June. A total of fifteen persons including teachers and the students’ guardians were

selected to participate in the eight-day training.

On the first day, participants learned the importance of school-based DRR, basic terms and
concepts of DRR, and the history of disasters in the community, in Dhaka, and Bangladesh as a
whole. This was the first time that online training was conducted, but thanks to the active par-

ticipation of the members, it was carried out without any problem.

On the following day, Dr. Tariqg, a superintending engineer of Dhaka North City Corporation
(DNCC), was invited to speak on the DRR initiatives of DNCC, and disaster preparedness and
response in schools. Following his presentation, sessions about climate disasters such as heat
and cold waves, thunderstorms, and floods were held. The participants seemed more comforta-
ble this time compared to the first day, and they actively partici-
pated in the discussion. Some of remarks shared by the partici-
pants were: “I know it is important to respond to disasters after
they occur, but I found that disaster preparedness and mitigation

is more important.”, and “I had never thought deeply about dis-

asters, but I would like to take this opportunity to be more Online training via ZOOM

aware of DRR.”



Future training sessions, both online and offline (depending on the COVID-19 situation), include:

Date Training contents

DRR related laws and plans in Bangladesh
2" July
Urban disasters (fire)
3" July Urban disasters (waterlogging, earthquake)
Urban disasters (air pollution)
o™ July
DRR activities
10 July Establishment of School Disaster Management Committee (SDMC)
Operation of a rainwater harvesting system and fire hose reels
16 July
Fire safety training
Basic life support
17 July
Demonstration
After reopening Town watching
of schools Hands-on training using basic DRR infrastructure

Bangladeshi sweets and desserts are super-sweet! - Doi (Bangladeshi Yogurt)

Doi is a yogurt dish available in supermarkets and also through street vendors. The price varies by
size, about 30 to 200 Japanese yen or 0.3 to 2 US dollars. Its flavor is usually plain but you may
choose from sour, sweet-and-sour, or sweet. Compared to Japanese yogurt, its taste is richer and
creamy like the “Yakult” variety, and texture rather similar to milk pudding. When you visit Bangla-

desh, you must give it a try!

\ Doi sold on the street are in clay pots




